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WHEN 
WILL THE 
KILLINGS 
END?
Women and children are targeted in killings 
around the province. The most recent incident 
of a six-year-old is allegedly linked to muthi 
rituals. During the month of May, headlines of 
women and child murder victims, including 
Hillary Gardee, siblings, Marcia and Pretty 
Mazibuko, as well as Bontle Mashiyane killed, 
among others, sparked public outrage.
Read more on page 2-3

Bontle Mashiyane.

Marcia Mazibuko  Pretty Mazibuko Hillary Gardee
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MAYHEM FOLLOWS BONTLE’S KILLING

MEC for Community Safety, Security 
and Liaison, Vusi Shongwe has 
condemned the incident of a Sangoma 
alleged to be involved in the kidnapping 
and killing of six-year-old Bontle 
Mashiyane in Mganduzweni recently.

There is a video in circulation where 
a man alleges that the they were sent by 
a traditional healer who wanted female 
body parts to be used for traditional 
purposes.

Shongwe says: “This is purely evil and 
inhuman and should not be allowed in 
communities. Those traditional healers 
should be in the forefront in the fight 
against Gender Based Violence (GBV) 
and the killing of women and not being 
perpetrators.

“We have no place for traditional 
healers who rely on the death of other 
people in order to heal. In fact, those 
should not be regarded as traditional 
healers, but criminals. True traditional 
healers don’t hurt others to heal another.

“We cannot accept any form of 
criminality in the name of traditional 
healing. True traditional healers must 
expose those who are using this gift to 
destroy and kill others,” he says.

Shongwe has further called on 
community members to work hand in 
hand with police in order to stop this evil 

work by criminals who hide behind the 
gift of traditional healing.

“No matter how poor you are; you 
must never think of hunting human 
beings in order to bring food on the table. 
Indeed, this can never be a justification 
for brutally killing another human being 
in that manner,” he says.

He reiterated that the incident where 
a traditional healer assisted the police 
to arrest suspects linked to the killing of 

Hillary Gardee must be commended.
He says that when healers are 

approached by criminals to cleanse them, 
they should be reported to the police as 
the traditional healer in the Gardee  
case did.

“Traditional healers who help criminals 
are equally criminals; they should be 
arrested too and removed from our 
communities as they too encourage 
crime,” he concludes.

• THREE HOMESTEADS BURNT 
DOWN BY MOB AFTER THE COURT 
APPEARANCE OF THREE SUSPECTS 
WHO WERE FORMERLY CHARGED 
ON MONDAY.

MGANDUZWENI - What a solemn 
Sunday it turned out to be for the 
Mashiyane family, who have been 
left shattered after the discovery that 
their immediate neighbour, a female, 
masterminded the disappearance and death 
of their granddaughter, Bontle Mashiyane, 
who disappeared on 30 April 2022.

The female suspect, Ntombi Ngwenya, 
40, is one of three suspects that police 
have been frantically searching for and 
gave chase until the first suspect, Collen 
Hlongwane, 36, was arrested in his  
hideout in Edwaleni near Kabokweni. 
The third accused in the case is Thapelo 
Ngomane, 25.

It has been further reported that Bontle’s 
mutilated body parts were sold to a 
sangoma, who is one of the two other 
suspects being questioned by police. 
Bontle was also raped before being 
murdered.

This trio is also linked to four other 
murders which occurred in the area dating 
back to 2017.

Premier Refilwe Mtshweni-Tsipane, 
paying her last respects to young Bontle, 
who was accompanied by Provincial 
Police Commissioner, Lt General 
Semakaleng Manamela, reiterated thus: 
“It’s disappointing that the mastermind 

behind the kidnapping, murder and rape 
of young and petite Bontle Mashiyane, 
is a woman, her next door neighbour, the 
mother of her 10-year-old friend whom she 
played with daily.

“The first suspect that police 
apprehended, was finally cornered in 
Edwaleni, whereby, he confessed to the 
kidnapping, murder and rape of. Bontle. 
Subsequently when the second and third 
suspects were apprehended, they took the 
police to the crime scene where they had 
cut the body parts and left her skull empty.

“The eyes, tongue and everything was 
cut out. The child had been raped before 
she was killed and mutilated. 

“This was a six-year-old who was raped 
by a 40-year-old man being instructed 
by a woman who was her neighbour who 
happened to see the child most of the 
time more than her family as she used to 
play with her child daily, but she saw it 
appropriate to end her life.

“The three suspects are in custody and 
they will be appearing in court soon to be 
formerly charged. There are two others 
that are still being interrogated by the 

police, one of them 
is the sangoma. The 
investigations will be 
completed soon.

“It’s very important to 
thank the community 
of Masoyi for being 
active participants in 
bringing about closure 
for the family as they 
helped to apprehend 
these perpetrators and 
they were brought to 
book.

“We’re grateful for 
that because it’s always been our emphasis 
that we should work together with the 
police to resolve crime situations within 
our communities,” she stated.

Meanwhile, the three suspects appeared 
before the Kabokweni Magistrate’s Court 
on Monday 23 May 2022, facing four 
charges of Kidnapping, Human trafficking, 
Rape and murder.

They were remanded in custody until 
24 June, 2022 as they applied for legal aid 
assistance. They did not want to apply for 

bail. Their next appearance will be held at 
Masoyi Periodical Court.

According to police spokesperson, 
Brigadier Selvy Mohlala: “The discovery 
of the little girl’s body was made on 
Saturday 21 May 2022 at Mganduzweni 
near White River.

“Bontle Zethu Ditebogo Mashiyane, 
aged 6, was reported missing on Saturday, 
30 April 2022 by her family after she 
was last seen playing with other children 
nearby.

“The investigation team was led to a 
scene where her body was thrown in the 
thick bushes, not far from her homestead 

(about 2 kilometers from her 
residence). Her body was found 

in a state of decomposition,” 
said Mohlala.

• Unfortunately, 
the media contingent 
covering the court 
appearance, were 
refused permission 
to cover the case 

as no recording and 
photographing was 

permitted by the senior 
prosecutor citing sensitivity 

of the case which may result in 
incitement of the local community 

- however, without media coverage, the 
community burned down three homesteads 
after the court appearance.

ADDITIONAL SUSPECTS  ARRESTED 
FOR MURDER OF BONTLE  MASHIYANE

Meanwhile,  two additional suspects 
appeared before Kabokweni Magistrate’s 
Court on Tuesday 24 May 2022, facing 
three charges of Kidnapping, Rape and 
murder.
Samuel Makebeletane Tsela (63) and 
his son Philasande Tsela (28) were also 
remanded in custody until 24 June.
They will join
Collen Hlongwane (36), Thapelo Ngomane 
(25) and Ntombi Mgwenya (40) in their 
next appearance to be held at Masoyi 
Periodical Court.

MEC Shongwe urges communities to expose ritual killings

MEC Vusi Shongwe.

Premier Refilwe 
Mtshweni-Tsipane 

and Provincial 
Commissioner 

Lt General 
Semakaleng 

Manamela

Cross-border ritual murder style killings intensifying in the area as six-year-old Bontle Mashiyane’s 
body is found cut to pieces with her skull lying open and her tongue and eyes missing, too.

One of the suspect’s houses on fire.

BONGANI HLATSHWAYO
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 MBOMBELA- I nstances of convicts 
who commit heinous crimes being granted 
parole and reoffending has raised fears and 
concerns among the public. 

With the recent arrest of five suspects 
linked to the murder, rape and kidnapping 
of six-year-old Bontle Mashiyane, it 
came to light that one of them, Collen 
Hlongwane had been released on parole at 
the time of committing the recent crime. 

In another incident, siblings, Marcia and 
Pretty Mazibuko were gunned down by 
one of their partners in KaNyamazane on 
Sunday, May 15. 

It is alleged that the suspect, Rassie 
Nkuna is also a parolee. 

Hlongwane was sentenced to 10 years 
in prison for being in possession of an 
illegal firearm and attempted murder. In 

May 2013 he was released on parole, but 
committed murder in December that year 
and was sentenced for 1 244 days in prison 
for violation of his parole. He was then 
sentenced to 15 years in prison for murder 
with a three-year suspension. He was 
released again in December 2021 until his 
arrest last week. 

Fear, disappointment and disapproval has 
crept in for many. 

Belinda Ndzukula said all hope is lost in 
the justice system as she, as a woman, no 
longer feels safe. 

Nomthandazo Shabangu pointed out that 
parolees who reoffend have no conscience 
because they commit murders knowing 
they are protected by the law. “It is as if 
these people find pleasure in killing others. 

“Why are they giving them second 
chances because this jeopardizes the safety 
of others,” she asked. 

On the hand, Judy Mathebula said all 
this shows that systems in place are never 
reviewed, to which the Department of 
Correctional Services’ spokesperson, 
Singabakho Nxumalo responded stating 
that the current parole system, which was 
introduced in 2004 (based on a model 
developed already in 1997 and legislated in 
1998), may require some restructuring and 
in need of a review. 

“A review is currently underway. A 
Community Corrections Stakeholder 
Summit which took place at Leeuwkop 
Correctional Centre on March 29 and 30 
resulted  in an Action Plan focussing on 
elements related to absconder management, 
expansion of economic opportunities, 
restorative justice approaches as well as 
community initiatives.”

Nxumalo also mentioned that for the 
past three years, DCS has recorded a 99% 

success rate for parolees and probationers 
complying with conditions of release. 

“The 1% that violates their parole 
conditions and commit serious and violent 
crimes are dealt with following legal 
processes. It is undesirable for parolees 
to reoffend as this does cause harm to the 
society. 

It is therefore imperative to develop 
an understanding through scientific 
research as to the causes of re-offending 
and the effectiveness of rehabilitation and 
reintegration initiatives, which DCS has 
embarked upon,” he said. 

 “The extent to which societal institutions 
such as the family unit and other 
community institutions embrace correction 
as one of their basic functions will have an 
impact on successful social reintegration as 
well as the future rate of reoffending,”  
said Nxumalo. 

PAROLE SYSTEM UNDER SCRUTINY 

“Absent parenting is one of reasons of child theft” - Premier asserts
MGANDUZWENI – When Premier 

Refilwe Mtshweni-Tsipane visited the 
family of the late six-year-old Bontle 
Mashiyane, she asserted that one of the 
prime reasons child theft is on the increase, 
it is absent parenting in most cases.

“When you take a closer look at 
children’s disappearance cases in the 
province, it clearly indicates that us as 
parents, somewhere, somehow, there’s 
where we’re not doing things the right way 
in terms of ensuring safety for our children 
in society.

“It’s incumbent upon ourselves as 
parents, especially for young children, 
from time to time when your child is not in 
sight, you must take responsibility to find 
out where the child is at all times. It’s your 
responsibility to know the whereabouts 
the child is playing and with whom at all 
times.

“At that point, if the child is playing at 
your neighbour’s house, ensure that your 
neighbour or anyone elderly is there to 
keep an eye on the children. If not, call 
the children to come and play in your own 
yard and watch over them.

“That is very important for you to take 
the other children back to your neighbour 
when they are back. It’s such a scary 

situation because if unattended, they 
children may be molested by any stranger, 
including uncles, too.

“I want to consciously state and 
emphasise that parents need to take care of 
their children, even the law demands that, 

too. You must, at all times, know where 
your child is at all times. At intervals you 
need to check if the child is still where 
he or she is playing at. Most importantly, 
avoid letting your children to play in the 
streets, it’s not safe at all.

“We’ve realized that children disappear 
in the hands of known people, most of the 
times. It’s at the hands of close relatives, 
including their own parents, too. My 
appeal is for communities to work together 
and look out for stray children on the 
streets, whether it’s your own or not, do 
something to save them.

“Take the child to the police station or 
to one’s home if you know where they 
stay. You’ll be doing a responsible thing of 
safeguarding the child. The other day, we 
came across a six-year-old child loitering 
in the streets around 20.30, we discovered 
when we inquired about her home, we 
were told her mother was relaxing at a 
nearby shebeen.

“She was busy indulging in liquor 
and that child was an easy target of 
child snatchers. As a community, in the 
absence of one’s parents, we need to take 
responsibility and save a soul at all costs. 
To us, that’s absent parenting.

“This means these children have 
absolutely no one looking after them, 
yet they need our care and bring them 
up with good principles. It’s everybody’s 
responsibility to make sure our children 
are safe in our communities,” she 
concluded.

Premier Refilwe Mtshweni-Tsipane consoling Bontle Mashiyane’s granny.

MBOMBELA - The ANCWL in 
Mpumalanga is gravely saddened and 
concerned by the perpetual violence 
against women and children in the 
province. 

Provincial spokesperson, Thandi 
Shongwe said: “It is with great sadness 
that women and children are still facing 
the harsh realities of Gender-Based 
Violence and Femicide. We call upon our 
civil society to declare war against all 
perpetrators of violence and abuse. We 
also call upon the courts to apply an iron 
fist against all GBV/Femicide perpetrators. 

“The ANCWL has learned with great 
sadness about the passing of six-year-
old Bontle Mashiyane. Our members 
and structures have been on the ground 
assisting the family in a quest to find the 
young girl ever since she was declared 
missing. After searching and hoping to 
find her alive, on the 21st of May Bontle 
was found dead. 

“Her body was found dumped not very 
far from her home, mutilated. We bow our 
heads in shame after hearing that one of 
the suspects in the case is a woman, we 
equally call our law enforcement to do its 
best in convicting and giving the harshest 
sentence. 

“We want to outrightly indicate that the 
woman involved in the case of Bontle is 
a disgrace to our course, we expect all 

women to be at the centre of protecting 
our children and women. We have also 
learned, the perpetrators on Bontle’s case 
have since confessed there are five other 
children who were met with the same fate 
as Bontle. 

“The issue of trading with human parts 
is now joined by women, we are saying: 
#NOTINOURNAMES. These people 
in the main, do not deserve to be in our 
communities, they are heartless and whose 
acts amount to Devilish. 

“Our movement believes strongly that 
children are the future of this country, we 
have been robbed of a bright young girl 
who was supposed to contribute positively 
to our country, GBV/Femicide are sad 
realities of our communities however 
when they are directed to our young girls, 
must be met with the harshest contempt 
they deserve,” said Shongwe.

She paid homage to the following;
Pretty and Marcia Mazibuko in 

Kanyamazane by a boyfriend;
Empathise with the sister of Namhla 

Mtwa in the Eastern Cape who was shot 
and killed with 9 bullets just outside her 
home, trying to escape a toxic and abusive 
relationship;

We welcome and applaud the strides 
done in the Hillary Gardee case, which 
left us all devastated after she was found 
brutally killed and raped;

We stand with the family of Nelly 
Motha whose case is at the EMalahleni 
Magistrate court - she was also killed in a 
gruesome manner which no-one deserves 
and no family deserves to go through just 
like all other cases of GBV/Femicide.

“We maintain our call to have all those 
implicated and arrested in relation to this 
case to face the harshest sentencing by 
the presiding Judge. The vulnerability and 
killings of women and children do not 
exist in isolation.

“The South African Law enforcement 
officials must work tirelessly in finding 

and convicting the murderer of both these 
sisters, who amongst them, is one of their 
own, we want this particular case to set 
a precedence to such an extent that no 
man will ever want to find himself in that 
position.

“We want all cases linked to abuse of 
vulnerable groups be treated with urgency, 
we call upon law enforcement agencies to 
move swiftly on all leads that will help us 
put all these criminals behind bars where 
they belong,” she ended.

This statement has been shortened.

ANC Women’s League calls for iron fist from courts

YOLISWA KHUMALO

African National Congress Women’s League, Thandi Shongwe.



PHABENI –  Crime targeted at tourists on 
our tourists routes have experienced rising 
crime incidents of hijackings along the routes, 
especially along the Numbi Gate route.

The aggravating conditions along the Numbi 
route are the numerous humps which are high in 
height, which calls for a vehicle to almost come 
to a standstill at each hump, which is when 
criminal elements pounce on unsuspecting 
tourists.  

The developing circumstances, thus called 
upon Ehlanzeni District Municipality (EDM), 
Mpumalanga Tourism and Parks Agency 
(MTPA), the Department of Community 
Safety, Security and Liaison, South African 
Police Services (SAPS) and other stakeholders 
within the tourism industry which included 
SANPARKS, among others, to embark on a 
tourism safety awareness drive which targeted 
three main crime hotspots within Ehlanzeni 
District which are Phabeni Gate exit, Numbi 
Gate and Kruger Park Gate, respectively.

The awareness campaign entailed a stop and 
go patrol, whereby, the traffic officers, SAPS 
and tourism monitors stopped vehicles along 
those routes in order to interact with them on 
safety measures to protect tourists, promote 
the spirit of the community encompassing the 
importance of tourists in contributing to the 
economic development of the country and 
protecting them at all costs.

Speaking to MTPA’s Lindiwe Mthombeni, 
Manager for Tourism Safety in the province, 
was all revealing as she said: “We are gathered 
here together with our stakeholders because 
we have been triggered by the constant attack 
on tourists on some of our routes, hence we 

saw it necessary to embark on the is awareness 
campaign as a collective.

“As a collective with our stakeholders, 
we realized that we could come up with a 
workable and practicable solution to the crime 
situation targeted at tourists. We need to create 
a conducive environment for tourists to travel 
freely and safely in our province as a whole.

“Another important aspect is for us to 
showcase and put emphasis on the communities 
how important tourists are to our economic 
development in the province. As we’re here on 
these stops and go, we distributed important 
safety information in brochures and maps 
for tourists to easily find their destinations, 
including accessing emergency numbers in case 
they are attacked or for any other need.

“We’ve also included in those brochures that 
in case of emergency, they can go to the nearest 
police station to seek help. In short, we’re 
educating our communities on how to take good 
care of tourists within their vicinities, all the 
time,” explained Mthombeni.

How prevalent are crimes against tourists in 
the province?

“The most prevalent crime occurrence is 
along the Numbi Gate route, whereby, tourists 
get attacked and their belongings stolen from 
them, so we decided that we shouldn’t focus on 
the Numbi road alone, but we should extend our 
campaign to include the other gates which are 
Phabeni and Kruger Gates, too where most of 
our tourists visit,” she further explained.

EDM’s Steven Von Bardeleben, Manager 
Tourism said: “We were invited by MTPA to be 
part of this tourism awareness campaign which 
precipitated by the recent crimes that accrued 

along these busy tourism routes towards the 
Kruger National Park. These routes have been 
experiencing attacks against tourists.

“It transpired that they are easily identifiable 
even at garage as they refill fuel and 
information easily spreads around the area of 
their presence. Obviously, one can identify by 
the number plates that there are tourists in the 
area.

“The main purpose behind this awareness 
campaign, is to tray and mobilise the 
communities because, obviously, the criminals 
are living within these communities that are 
meting crime against tourists.

“We met with the traditional authority of 
the area, whereby, we urged them to be in the 
forefront of motivating their communities and 
let the chiefs be the face of their communities  
in welcoming and ensuring tourist safety in  
the area.

“A lot of the community don’t feel the 
potential of tourism because all the lodges and 
guesthouses within these communities, employ 
locals. If tourism were to decline here, it would 
be terrible for the area,” he stated.

How effective are the tourism monitors?
“They are doing an excellent job. When 

we’re back in our offices, they are our hands 
and feet on the ground protecting the tourists, 
advising the tourists, being our eyes and ears, 
too. They are also our direct line to the SAPS if 
there are incidents occurring.

“We also have tourism monitors in other 
towns like Hazyview, Barberton and Mbombela, 
too. We have some sprawled in other tourist 
towns across the district to ensure there’s safety 
for our tourists,” assured Bardeleben.

#Faceup! #SocialDistance! #Washup!
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EDM-MTPA PARTNERING TO ENSURE 
TOURISM SAFETY IN THE DISTRICT
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It’s quite absurd that promises made 
with government come back to haunt 
them as the recent issue with the military 
veterans who are demanding reparations 
of R4.2 million and monthly pensions of 
R15 000 monthly.

Surely, if one looks closer at the 
situation right now, the military 
veterans, not just former exiles, deserve 
it for their sacrifice for their country. It’s 
a fact, not every exiled people were in 
the military, but others were at tertiary 
institutions studying and in many other 
streams, while others were apolitical.

Many were compensated through 
being included in the South African 
National Defence Force, which, at some 
stage was problematic at integration 
stages, but it was fixed.

So, some exiles who were never in 
military confines whilst in exile have 
been applying for such compensations, 
which is not fair, if you compare that 
with activists who’ve been inside the 
country facing the apartheid regime’s 
forces on a daily basis - they, too, 
deserve to be rewarded when such 
reparations are opened up.

But in all honesty, how did they reach 
the R4.2 million reparations figure for 
each one of them? I wish someone could 
break it down for me, honestly. As for 
the R15 000 monthly pension payout, is 
the country going to afford that?

Are these promises entered into with 
government realistic when service 
delivery is at its lowest? It’s even worse 
with the recent floods which completely 
destroyed infrastructure in KZN and 
they have to relocate communities and 
start afresh - that will cost billions of 
rand to fix?

Yes, somehow they feel the country 
owes them for the freedom we got 
as a result of their going to exile and 
joining the military ranks. It’s very true, 
but it also calls for all the people who 
remained behind and faced the wrath of 
apartheid government’s ruthlessness in 
the eye, they also deserve that reparation 
fund, too because they also fought for 
our freedom. Isn’t it true?

Let’s find a better way to resolve these 
impending problems - the government 
needs to look at the welfare of everyone, 
not certain sectors of people in our 
society, that way they are causing a 
division.

We need a unified effort to resolve 
this matter amicably before it gets out of 
control.

If there’s reparations to be paid, then 
everyone deserves reparations, one way 
or the other.

Decent spacious housing, decent 
jobs, good infrastructure, economic 
opportunities and a cordial political 
climate are some of the essential entities 
needed by a liberated community. I’m 
sure everyone would appreciate the 
above.

What do you think about it?
You can send your comments to: 
bongani@mpmirroronline.co.za

BONGANI HLATSHWAYO

MKHUHLU – Ehlanzeni District 
Municipality’s (EDM) Guesthouse Support 
Programme meant to boost their economic 
stature and skills in the tourism industry, 
has highly impressed the Municipal Public 
Accounts Committee (MPAC) delegation 
who went on an oversight visit to their 
establishments last Wednesday.

EDM identified the guesthouse support 
programme as a key economic growth 
and development in the tourism industry 
within the Ehlanzeni District. The project 
is aimed at ensuring that small business 
such as guesthouses continue to operate 
and remain sustainable with enough 
support from both private and public 
organisations – this enables sustainability 
and possibly increasing work opportunities 
and diversity within the tourism sector 
as it also addresses skills and enterprise 
development within the hospitality sector.

Chairperson of EDM’s MPAC, Thulisile 
Khoza said: “It is quite motivating to 
witness tourism products of such a 
high standard being situated in rural 
communities and solely owned by the 
community, too.

“As has been reported to us that their 
businesses are thriving, surely, those 
tourists who utilise them, receive the 
best hospitality. It is also gratifying 
that EDM, as an institute, has created a 

Graduate Placement Programme, whereby, 
newly-qualified graduates gain practical 
experience from these establishments.

“Mind you, these facilities have also 
been provided with Health certificates 
because our Municipal Health Unit has 

inspected and constantly monitors that 
they upkeep their health status at all times. 
EDM is also responsible for supporting 
them with marketing material which 
includes sign boards, pull-up banners, 
flyers, brochures, business cards and taking 
them through Tourism Grading Council of 
South Africa (TGCSA).

“As an added service provided by EDM, 
food service training has been provided 
through a service provider appointed by 
EDM which allows establishments which 
sell food, to be issued with a Certificate of 
Acceptance,” ended Khoza.

The beneficiaries are Mihanzu 
Guesthouse, View Inn Exclusive Lodge, 
Emoyeni lodge, Riverside Kaia, Sagwadi 
Boutique Hotel, Msingitana Tented Camp, 
Leopard Kruger Lodge Backpackers and 
Roxy 7174 Villa.

EDM has through the sector-based 
skills development programme, placed 
the following graduates, as a form of 
assistance to the guesthouses supported 
under the programme: Lindokuhle Khoza 
and Nikiwe Mathebula (Riverside Kaia 
Lodge), Jessica Silubane, Advice Khoza 
and Tiyiselani Mnisi (Sagwadi Boutique 
Hotel),  Nkosinathi Bvuma, Vonani 
Makgane and Vanessa Mkhonto (Asante 
Guesthouse) and Vuthlari Magagule is 
placed at Wild Olivetree.

EDM’s MPAC impressed by guesthouse support programme
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MBOMBELA- As the country 
celebrated International Nurses Day, they 
committed to continue working hard to 
save people’s lives. 

This commitment was made on May 
12 where nurses graced the event held 
at Church Unlimited. Most said despite 
various challenges healthcare workers 
face on a daily basis, they would continue 
to ensure they do take on their task to the 
best of their ability. 

Speaking to two young nurses, 
Sibonelo Lusenga from Bernice Samuels 
in Delmas and Noxolo Lubisi who works 
at the Lydenburg Hospital they admitted 
saving lives is a passion coming from 
within. 

Lusenga is from a family with more 
than two members in the health profession 
which sparked his interest in finding out 
more about it. He said he immediately 
fell in love with with nursing 
and hopes one day he will be 
recognized for his work. 
“ Nothing gives me 
pleasure than seeing 
my patients recover 
from illnesses and 
I encourage young 

people to explore the health sector as 
more expertise is needed.”

Being in the profession for four years 
has taught Lubisi that serving the people 
needs no rewards. She said during the 
time she was busy with her practicals 
she was able to improve her people 
skills and is able to deal with different 
patients. “One needs to have the heart and 
dedication for nursing or else you will be 
miserable. I cannot defend things like staff 
attitude in other places but I advise others 
to prioritize everyone that walks into a 
facility and treat them with respect,” she 
said. 

City of Mbombela executive mayor, 
Sibongile Makushe-Mazibuko also 
reminded nurses that the profession does 
only does it include caring for the sick 
and the public, but also being advocates 
for well being and impacting positive 

patient outcomes.
“ Always remember that 
you advocate for reforms 

that affect society and its 
health, therefore your 
contribution to the 
sector counts,” said 
the executive mayor.

INTERNATIONAL NURSES DAY CELEBRATED
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COMMUNITY

TEKWANE SOUTH - Months after the 
collapse due to heavy rains, motorists will 
soon be able to access road that connects 
Tekwane and KaNyamazane. 

Reconstruction of the bridge worth 
over R20 million delayed and only began 
in October last year due to delays with 
establishing this steering committee. 
Since the collapse, a temporary bypass 
road was constructed. 

On Wednesday, May 2 during an 
oversight visit conducted by the provincial 
legislature’s Portfolio Committee on 
Public Works, Roads and Transport, it 
was proposed that the completion date be 
moved to June 30. 

However, the contractor, Sam Ntlemo of 
Ntlemo Projects gave assurance it would 
be complete before then and it would soon 
be hand it over to the community. 

“There were slight delays, but with 
the cooperation of the community, we 
managed to fast tack the work. Things are 
in place and on the second week of June 
it will be complete,” said the contractor 
who also assured the youth with trade 
certificates. 

The project currently employs 15 
people including those living with 
disabilities and the majority being youth 
and women. 

A total of 22 local Small, micro 
and medium-sized entities (SMMEs) 
benefitted from the project.

TEKWANE BRIDGE IS ALMOST COMPLETE

The Provincial Treasury welcomed 30 
new trainee accountants to its Public Finance 
Management (PFM) Learnership Programme 
on Tuesday.

The trainees will be placed in various 
provincial departments, municipalities and 
state entities to undergo a three-year blended 
training Programme that is facilitated by 
the South African Institute of Professional 
Accountants (SAIPA).

This is the second group of trainees after 
the first successful group was recruited by 
the Provincial Treasury in 2019.

Speaking at the launch and induction 
of the second cohort of recruits, the 
General Manager: Assets and Liabilities 
Management, Cyril Dlamini said the 
Programme is part of the critical “pathway 
in the department  mission to enhance 
fiscal discipline, accountability, and 
effective governance in PFMA and MFMA 
institutions through capable and professional 
workforce.

“We have committed ourselves to build 
appropriate capacity in the department as 
well as amongst all professionals within 
the financial administration to provide 
sound and credible management of public 

resources in the Province,” he added.
The programme is one of the many skills 

development initiatives that the Department 
is implementing to improve capacity in all 
financial management disciplines in the 
Province.

The Head of Education, Training, and 
Support at SAIPA, Karl Smith welcomed the 
collaboration with the department, adding 

that it assists the institution to supply pool of 
competent and qualified accountants that are 
required by the economy.

All trainee accountants have been 
allocated mentors who are qualified 
professional accountants at a management 
level at the provincial and local government 
spheres.

SAIPA has undertaken to provide hands-

on support to the learners to make their 
blended training programme a success as 
they join over three million accountants 
worldwide.

The programme is offered at NQF 
level 8 (Honours). It includes academic 
and practical work experience to develop 
technical and practical competencies of the 
trainees.

Provincial Treasury welcomes trainee accountants
Contractor, Sam Ntlemo. Construction workers on site. Committee conducting an inspection. 

The portfolio committee and officials of the department.Construction site. 

The bridge is set to be complete in June. 



#Faceup! #SocialDistance! #Washup!

7PRESIDENTIAL IMBIZO

CAROLINA - President Cyril 
Ramaphosa descended in this small town 
accompanied by his Cabinet Ministers and 
Deputy Ministers, including provincial 
leadership led by Premier Refilwe 
Mtshweni-Tsipane, whereby, they listened 
and responded to some of the issues 
affecting communities in the province 
recently.

He embarked on an oversight visit to 
assess progress in service delivery in line 
with the One District, One Plan approach 
of the District Development Model. 
He also engaged with the Mpumalanga 
Business Forum.

Among the speakers at the imbizo, was 
a resident from Carolina, Makhaza Ntuli 
who highlighted some of the challenges 
the community faces. 

“This underdeveloped town has an 
influx of people from neighbouring 
countries. There is no progress in this 
town. Our district and executive mayor 
must attract investment in this small town 
and big companies so that Carolina can 
grow. 

“By so doing, there will be more job 
opportunities for our people. Mr President, 
the land issue is still in question. Since 
1994, the government promised that land 
will be redistributed to the rightful owners, 
but still the process is stagnant. 

“Even those who have got the land, are 
not supported by particular as small-scale 
farmers. Our people are serviced by a local 

department of Agriculture office, with only 
one person serving an entire community 
with little to no resources available. We 
need land to be made available so that 
houses can also be built. Many families 
are crammed into small houses,” he stated.

He went on to say that there is 
serviced land in the Chief Albert Luthuli 
Municipality and it should be made 
available so that people get decent houses. 
Ntuli sighted Extension Five and requested 
that President Ramaphosa must instruct 
local authorities to avail the land to be 
developed.

“We have committed ourselves that no 

one will invade that land. We want our 
dignity to be restored. Mr President, we do 
not have SASSA offices in this area. We 
have to travel from Carolina to Nhlazatshe 
about 100 kilometres away from here.

“The officials visited the area because 
you were coming. They told us that they 
will not render a full service because they 
only came for screening. We want state 
entities to work for our people and turn 
against them. Public servants must serve 
the people without hesitation. 

“We also don’t have a TVET College 
and a Police Station. If we have a police 
station in Silobela, it will strengthen the 
police station in town. As we speak, two 
police vehicles are servicing the area. 
The SAPS staff cannot handle such a big 
community with crime prevention and 
other criminal activities. 

“Cases are dragging because there 
isn’t enough capacity and our people 
need justice. Last but not least, this is a 
town full of mines, but our people are 
unemployed because they are not skilled. 
They do not have the skills that the mines 
require. Our CVs are not considered 
because our people do not have the right 
skills that is why we need a TVET College 
that will address skills development. 
In so doing, this community will move 
forward,” said Ntuli.

Ramaphosa opened up the floor to all 
local municipalities to voice out their 
concerns and several issues pertaining to 
lack of infrastructure, potholes, lack of 
housing, lack of job opportunities and lack 
of economic opportunities were raised.

The president, in his articulate manner 
in dealing with communities openly, 
requested some of the ministers to 
clarify certain vital issues like water and 
sanitation and many more.

The leaders were at hand to put clarity 
on some issues, but most of the issues 
raised, were not an overnight thing to 
accomplish as Ramaphosa said: “Lendaba 
ayipheleli la namhlanje, but numerous 
follow ups will be conducted until we get 
it right.

“My Deputy Ministers are the most 
active ones in this Cabinet and they will 
work around the clock to ensure we 
meet the people’s expectations, going 
forward. As earlier explained that we will 
work along the District Model, which 
incorporates a chain that includes national, 
provincial and local governments working 
together and being co-ordinated by district 
municipalities in every province.

“That way, we will ensure that we are 
at par with what our people want their 
government to do for them, and that we 
will definitely accomplish at all costs,”  
he stated.

PRESIDENT CYRIL RAMAPHOSA LISTENS TO 
PEOPLE’S VOICE AT THE PRESIDENTIAL IMBIZO
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Some of the cabinet members. Members of the community.

President Cyril Ramaphosa.

Minister for COGTA, Dr Nkosazana Dlamini- Zuma. Community leader, Makhaza Ntuli.
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TS GALAXY RETAIN TOP TIER STATUSTS GALAXY RETAIN TOP TIER STATUS
Spectators are guaranteed 16 games at 

Mbombela Stadium for TS Galaxy’s 2022/23 
DStv campaign.

The Rockets limped out of the relegation 
zone with three points against Chippa United 
on May 21 at Nelson Mandela Bay Stadium. 
They retained their top tier status just before 
the final whistle when the club captain, Given 
Msimango, netted a brace in the 93rd minute.

In an interview with SAFM’s Thabo Mosia, 
he said it was fortunate that the ball landed at 
his feet and played the ball wide. “My instinct 
was to get a goal. At that moment I took my 
first touch and the second one I aimed straight 
to the polls. The feeling of joy, excitement 
and energy was amazing. Looking at the 
highlights it was an ema you all moment. You 
could tell that it was a very important game 
for us. I’m honoured to have been the one 
that scored that critical goal. I don’t score that 
often but I’m honoured with this one. I made 
a lot of people and Mpumalanga happy,” he 
said.

Sead Ramovic’s side finished the campaign 
four points clear of the bottom two in 13th 
place, one ahead of the Chilli Boys, who 
came close to staring at the relegation playoffs 
themselves, only to escape off-site after 
Kaizer Chiefs scored a late equaliser to draw 
2-2 against Swallows.

Kurt Lentjies’s team slipped closer to the 
drop zone after going three games without a 
win in the league. 

They almost found themselves tailgating 
inside five minutes when Lindokuhle Mbatha 
forced Lloyd Kazapua into a fine save with a 

strike from range.
The hosts quickly went up the other end 

of the pitch and nearly scored a goal of their 
own, but Ramasimong Maloisane’s shot 
drifted just wide off the near post from inside 
the box on the right.

Lentjies was making his first and the last 
appearance of the season as a player, although 
he lasted just 14 minutes before replacing 
himself with Eva Nga Bienvenu.

The game intensified from the 54-minute 
mark until the closing stages. Both sides 
pushed for a winner in the final moments 

with Bathusi Aubaas getting on the end of 
Mahlangu’s cross to force Kazapua to save his 
header in the 84th minute. Melusi Buthelezi 
was required to keep out Azola Matrose’s 
angled strike from the right soon afterwards.

Sandile Mthethwa then produced a sharp 
save out of Buthelezi from close range and it 
proved vital as Galaxy struck in added time 
with Msimango beating Kazapua from inside 
the area.

Meanwhile, Orlando Pirates recorded their 
first DStv Premiership win in four matches 
as they comfortably beat Maritzburg United 

4-1 at the Orlando Stadium on May 23. 
Thembinkosi Lorch was the star of the game 
with a goal and three assists to help Mandla 
Ncikazi’s side return to winning ways.

Kwame Peprah, Deon Hotto and Kabelo 
Dlamini also got on the scoresheet for the 
hosts, with Friday Samu getting a solitary 
reply for the Team of Choice, who finished 
the season in 12th place just above The 
Rockets. Should the Sea Robbers beat Royal 
AM and SuperSport United on 27 and 30 
May respectively they will finish runners-up 
in the league Mamelodi Sundowns lifted their 
trophy as champions of this season’s DStv 
Premiership. 

JABULANE KHUMALO

Coach celebrates with players after winning the game.

Congratulations to Nkangala Athletics Academy runner, Mandla Nkabinde who was the first runner across the finish line in the 21km Ice 
Breaker Marathon that took place at Highveld Mall on May 22. Nkabinde also won a bronze medal at the Colgate 32km earlier this month. 
He’s not new to winning ways as he has competed and won numerous races. Congratulations are in order!

Kamogelo Sibelebele and Chippa’s left 
winger  Ramasimong Maloisane.

Congratulations to Mandla Nkabinde


