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MBOMBELA - The three accused for 
the murder of Hillary Gardee will spend 
another month behind bars. 

This is after their bail application for 
Sipho Mkhatshwa, Philemon Lukhele 
and Mduduzi Albert Gama’s case was 
postponed to July 22 last Thursday due to 
outstanding ballistic and DNA results as 
well   cellphone analysis and records. 

The state requested for postponement 
in order to have time to gather all details 
needed to conclude the investigation. 

During their first appearance last month, 
they all abandoned their bail application, 
but Mkhatshwa later decided to continue 
with his bail application on Thursday, 
June 2. However, when the application 

continued the next day, his legal team 
asked to be recused due to a conflict of 
interest. 

Advocate Nqobizitha Mlilo, representing 
Lukhele and Gama, raised his 
clients’ medical concerns that 
were brought to his attention. 

He told the magistrate 
that Lukhele has suffered 
injuries due to torture 
when he was arrested and 
was not satisfied with the 
medical care he received 
and that no photographs 
of his injuries were taken. 
Mkhatshwa’s legal team 
shared the same sentiments, resulting in the 
court instructing all three to seek medical 
attention once again.

Economic Freedom Fighters’ (EFF) 
Deputy Secretary General, Poppy Mailola, 
addressed the public outside court after 
proceedings where she pointed out the 

leniency towards the accused 
by the state. 

“It seems our justice 
system favours killers and 
rapists more, not taking 
into consideration how the 
families of victims feel. 

“The Gardee family relives 
their pain and trauma of the 
murder of their loved one 
each time they come to  
court.

“We feel disrespected because these 
people show no remorse and all they care 
about is getting medical attention. Did they 

not think Hillary’s life was also important 
when they raped, stabbed and shot her? 
As the EFF, we are disappointed,” said 
Mailola. 

The trio, Sipho Mkhatshwa, Philemon 
Lukhele and Mduduzi Albert Gama are 
facing six charges of murder, kidnapping, 
rape, conspiracy to commit murder, 
possession of a firearm and ammunition 
and defeating the ends of justice. 

The daughter of former EFF Secretary 
General, Godrich Gardee, went missing 
on April 29 and her body was found a few 
days later near Sabie by timber plantation 
workers. 

Mkhatshwa is expected back in court 
tom July 7, while Lukhele and Gama will 
appear in the Nelspruit Magistrate’s Court 
on July 22. 

ANOTHER MONTH BEHIND 
BARS FOR MURDER ACCUSED

Murder-accused, Sipho Lawrence Mkhatshwa, Philemon Lukhele and Albert Mduduzi Gama.
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MILITARY VETERANS’ 
PLIGHTS HEARD

MBOMBELA - Some military veterans 
still struggle to make ends meet despite 
their contribution in fighting for the 
liberation of the country. 

However, Deputy President and 
Chairperson of the Presidential Task 
Team on military veterans, David Mabuza 
assured them that their plights would 
receive the highest priority. 

This was during his engagement 
with military veterans and provincial 
government at the Army Support Base on 
Tuesday where they raised their grievances 
on benefits relating to housing, healthcare, 
economic support and skills development. 

Speaking to veterans, Abel Maile said 
he has not benefited anything from the 
government and hoped Mabuza would 
assist in making change in their lives. 
George Maile felt veterans are not 
prioritized enough. “It’s a disgrace on 

how we are treated and not given what’s 
due to us. Many are living in poverty and 
have nothing to show for their work and 
dedication. Some are homeless and others 
were affected health wise but have no 
access to proper healthcare. Can we and 
our families be taken serious for once” he 
pleaded. 

Mabuza said the relevant departments 
would ensure their needs are met but 
pleaded with them to be practical and 
patient to allow processes to take place. He 
said provincially, such interactive meetings 
should take place not only once a year. 

“We have heard your concerns and take 
them into consideration. I also encourage 
the military veterans association together 
with other stakeholders to engage with 
one another. Your sacrifices and fighting 
for freedom remains a part of this county’s 
rich history. It does not go unnoticed and 
I believe we will rectify mistakes made in 
the past. We are committing to change and 
move a bit faster,” said Mabuza. 

To address the number of challenges 
raised by the Military Veterans, President 
Cyril Ramaphosa appointed the 
Presidential Task Team, chaired by Deputy 
President Mabuza and includes the Minister 
in the Presidency, Mondli Gungubele, 
Minister of Defence and Military Veterans, 
Thandi Modise together with the Deputy 
Minister of Defence and Military Veterans, 
Thabang Makwetla, to coordinate efforts 
of finding lasting solutions to address the 
identified challenges.

As part of this process, the Task 
Team has already held three Provincial 
consultations in Gauteng, the Eastern  
Cape and Limpopo and Mpumalanga with 
visits to other provinces in the advanced 
planning stages.

Deputy President David Mabuza.

Veterans and guests in attendance.

Veteran, George Maile.

MBOMBELA - The African National 
Congress in the province has partnered 
with Moral Regeneration Movement to 
combat the spiking gender-based violence 
cases in the province.

Both parties held a press conference 
at the January “Che” Masilela House on 
Monday, June 6. The presser was led by 
Provincial Secretary, Muzi Chirwa and 
Reverend Dr Micah Nthali who outlined 
their week-long GBV Prayer programme 
for the coming weeks.

“We have heard concerns of our people 
who are affected by the scourge. As the 
ANC, we share the pain with our people 
and we would like to also extend our 
condolences to those who lost their loved 
ones through this scourge. 

“We are committed to working with all 
stakeholders to ensure that we face social 
ills in our communities head-on. The 
Alliance is supporting this programme 
and our branch members are out building 
the consciousness of our people by 
organising this prayer weekend. 

“We will be visiting various churches 
and schools. The programme intends 
to also revive relationships with our 
neighbours to look after one another. 
All religious leaders are part of this 
programme and we have engaged the 
government to ensure that this programme 
finds traction. The Premier is also behind 
this programme,” said Chirwa.

He added that there will be marches 
organised in various areas in the province. 
They will also draft a memorandum to 
the judiciary to enable the justice system 
to act swiftly against those who commit 

heinous crimes. 
Provincial Executive Committee 

member, Lazarus Mashaba said it 
may seem as though women are at the 
forefront of fighting the scourge while 
some men are silent.

“Some subject our women and children 
to this painful scourge. I cannot imagine 
a woman in the house with an abusive 
husband who is subject to abuse every 
day, it’s a painful thing to go through. 

“Children adopt this behaviour because 
they see it from a parent. Through this 

programme, we will mobilise men to put 
their hands on the deck who will say not 
in our name. We are going to intensify 
programmes in the province that will 
particularly involve men. 

“As GBV stats escalates every day, with 
the new trend of abduction of children, 
should we not stop this and call upon 
the Almighty to assist us to speak to the 
hearts and minds of abusers. 

“We would’ve failed our society if we 
were to sit back and do nothing,” said 
Mashaba.

GBV receives ANC jab and spiritual intervention
JABULANE KHUMALO

ANC Provincial Secretary Muzi Chirwa.
Rev Micah Nthali of the Moral Regeneration 
Movement.

YOLISWA KHUMALO 
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MBOMBELA – Renowned celebrity 
author, Jackie Phamotse was in the city for 
her book tour last weekend.

Not familiar with who Phamotse is? 
Well, she’s the writer behind BARE: The 
Blesser’s Game which became one of the 
best selling books followed by others. 

Her work revolves around the narrative 
of women and children in Africa. Her 
stories are raw, well researched and 
extremely thought-provoking. Her 
latest release from the BARE series 
titled Mercy, recently hit the shelves. 

Her fans got to have their books signed 
by her and later, she caught up with a few 
locals and members of a book club. 

Here’s what she shared about her journey 
as a self-published author: 

How has the business side of things 
been for you?

I don’t think it’s really that different 
because everything is self-published. It’s 
just that as the books grow, you realize 
there’s a greater market that you need to be 
in a different city to engage with everyone. 

With the first book, I was still new, I 
didn’t know what I was doing really, The 

Blesser’s Game was written as a diary and 
I had no marketing ideas. I had no plan, 
really. So I just released the book and 
luckily, it went viral. 

As the series grew, I was very intentional 
with how the book covers are designed, 
how, when and how they are released. Just 
even just thinking about my social media 
and how I conduct myself as the books 
are also available in other countries like 
Botswana, Ghana and others. 

With marketing, I’m always thinking 
of: I am communicating the story through 
my social media. Whether it be Instagram, 
even newspaper outlets? What am I really 
communicating? What is the theme? Am 
I consistent with my themes? That’s why 
certain topics usually trend because I’m 
very consistent with the theme. I’m also 
very intentional with what I want to say. 

Your style of writing has evolved over 
the years. Would you say the genre of 
the series is different and would you 
change it? 

The style of writing has grown just 
in terms of how I use the language. The 
themes I wouldn’t change, because it’s 
what I really know and what I’m drawn 
to. As the story grew, I understood the 

importance of doing research and really 
understanding your subject matter. 

I had to then go and find these people to 
be able to expand the conversation beyond 
myself. That’s why we were able to create 
The Hockey Club. There’s Liwa, which 
is crime related where women kill their 
children and partners.

I had to go find women who are 
incarcerated and speak to them and see 
what was the reason for killing their own 
children was. I was forced to think outside 
of myself and what I know. But just the 
beauty of literature itself. The more you 
read, the more things you learn from other 
authors, and you want to see how you can 
do or write your own work better.

Would you say some of your views 
have cost you opportunities?

I really just say what I want and I will 
not think if you’re going to buy my books 
or not. If there is a social issue that’s 
happening on that day in that moment, and 
I feel compelled to say something, I will 
say it. 

People need to understand that I’m less 
human and have opinions as much as they 
do. If it’s work-related, I will work and do a 
great job then leave. At times, one sends in 
a proposal and it gets rejected because they 
know it’s you. I just believe that whatever 
God is putting for you, the right door 
definitely opens. 

You’ve ventured into children’s 
literature. Tell us more about that.

 
My friend who is a mother to two girls 

and I co-authored the three books. This 
is after we struggled to get books that 
speak about certain topics like teaching 
children about communicating about sexual 
violence in the home. Children need to 
be able to have such conversations with 
their parents without fear. The books are 
available, easy to understand and with user 
friendly language suitable for children. 

What is your advice to aspiring authors 
and publishers?

Tell the story as honestly and authentic 
as you can without thinking of the reader. 
The reader will eventually find you. The 
part you’re scared of, is actually what will 
heal people and make you connect with 
the reader.  Do not think about how you 
will publish and rather focus on writing a 
chapter each week. 

CATCHING UP WITH JACKIE PHAMOTSE

Models walked the runway showcasing various designers’ work and trends from the province. Guests were treated 
to an exquisite insight into the latest and unique fashion trends, including street, artsy and casual wear. 
Jabulane Khumalo captured the moment and mood of the show.

Designers bring fashion alive at the Annual Mpumalanga Fashion and Craft Show

YOLISWA KHUMALO 

Fans get their books signed.

Author, Jackie Phamotse.
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ELUKWATINI – A bitter community who were 
removed from the Songimvelo Nature Reserve and 
promised opportunities in the new venture, had 
their spirits dampened when the MEC for Finance, 
Economic Development and Tourism, Vusumuzi 
Mkhatshwa engaged them on Monday in an effort 
to find solutions to their burning problems.

One remarkable thing Mkhatshwa 
demonstrated before this community, was the fact 
that he openly told them that he’s pre-occupied in 
seeing communities living next to nature reserves 
deriving value, economic benefits from the 
opportunities presented by those nature reserves.

This transpired during the stakeholder 
engagement roadshow with communities 
surrounding the Songimvelo Nature Reserve.

He said: “Our pre-occupation is to see 
communities living next to our nature reserves co-
existing in harmony, and be the last line of defence 
of their nature reserves against any waywardness; 
[furthermore], they must derive value and 
economic benefits as a result of the opportunities 
presented by these nature reserves.”

The roadshow follows the Mkhatshwa’s 
visit to the area in March this year, where the 
communities surrounding the Songimvelo Nature 
Reserve, raised concerns, especially about the 

nature reserve’s dilapidated and porous fence, 
which allowed animals, particularly elephants, 
to cross over to communities and started being 
nuisance by destroying people’s crops, killing their 
animals, and even endangering their lives. 

“By engaging communities residing next to 
our provincial nature reserves, we confirm our 
commitment in strengthening relations with our 
stakeholders, hence our Roadshow to Songimvelo 
today. We value our stakeholders and as such, we 
will not leave anyone behind. 

“We know about the issue of the dilapidated 
fence, that is why we have put aside an amount 
of R15 million to replace it. Through our entity, 
the MTPA, we will within seven days advertise a 
tender to replace the fence in question. We hope 
that the appointment of the service provider, in 
this regard, would have been concluded by the end 
of this month,” he added.

Mkhatshwa profusely also apologised for 
the delay in replacing the fence, following the 
suspension of the advertising of tenders by the 
National Treasury, which has since been uplifted 
after seeking clarity from the Constitutional 
Court. 

“In the meantime, we have dispatched our 
rangers to guard the porous fence, to ensure that 
the animals within the reserve do not cross over to 
the surrounding communities. Your safety and the 
protection of your backyard gardens remain our 

utmost concern,” he explained.
Community members also raised various 

service delivery concerns with the MEC, including 
the delay in land restitution by the national 
Department of Agriculture, Land Reform and 
Rural Development. He further vowed to engage 
the department in question, to resolve the 
matter urgently, and even promised to bring the 
Department along to come and account to the 
community, in this regard. During the Roadshow, 
50 families from the surrounding areas were 
handed food parcels by MEC Mkhatshwa. 

“We just thought we should extend a helping 
hand by providing food parcels to those in 
need, more especially that the crops in their 
back gardens were destroyed by the roaming 
elephants”, concluded Mkhatshwa.

Onsite services such as applications for small 
business funding, were provided by various 
government development finance institutions. The 
Roadshow was the first of the many visits and 
stakeholder engagements that MEC Mkhatshwa 
will undertake, to all Provincial Nature Reserves, 
managed by the MTPA (Mpumalanga Tourism 
and Parks Agency). 

The purpose of the Roadshow was to raise 
awareness and address challenges raised by land 
claimants, adjacent communities, interested and 
affected parties surrounding the Songimvelo 
Nature Reserve.

BONGANI HLATSHWAYO

MBOMBELA - Co-operative 
Governance and Traditional Affairs Head 
of Department, Samukelo Ngubane, 
appeared in the Nelspruit Magistrate’s 
Court on Monday, June 6.

This follows his arrest after he was 
implicated in a Personal Protective 
Equipment (PPE) tender investigation. 
He faces charges of contravening 
sections of the Public Finance 
Management Act. 

According to police reports, the tender 
was advertised and a company registered 
under the department’s deputy director, 
Raymond Manzini’s friend, Moses 
Ndlovu was appointed unlawfully.

The company, trading as Zalabantu 
Estate, was awarded the tender, invoiced 
the department and deposited over R5 
million into Manzini’s younger brother’s 
account.

The three appeared in court last 
Tuesday and were each granted bail 

of R15 000 each. Additional suspect, 
Ngubane was arrested by the Hawks on 
Monday and granted bail of R10 000 the 
same day.

Major General Zodwa Mokoena has a 
stern warning to government employees 
who break the law. 

“As the Hawks, we will not be silent 
when state resources are being misused. 

“Everyone is expected to follow the 
correct procedures.”

The Special Investigating Unit (SIU) 
also welcomed the arrest which is not the 
first in the province. 

In August 2021, another 
suspect was arrested 
for allegedly bribing an 
SIU investigator for an 
R4,8 million PPE tender 
corruption investigation in the 
Department of Public Works, 
Roads and Transport.

Meanwhile, tenders worth 

R172 million awarded to 
businessman, Hamilton Ndlovu 
have been declared unlawful by 
the Special Tribunal South Africa. 
He has been ordered to pay back 
R158 million to the State. Ndlovu 
made headlines when he took to 
social media and posted pictures of a 
fleet of his luxurious vehicles during 
the lockdown in 2020.

Ngubane and his three accused, 
Raymond Manzini, Moses Ndlovu and 
Chris Manzini are expected to appear in 
court on July 28.

COGTA HOD CAUGHT 
IN PPE TENDER FRAUD

COGTA HOD, Samukelo Ngubane.

MEC for Finance, Economic 
Development and Tourism, 
Vusumuzi Mkhatshwa addressing 
the community of Songimvelo.

OAKLEY – Traditional healers in and around 
Bushbuckridge have vowed and threatened 
their members that should any one of them 
be found to be using human parts for healing 
purposes, they will be charged and punished by 
their organisation.

Gogo Conny, the chairperson of the 
Acornhoek Traditional Healers Organisation, 
was speaking during the Ehlanzeni district 
Municipality’s Speaker’s Forum on Tuesday at 
the Oakley Community Hall.

“We gathered here to deal with gender based 
violence in our community and the fact that 
some other traditional healers use human parts 

in that process. We distance ourselves that 
within our membership, we don’t use human 
parts for healing, but we utilise herbs for 
healing.

“We’ve heard about those using human 
parts, what I can outwardly say now is that 
we condemn that act because we regard that 
as witchcraft at its worst. Our God-given 
powers and duty is to heal through herbs and 
spiritually, too,” she stated.

How do you deal with people who approach 
you as healers for such dastardly ways of 
healing?

“In all honesty, when criminals come to us 
to be cleansed after committing a crime, our 
rule, as an organisation, is to turn them away 
or report them to the police. We also have a 
problem with the police, too, because in some 
cases they do collude with criminals. It’s not 
always safe to report to them either, but in order 
to stick to the rule of law, we have ordered all 
our members to stick to the rules and turn all 
criminal acts to the police.

“We can’t be associated with any criminality 

nor can we be associated with witchcraft at its 
worst, killing people to obtain human parts for 
healing when we have herbs that do the job of 
healing for us,” she explained.

EDM speaker, Renius Khumalo was out on a 
Moral Regeneration Outreach Programme with 
Traditional Healers and traditional leaders in 
this instance.

According to Khumalo, “The gathering was 
aimed at bringing together izinyanga, magedla 
and prophets in order to engage on how to fight 
the Gender Based Violence pandemic in our 
communities.

“At least we had a cross-section of society 
which included traditional healers, leaders, 
faith-based organisations and taxi associations. 
The most important thing is for all community 
structures to work together in order to fight all 
social ills around the District and the country as 
a whole.

“As EDM, we strongly condemn the killing 
of women and children which has turned out 
to be trend lately. We’re saying, it must stop at 
once,” said Khumalo emphatically.

Healers using human parts are witches - Gogo Conny

Mkhatshwa quells a bitter community at Songimvelo

BONGANI HLATSHWAYO

Traditional healers burning incense in cultural prayers.
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ADMINISTRATION SERVICES: 
R361,166,000

Records Management will be improved digitally in the department 
and in the main clinical records, which were contributing in us not 

being able to defend our court cases, 80 million has 
been set aside and the project has already been initiated, 

commenced in Rob Ferreira and Themba Hospitals.

DISTRICT HEALTH SERVICES: 
R10,499,662,000

65 additional mobile clinics to replace and to add to the current fleet. 
However, due to budgetary constraints, the Department has prioritized 
procurement of 17 mobile clinics in the 2022/23 financial year to assist 
in sustaining the service, with an estimated cost for the additional mobile clinics 

EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICES:
R446,077,000

R60 million has been set aside to procure 
additional and or replacement ambulances, 

equipment and advanced life support personnel. 

PROVINCIAL HOSPITAL SERVICES:
R1,649,328,000

The department will improve management of mental health care. 
R30 million will be set aside to commence with planning and 
designs of the specialised mental health hospital during this financial year.

CENTRAL HOSPITAL SERVICES:
R1,493,112,000

Centralised services to feeder hospitals will improve the 
turnaround time for radiology diagnostic reports for further management. 

HEALTH SCIENCES AND TRAINING SERVICES: 
R510,139,000

The term of office of the previous clinic committees ended on the 
31st of March 2022. Municipalities were engaged to support the 
nomination process of new clinic committees which has already been 
conducted, and the whole process is envisaged to be finalized before the end of June 2022.

HEALTH CARE SUPPORT SERVICES:
The Department has established 54 teams comprising of 92 professional 

nurses who will provide school health services to 1680 schools. 

HEALTH FACILITIES MANAGEMENT SERVICES:
R1,569,817,000

R10 million will be set aside for clinics earmarked to be Ideal Clinics. 
The budget also includes maintenance and improvement of infrastructure. 
Construction of new maternity wards in Themba and KwaMhlanga Hospitals 
will resume during this financial year.

THE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH IS ALLOCATED A TOTAL BUDGET 
OF R 16 824 794 000 FOR THE 2022/2023 FINANCIAL YEAR

Financial Year - The budget allocation is as follows: 

HEALTH BUDGET SUMMARY
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BLOCK B – This rural village in 
Nkomazi local Municipality was host 
to a number of Diplomatic Corps who 
converged there to tackle gender based 
violence (GBV), motivate Grade 12 
learners and to donate foodstuff to the poor 
communities.

It’s all thanks to the Deputy Minister of 
International Relations and Cooperation, 
Candith Mashego-Dlamini who embarked 
on a community engagement programme 
in Mpumalanga, and Nkomazi Local 
Municipality were the lucky recipients 
instead of her own home municipality, 
Mbombela.

The gathering was also addressed by 
members of the Ngomane Traditional 
Authority who were in attendance.

According to Mashego-Dlamini: 
“The aim of the engagement is to raise 
awareness about socio-economic challenges 
facing the community under Ehlanzeni 
District Municipality as the driver of the 
District Model as hosts, with the local 
municipality, Nkomazi as beneficiaries, 
thereof.

“We’re working together with all these 
diplomatic Corps and we share all pertinent 
issues that affect our communities, the 
world over as they come from different 
parts of the world. Gender-based Violence, 
femicide, drug and alcohol abuse continue 
to present challenges to the health, safety 
and well-being of all South Africans.

“The issues under discussion will include 
drug and substance abuse, gender-based 
violence, human trafficking, teenage 
pregnancies, increasing violent behaviours, 
rising unemployment and the impact of the 
Covid-19 pandemic.

“Our first intervention on arrival, was 
visiting Professor SR Resinga Secondary 
School, where the Diplomatic Corps 
donated learning materials, presented six 
top learners for the first quarter with laptops 

and also foodstuff for their feeding scheme 
and other utilities which included face 
masks and so on.

“What is of essence to us and our visitors, 
is enhancing communities’ livelihoods and 
ensuring that poor communities’ children 
take their education seriously and mind 
you, there’s an offer from all these countries 
represented here, to apply for scholarships 
on completion of their high school in order 
to pursue tertiary studies.

“I must emphasise that as the Department 
of International Affairs and Cooperation, we 
build friendships with all the countries all 
over the world, and in return, when these 
international friends visit our country, we 
expect you to receive them warmly so that 
they will invite more people from their 
countries to visit our shores, thus promoting 
tourism which boosts our economy and job 
creation, too,” she stated.

The Diplomatic Corps’ representatives 
also gave messages of support on GBV to 
the community.

Acting Premier, Thandi Shongwe said: 

“As a province we’re truly honoured to 
hosting you and allow me to convey the 
message coming from Premier Refilwe 
Mtshweni-Tsipane.

“Welcome to you and some of you it’s 
your first time to touch this solar of the 
earth which is Mpumalanga. GBV is indeed 
affecting us as we’ve been dealing with 
Covid-19. GBV is more prevalent in Tonga 
here in Nkomazi where women and children 
are being abused by their loved ones.

“It’s husbands, fathers, boyfriends who 
are abusing them and as a province, we 
are totally against this surge of gender 
based violence. As women, we must stand 
up against this violence against us and 
children. We are also asking men to join us 
in this fight against gender based violence 
so that we can yield good results.

“We also appeal to traditional authorities 
to also address issues of gender based 
violence within their own confines, that also 
includes all of us in society should rise up 
against this scourge.

“The fight against gender based 

violence should not be left to government 
alone to tackle it as it takes place within 
communities. The police do arrest the 
perpetrators, but the justice system fails 
their efforts as in a short space of time, 
perpetrators are back in the community.

“We are saying, that must change to 
avoid the community taking the law into the 
hands. As communities, we are duty bound 
to assist in the fight against this scourge,” 
she said.

Nkomazi Local Municipality’s executive 
mayor, Johan Mkhatshwa in welcoming the 
delegation said: “It’s with great gratitude 
to welcome you to our municipality and 
we welcome your presence here, including 
the motivation on our learners and the 
wonderful gifts that will enhance their 
learning capacity.

“GBV is a painful entity within our 
communities and needs to be handled by the 
horns and thoroughly dealt with in society 
as a whole. It needs the whole community 
to rise up against this scourge to rid 
ourselves of it,” he said.

EDM’s Acting Executive Mayor, Tiny 
Mabuza commended the Department of 
International Relations and Cooperation 
for a job well done. “Such interventions are 
very vital for community development and 
cooperation at local level.

“We welcome your intervention in 
contributing to the eradication of hunger 
among our communities with your 
donations. 

“We also commend you for the 
educational relief gifts you offered our 
learners and schools, in general. That, on its 
own, will instil friendship stemming from 
villages to international platforms, hence we 
enjoyed having international visitors within 
our midst,” she said.

Countries represented included Nepal, 
Nigeria, Mozambique, Cote d’Ivoire, 
Malaysia, Saudi Arabia, Malawi, Botswana, 
Angola, Congo-Brazzaville, Eswatini, 
Indonesia, Jamaica, among others.

MVANGATINI - About 50 learners from 
this small deep rural and almost forgotten 
citizens who’ve been impoverished by their 
living standards which are way below par.

They are learners at the only school in 
this vicinity where the road leading to their 
destination was once tarred, but is now 
marred by sporadic potholes which make it a 
nightmare to reach them, but determination 
spurred on the executive mayor of Ehlanzeni 
District Municipality (EDM) Jesta Sidell to 
have spotted this suffering community and 
her entry point in assisting them was looking 
into the welfare of the learners who come 
from this poor community.

According to the manager in the Office 
of the Executive Mayor, Jealous Nyalunga: 
“The executive mayor felt that if she 
first takes care of the children and their 
educational needs, the rest of their problems 
will fall into place and be fixed. It’s been 
befitting that a consignment of 50 full sets 
of uniforms were provided to the learners to 
restore their dignity and look smart in order 
to absorb everything that’s taught at school.

“Yes, another area of interest was their 
feeding scheme which the executive mayor 
requested it be inspected for intervention by 
her office. As we’ve seen here, the school’s 
food for the entire school is prepared on 
the ground with firewood and a few pots.. 
There’s no stove, no electrification to assist 
in its preparation. The executive mayor will 
make her assessment and decide on the way 
forward definetly,” said Nyalunga.

School principal, Ms B Nkosi who was in 
tears throughout as she was overcome with 
emotion at the kind gesture said: “I’m very 
touched by the kind gesture because this 
community is very poor and has absolutely 
nothing. You can tell by the environment 
around that there’s no hope for this 
community.

“The learners struggle with transportation 
to school as there’s only one bus that departs 
for town around 04.00 and is only back late 
in the afternoon. The poor learners hike and 
walk to school.

“From the feeding scheme prepared on the 
ground, that feeds them and the entire staff, 
too.

“We would greatly welcome a decent 
kitchen to prepare meals for the learners. At 
the moment we have one person preparing 
the meals and is temporarily being assisted 
by two people who are on contract that’s 
expiring soon. There’s a need for more 
kitchen staff,” Nkosi related.

Next stop was Edwaleni Primary School 
where another batch of learners who were 
tattered and torn, but were in school to learn 
for a better future.

A timely intervention by Sidell’s team 
from EDM rescued the tear-jerking 
condition of some of the learners at school.

At least, their dignity was also restored 
with the full sets of school uniforms that 
were provided by the executive mayor.

The third stop was none other than 
Chweni Primary School, boasting of a 
classroom block that was built way back in 
1930, rating it as one of the oldest schools 

in the District and province, basically, 
according to its proud and enthusiastic 
principal, Thomas Mashabane.

There were….recipients of full sets of 
uniforms that were donated by Clr Sidell to 
this needy community.

“It’s quite saddening watching some of 
the learners arriving barefoot and tattered 
and torn to school, with only one notion 
in mind: coming to learn with the hope 
of a better future for themselves and their 
families.

“The school and its dedicated staff, 
including the school governing body, do try 
all means to make everyone comfortable and 
create a conducive learning environment. 
It’s tough because as you can see, Chweni 
is a poor community, but through education, 
we’ll thrive to create a better livelihood.

“I really need assistance with our oldest 
classroom block which is experiencing 
breakages already. Overall, I greatly 
appreciate Ehlanzeni’s intervention in 
plight,” said Mashabane.

GBV GETS THE THUMBS UP BY 
DIPLOMATIC CORPS IN NKOMAZI

Poverty alleviation is the name of the game for Mayor

BONGANI HLATSHWAYO
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Nigerian diplomat presenting his donation to the community.

Mvangatini Primary School receive their donation from Jealous Nyalunga, manager in 
the Office of the Executive Mayor.
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SIYABUSWA - He knew his gift 
from a young age and that his craft 
skills will realise his dream of starting 
his own business.

Ntokozo Mtshweni started by 
making outdoor furniture in 2015. 
Fast track to 2020, he registered 
Zenzelayo and has never looked back. 

“In 2020, I started experimenting 
with welding and woodwork. It 
worked out well and started building 
car pots, palisades and anything 
in between that involved welding. 
With wood, we make stools, 
benches, swimming pool beds and 
recently wooden plates. We also do 
custom design for our clients,” said 
Mtshweni.

He admits that he has always been 
handy and good with his hands since 
his primary school years. He used to 
make wired cars that used batteries 
and he would win trophies for his 
creativity.

“I’ve never stopped because when 
I started high school, that’s when I 
had business prospects. That’s when 
I started making wooden-tyre chairs. 
I grew the business and there were 
challenges that I faced as a youngster 
until now. 

“I made these chairs for a long time 
and at times there would be no sales. 
So, I asked myself what is it that I 
can do to enhance this and attract new 

business? I would experiment with 
some things, but still business would 
be slow. 

“I did anything I could make with 
my hands. That’s when I came up 
with the wooden plates. So far, the 
business has been great and I supply 
restaurants, Shisa Nyamas and other 
clients,” he explained.

Mtshweni points out that he’s 
always on his toes to ensure that he 
learns new things to enhance his 
business. Since June is Youth Month, 
he said young people are capable of 
making something of themselves.

“Not all of us will make it to 
tertiary. As such, one needs to 
introspect and check what they are 
good at and develop that into a skill 
and contribute to the economy. If the 
youth would give their best shot, I 
think we can live in a better society to 
alleviate poverty and unemployment. 

“We have hands and we should use 
them to our advantage. Otherwise, we 
will suffer and always complain about 
unemployment. Even those who have 
gone to tertiary surely there’s a side 
business one can do to have another 
source of income,” he stated.

His plans include expanding his 
business beyond the South African 
borders. He also wants to open a 
school where he will train young 
people by developing their skills so 
that they can contribute positively to 
communities.

NTOKOZO AIMS 
HIGH WITH WITH 
HIS WOODCRAFT
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Ntokozo with his latest wooden items.

Another of his creations. Wooden plates.
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The Athletics South Africa 
athletes have jetting off to Mauritius 
including Barberton-born speedster, 
Banele Shabangu for the African 
Track and Field Championships 
taking place from the 8-12 June.

The 89-member squad is set to 
compete with the men’s squad of 
42, led by some of the country’s 

most experienced athletes, including 
defending African champions, Akani 

Simbine (100m), Antonio Alkana (110m 
hurdles) and Victor Hogan (discus throw).

The national team also features the likes 
of Olympic shot-put finalist Kyle Blignaut, 
national 200m record holder Clarence 
Munyai, and SA 5 000m record holder 
Elroy Gelant who lines up in the 10 000m 
event.

Six athletes have also been included 
in a powerful 4x100m relay squad - 
Simbine, Munyai, Henricho Bruintjies, 
Emile Erasmus, Sinesipho Dambile and 
Benjamin Richardson - who will turn out 
in defence of their continental title.

The national women’s contingent also 
features multiple medal contenders led by 
the likes of SA 100m record holder Carina 
Horn and defending shot put champion 
Ischke Senekal.

Other athletes in the women’s team 
to look out for include rising 800m star 
Prudence Sekgodiso and former world 
junior 400m hurdles champion Zeney van 
der Walt.

Three-time 800m World and Olympic 

champion, Caster Semenya, will also 
compete in Mauritius, after her selection 
for the women’s 500m race.

The CAA African Senior Athletics 
Championships will be held for the first 
time since the 2018 edition in Asaba, 
Nigeria, after postponements and 
cancellations caused by the Covid-19 
pandemic.

”This is our South African team going to 
Mauritius to compete and do battle against 
our sister countries,” announced James 
Moloi, the President of Athletics South 
Africa.

“The core of the team to the World 
Athletics Championships in Oregon, 
is expected to come from here. We 
congratulate all the athletes who have met 
the qualifying standards ad must now go 
and make the Rainbow Nation proud. 
Athletes, who have not made it here, 
are encouraged not to give up and keep 
pushing as the doors to Oregon remains 
open for another month. We are all looking 
forward to the African Championships 
where the best of the continent will 
congregate to do battle to be best in the 
continent.”

Shabangu recently scooped a gold 
medal at Athletics South Africa’s National 
Championships women’s 200m final 
with a time of 23.93 in Cape Town. 
She also sprinted for top honours at the 
TWIZZA Athletics South Africa U16-U20 
Championships at the Dal Josaphat 
Athletics Stadium at Paarl in April. She 
scooped gold medals for the 100m and 
200m respectively.
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Akani Simbine. Banele Shabangu.

Soweto giants, Kaizer Chiefs have 
ruffled feathers following the release 
of 10 players, including long-serving 
players in their fold.

The 10 players, make up 30% of the 
team. 

Newly-appointed Head Coach, 
Arthur “10111” Zwane said in an 
interview recently that the team had 
nursed some of the players’ feelings 
following their poor performance. 

On the exit list are Lebogang 
Manyama, Bernard Parker, Daniel 
Akpeyi, Leonardo Castro, Daniel 
Cardoso, Lazalous Kambole, Dumisani 
Zuma and Samir Nurkovic.

Parker has been with the team for  
11 years when his contract expired at 
the end of June. He joined the Glamour 
Boyz in 2011 from the Eredivisie side, 
FC Twente and his glittering career saw 
him play 359 matches for Amakhosi 
and found the net 62 times. He won 
four trophies, including two league 

titles with the club. 
Meanwhile, attacking midfielder, 

Manyama joined in August 2018 from 
Turkish side Konyaspor and played 95 
matches and scored 15 times. 

During the transfer market, bolstered 
the squad with Zitha Kwinika and 
Ashley Du Preez from Stellenbosch. 
More players are expected to be 
announced in due course.

“I can say things that people might 
see differently. Others might say I 
know too much or I am too harsh on 
players. But the reality we know is that 
we didn’t have good enough players to 
play for this team,” Zwane said after the 
Chiefs’ 2-2 draw in their final league 
game against Swallows.

“We have players at this club 
who are not good enough. You 
can’t continue repeating the 
same mistakes, I asked before; 
are we improving? It kills the 
coaches as if the coaches are not 
preparing the players. Look at the 
goals we have been conceding.”
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Senior Kaizer Chiefs players bite the dust

Insert: Head coach, Arthur Zwane. Above: Striker, Bernard Parker.
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