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NDLOVU VOWS 
TO UNITE AND 
REBUILD THE ANC

EMALAHLENI - Security was very tight 
at the ANC Provincial Elective Conference 
held at the Witbank Dam from last Friday 
to Sunday, which aptly contributed to the 
conference turning out to be one of the 
most peaceful conferences to be held in the 
province since 2015.

The peaceful atmosphere of the conference 
proceedings resulted in the outright victory 
by Mandla Ndlovu as the provincial 
chairperson, for the very first time. He 
scored more than 400 votes.He originates 
from Bushbuckridge. He leads a team 

comprised of members drawn from all the 
regions within the province, hence his notion 
of uniting the ANC in the province is a living 
testimony.

Deputy Chairperson, Speedy Mashilo 
originates from Nkangala District and he 
was serving as the regional chairperson. 
Provincial Secretary, Muzi Chirwa is a 
bonafide of Gert Sibande and had also 
been its chairperson, head of SALGA in the 
province and former executive mayor of 
Gert Sibande District Municipality.

The Deputy Provincial Secretary, Lindiwe 
Ntshalintshali is from Emalahleni Local 
Municipality where she’s served as executive 
mayor, has also served as MEC for culture, 

sports and recreation and is currently the 
MEC for Social Development. Treasurer, 
Mandla Msibi is from Mbombela Local 
Municipality. He’s the former MEC for 
agriculture, rural development, land and 
environmental affairs and a former Speaker 
for the City of Mbombela Municipality.

All five emerged victors against Lucky 
Ndinisa, David Nhlabathi, Pat Ngomana, 
Charles Ndlovu and Norah Mahlangu, 
respectively. Sasekani Manzini declined 
nomination.

There was police visibility and surveillance 
from Machado Toll Plaza who monitored 
and searched vehicles as they came by. At the 
Middelburg Plaza it was the same scenario.

It was worse on the off ramp to 
Emalahleni Mall, delegates’ vehicles were 
first made to park their vehicles on the side 
and board shuttle buses on the drive to 
the entrance venue where you met another 
tight security cordon with a bomb squad 
thoroughly searching vehicles.

In and around the marquess, security was 
also tight and MKMVA combatants also 
played a crucial role in manning security 
inside the venue.

At around 20.00 on Friday, both voting 
and non-voting delegates were let out of the 
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Peaceful conference held under water tight security

VICTORY SALUTE! New leadership of the ANC provincially led by Chairperson, Mandla Ndlovu, Deputy Chairperson, 
Speedy Mashilo, Provincial Secretary, Muzi Chirwa and Deputy Provincial Secretary, Lindiwe Ntshalintshali.
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conference marquee for security 
to rescan delegates because it 
was suspected that there were 
extra delegates who fraudulently 
entered the venue. However, they 
re-entered the venue, but there 
were visible “delegates” who never 
re-entered the venue.

In his acceptance of the gesture 
showcased by the provincial 
membership, Mandla Ndlovu 
said: “I’m grateful for the gesture 
shown by ANC members in the 
province that they trust me to 
lead them on the road to ensuring 
that there’s unity within the 
organisation as we defend the 
gains of our freedom through the 
renewal and unity of the ANC, 
which incidentally was the theme 
of this conference.

“I presume you saw how 
peaceful this conference turned 
out to be - there’s been several 
threats that this conference 

would out ugly and be marred by 
violence.

“None of that occurred. Our 
immediate task is to focus on 
unity and creating a peaceful co-
existence of our membership and 
ensuring that we instil confidence 
in the communities of our province 
that the ANC is their trusted party 
to lead and deliver services. Most 
importantly, we must create an 
economic friendly atmosphere that 
will create jobs and fight poverty 
within our shores.

“We will ensure that in our 
deliberations, there’s youth 
inclusivity as you realized that 
within the additional members 
of the Provincial Executive 
Committee (PEC), the conference 
nominated and voted for many 
youth members. That’s a sure 
sign of a good mix of different 
generations with a good future 
prospect for continuity of our 
objectives,” he stated.

Additional elected members are: Delegates voting for additional members during the 
13th Provincial Conference held at the Witbank Dam in 
Emalahleni over the weekend.

1. Dina Pule - 341

2. Desmond Moela 321

3. Tim Mashele  301

4. Ndumiso Mokako 287

5. Refilwe Tshipane 379

6. Nhlakanipho Zuma 264

7. Sylvia Nxumalo 257

8. Thulisile Khoza 251 

9. Phindile Magagula 251

10. Dorries Dlakude 249

11. Ngilosi Ndlovu 247

12. Thulare Madileng 245

13. Obama Masango 238

14. Sasekani Manzini 236

15. Sibusiso Sgudla 236

16. Ethel Nkosi 226

17. Shirley Nkosi 225

18. Sibongile Ginindza 220

19. Khethiwe Moeketsi 211

20. Lazarus Mashaba 198

21. Phalaborwa Malatsi 192 

22. Eva Makhabane 191 

23. Terror Shabangu 198

24. Nompumelelo Hlophe 189

25. Clara Ndlovu 183

26. Cathy Mkuma 183 

27. Touch Ndlovu 182

28. Sister Monama 181

29. Paul Makamo 176

30. Sibongile Makhushe 175

Names of the Newly elected PEC Members

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

PEC incorporates youth in structures

EMALAHLENI – President Cyril Ramaphosa has 
emphatically warned ANC members in the province to 
desist the tendency of fighting over power and access to 
resources.

He was speaking on Sunday at the 13th Provincial 
Conference held at the Witbank Dam amidst very tight 
security.

Ramaphosa said: “Let me begin by congratulating the 
various structures here in Mpumalanga for convening 
this conference, which has been a resounding success. 
Those who had thought that this conference was going 
to be a chaotic conference, a festival of fists, claps and 
chairs, are disappointed.

“We have met the highest standards of a provincial 
conference such as this one. You pulled each other 
together in such an organised manner to have this 
wonderful conference. I thank you for this gesture. 

“Structures were realigned and the revival of branches 
has been successful with approximately 111 branches 
which were wholly integrated. One can rightly call this a 
significant milestone. This is a year of conferences in the 
Congress Movement. There are many of our structures 
that are going to be holding conferences.

“That indicates that conferences must adhere to 
revolutionary discipline and uphold the finest traditions 
of our Congress Movement and strictly adhere to the 
principles and the values of the ANC and its constitution. 
I’m proud to say that you have met the Congress 
Movement Standard by holding this conference.

“So, well done to you all comrades. You have set the 
bar quite high and it is my wish that we see the same 
high standards in other conferences being adhered to 
across the structures of our Congress Movement. As 
each of our formations hold their conferences, SACP 
will hold its own, Cosatu is going to hold its own 
conference, our various regions, provinces are going 
their conferences and finally, we will be heading to our 
own National Conference in December to crown this 
wonderful golden standard and to crown the success 
that will demonstrate that we are indeed a revolutionary 
Congress Movement that holds successful conferences,” 
he said.

Focussing on rebuilding the organisation, he said: 
“The first thing you have to correct is to have a razor-
sharp level of attention. In other words, we must be 
focussed. You must have attention that is free of all 
distractions and we must never take our eye off the ball. 

In other words, we must be focussed.
“We all know what these distractions are. These 

distractions are infighting among ourselves, they are the 
internal squabbles. They are the divisions amongst us. 
When we do things like that, we lose our attention on 
what needs to be done.

“We’re also rooted around contestations over access 
to power and access to resources. In the end everything 
is stripped down. I have found that our divisions, our 
fights are around those two issues: power and access to 
resources.

“If we want to lose the war or we want to lose 
power, is to continue squabbling among ourselves, we 
will lose power. We will lose the elections because we 
are focussed on fighting among ourselves, instead of 
focussing on improving the lives of our people.

“The second thing is to drive reconstruction and 
development, including recovery to create jobs and 
economic growth. We need nothing less than a united 
and strong ANC. In Mpumalanga, Limpopo, Gauteng, 
the Eastern Cape and in all provinces, what we need is a 
strong, united African National Congress. Leaders must 
not consumed by fighting among themselves for power 
and resources. 

“The third and the most important of all, is restoring 

the confidence of our people. Our people will never 
have confidence in us as long as long as they see us fight 
among ourselves. As long as they see us fighting over 
access to the resources that belong to them.

“Last month the ANC offices in Mbombela were set 
alight by a disgruntled comrade. It is a matter for the 
state of affairs of the ANC, but should not be lost on us. 
House is on fire and we are the ones who must put out 
this fire. 

“You as delegates, you must put out the fire of 
divisions; you must put out the fire of corruption; 
you must put out the fire that’s going wrong in your 
movement,” he stated.

Focussing on other issues, Ramaphosa said: “Last 
year’s local government election results are just one 
of the indicators that our movement faces serious 
challenges. I was interested to hear you speak about 
precisely this that local government elections indicated 
to us that we are losing the support of our people. 

“The poor state of running our municipalities; the 
widespread corruption in our ranks, which you also 
addressed in your commissions, these are just some of 
the deep-rooted problems we have. Our own members 
of the ANC are taking the organisation to court with 
increasing regularity to re-route various regional 

conferences. Just when they disagree on something, they 
immediately run to the courts. 

“We have agreed as a movement that we shall resolve 
our problems internally and find each other. That’s how 
the tradition of the ANC goes. 

“We’ve also seen shootings at branch meetings. 
Some of the events leading to this conference, were 
characterised by huge disagreements. There has been 
slow consequential management with regard to some of 
these incidents. Ill-discipline has been normalised in our 
movement.

“Irrespective of whatever you’re doing, it cannot be 
comrades. We cannot be characterised as an organisation 
of ill-disciplined people. I refuse that we should be seen 
as ill-disciplined. In other parts of the country we’ve 
seen some ANC councillors being attacked and being 
killed as a result of rivalries between political parties and 
our own party. 

“I wish to congratulate the leadership that has been 
elected led by Comrade Mandla Ndlovu and those who 
will be announced here today. The branches have indeed 
spoken. 

“As branches you have expressed your will on 
the decisions that you have made. You came to this 
conference divided, but you have elected a leadership 
that is meant to unite all the members of the ANC and 
to enable you as you move back to your regions, to be 
filled with this spirit of renewal, the spirt of unity. 

“I came to the province a few weeks ago, and I said 
to you: I see that you’re divided. You were different, 
and I wouldn’t call you factions, but had different 
perspectives. But from this conference, you ought to 
take this one message:  as members of the ANC, you’ve 
taken a decision to elect a leadership. The decision that 
you took was that the ANC must be united and the ANC 
must be renewed. That is what you have done.

“You’ve done so, so that these comrades should 
assume their positions of leadership and cadership and 
take forward our programme of action as spelled out in 
the January 8 Statement. None of us need remind you 
that you are coming into your positions at a critical time 
for the province and our movement and indeed for our 
country.

“Our foremost task, as the African National Congress, 
is to be at the forefront of improving the lives of 
our people. To be at the forefront of our economic 
reconstruction and recovery process by reducing 
unemployment, by eliminating poverty, hunger and 
increasing investment and growth in our country,”  
he concluded.

“DON’T FIGHT OVER POWER AND RESOURCES” - RAMAPHOSA
BONGANI HLATSHWAYO

President Cyril Ramaphosa.
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MBOMBELA - A combination 
of locally brewed musicians will 
take the centre stage as they’ll 
be entertaining the cream of 
society who will the Communio 
Hall to its rafters as this is the 
first do to be hosted by Mzimari 
Productions since the advent of 
the Coronavirus pandemic in 
March 2020.

The welcoming gesture will 
be ushered in by the indomitable 
performances during the formal 
12th chapter of the Crowning 
Miss Mpumalanga beauty pageant 
2022 whose Top 10 finalists have 
already braced themselves to 

undergo their pre-judging session 
in front of the judges today 8 
April 2022 before they await their 
fate which will be announced on 
Saturday 9 April 2022.

“The pre-judging session is 
the most important moment for 
the finalists as the outcome of 
that session will determine which 
finalists will walk away with 
the top three positions. As they 
strut along the stage, they will be 
mesmerised by local lass, Milly 
Landaba, The Jaziel Brothers and 
megastar, Makhadzi who will 
keep guests off their seats with 
her dance moves which have set 
the country in a daze over her 
sensational music and dancing.

“As if that’s not enough, the 
Afterparty event to be held at the 
Mbombela Stadium’ Presidential 
Suite where one of the best line-
up of local musos will be pitted 
against each other to usher in the 
end of the pathetic Covid-19 era 
with limited numbers to a fully-
fledged celebration of the 12th 
queen to be crowned who will 
receive lucrative prizes worthy of 
a queen.

“The line-up consists of Unkle 
Mdu, Ligwalagwala FM’s Lungile 
Mhango and Madumane on decks, 
DJ Zoe, Motion Dee, DJ Mnyasa 
and DJ Mabande and it will be 
hosted by King Harris

“If you don’t want to miss out 
on this spectacular extravaganza, 
get your tickets at Computicket/
Shoprite at R150 for ordinary 
tickets for the crowning event 
only and the VIP ticket for R450 
includes the crowning event and 
the VIP Afterparty. Come and 
celebrate with us after two years 
of isolation, you’ll never regret,” 
CEO of Mzimari Productions, 
Gugu Nyarenda.

Current queen, Dr Claude 
Mashego, who completed her 
medical studies during her reign 
and qualified as a medical doctor 
based Chri Hani Baragwanath 
Hospital in Soweto, Gauteng,  
will crown the new queen and 
runners-up.

GRAND FINALE FOR THE BEAUTIES
- LOCAL MUSOS WILL THRILL REVELLERS ON SATURDAY EVENING
BONGANI HLATSHWAYO

Milly LaNdaba.

Dj Zoe SA.

Jaziel Brothers.

Motion Dee and King HarRis.
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4 COMMUNITY

MBOMBELA -  What a grand 
send-off for 50 Department of Social 
Development’s (DSD) Early childhood 
Development (ECD) workers who were 
bid farewell during a glittering ceremony 
on 25 March 2022, but they left with 
memorable messages that will spurn them 
to work harder in their new environment.

The ECD staff were transferred to the 
Department of Basic Education where 
they commenced duties on 1 April 2022.

This is a countrywide move from all 
DSDs in the nine provinces to implement 
procedures to ensure that the function 

shift took place as smoothly as possible. 
The Western Cape’s DSD has also 
announced its readiness, come 1 April 
2022.

This came as a result of an 
announcement made by President Cyril 
Ramaphosa during his State of the Nation 
Address in 2019 that the ECD function 
would be moving from DSD to the DBE.

Mtsweni said: “I realized the humility 
that goes along with the ECD profession 
which comprises people with much 
passion for the job they do on a daily 
basis. Bidding them farewell can, 

therefore, never a thanks for going kind 
of event.

“It is not our will that they should 
leave our department, but these are 
changes brought about changes in our 
functionality. It came as a budgetary 
matter that we couldn’t stop. Whilst this 
was happening, we have more than 40 
ECDs in our department.

“It was difficult to come up with a ratio 
that would be incorporated into DBE, 
eventually decided on the 50. This word 
is very small and we need each other. Our 
social workers have excelled exceedingly 
and have been influential nationally. 

“Our clear message to them as they 
depart, is that they must represent us 
very well at DBE. You must be our 
ambassadors,” he stated.

Acting Chief Director Welfare, 
Zodwa Maseko said: “It’s a sad farewell, 
especially because we’ve been working 
with you for a very long time. It’s hard to 
leave until you leave. We’re so touched 
because you were part of us as we were 
a family. 

“We had our ups and downs, but the 
space that you were filling, we were 
walking tall because of your commitment 
and passion in your work output in 
your ECD programme. I’m proud to be 
standing here and wishing you farewell.

“We’ve been with you ever since 
you started working. You’re fortunate 
enough because we’re showering 
you with praises whilst still alive than 
deceased. As much as you’re leaving us, 

but it’s not nice because you’re getting 
an opportunity to hear how much we’re 
appreciating you all.

“It’s a bitter sweet moment because 
we are losing you. We never knew that 
there would come a time when we would 
let you go but it was government policies 
that let it be. Fare thee well to all of you,” 
she said.

What followed was a presentation 
of tokens of appreciation from the 
Department of Social Development 
which were much appreciated by the 
departees.

“BE ASSERTIVE AND CLAIM YOUR SPACE 
IN EDUCATION” - HOD SAREL MTSWENI
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ECD staffers receiving their tokens of appreciation.

DSD Head of Department, Sarel Mtsweni.

Acting Chief Director Welfare, 
Zodwa Maseko.

ECD staffer walks away with her token of 
appreciation.

What a dramatic political outcome at the 
13th Provincial Conference in Emalahleni 
that’s set to change the status quo for the 
better.

What’s very impressive for yours truly, is 
the composition of the leadership structure 
being representative of all regions in the 
province - from the onset the intent was to 
unite the people of Mpumalanga because 
this unification of its leadership composition, 
isn’t about friendship, but like-minded 
comrades coming together for a good 
purpose of trying to rebuild their glorious 
movement to its former glory and affording 
its leadership and members a new lease of 
life.

These are men and women, some of whom 
possess good credentials of having identified 
themselves with their subject matters, which 
is the electorate, thus having accumulated 
good credentials as ardent community 
developers in their own right. Some have 
been tried and tested return soldiers making 
a return to redeem themselves for their past 
mistakes and sadly, some have returned after 
being dealt severely by life’s circumstances.

It’s a matter of choice whether they 
perceive this new opportunity to enrich 
themselves or to redeem the organisation by 
enforcing its objectives of bettering the lives 
of ordinary people by delivering services 
unto the people.

Among the delegates, I was surprised to 
come across yesteryears activists whom I’d 
thought had lost interest in their party having 
been disgruntled by the previous status quo, 
but this time around, they’ve returned in 
full force because you can’t let a good man 
down to wither away with his principles 
that can contribute immensely to resuscitate 
the sleeping tigers who have rejoined the 
glorious movement.

What is gratifying above everything, is 
the fact that there’s an indication that there’s 
intent for continuity in their purpose by the 
immense incorporation of the youth into the 
PEC, who, in their own right, have matured 
enough, politically to draw the interest 
of fellow youth to generate an interest in 
politics.

My warning to the youth and new 
leadership is: never display your wealth in 
the face of poverty-stricken communities 
attending events and programmes in your 
German vehicles and others.

Can we have a leadership that’s prepared 
to work within the length and breadth of 
society. Communities’ problems are well 
known by the entire leadership and no time 
should be wasted in delivering on your 
promises since the advent of democratic rule 
in 1994.

President Cyril Ramaphosa summed it out 
point blankly on Sunday when he officially 
closed the conference as he warned them to 
cease this tendency of being at war with each 
solely for the sake of power and resources 
of the state meant to improve the lives of 
ordinary people in South Africa.

If your objective of getting into leadership 
structures is power and resources, then you 
better have a rethink of your intentions and 
resign early to give way for serious minded 
people with the interest of changing the 
lives of poor communities in and around the 
province.

The time for change is now, not later. 
I wish the new leadership a good term of 
office. We’re watching you.

BONGANI HLATSHWAYO

Community hall vandalised and dilapidated
EMBALENHLE - Sijongile Ndamase 

Community Hall was meant to serve the 
community, however, it has turned into a 
dilapidated structure.

A concerned community member and 
artist, Isaac Dlamini said the hall is being 
vandalised by nyaope addicts. It has been 
in appalling condition since 2019.

Goven Mbeki Local Municipality issued 
a notice on October 12 of the same year. 
It read that the hall was supposed to be 
closed for renovations from November 12 
as it is not conducive for the community.

“The hall is vandalised in front of the 
police station. No one is doing anything 
about it. We engaged the municipality but 
they told us that they don’t have a budget. 
They committed this financial year and we 
hope they will keep their word. We had a 
clean-up campaign in February with the 
little that we had. The hall was turning into 
a drug den.”

“Nyaope users vandalised the place but 
we managed to kick them out. We are still 
rehearsing there because we do not have a 
choice hence we introduced the clean-up 
campaign. I’m hoping that the hall gets the 

necessary attention it needs. It would not 
be fair for another financial year to go by 
without the renovations. The community 
needs it so that we as artists as well can 
nurture our talents in an environment that 
is suitable. I hope that they keep their 
promise and deliver,”  
said Dlamini.

Executive Mayor Nhlakanipho 
Zuma, visited the hall during his 
outreach programme in late March. The 
municipality said it plans to renovate the 
hall. Renovations have also started at the 
Lilian Ngoyi Stadium. Some of the repairs 

include, re-painting of 100m track field, 
shot pit throwing area, ablution facility, 
and tiling of the reception hall.

Questions were sent to the 
municipality’s spokesperson Benzi Soko 
regarding plans for the hall, however, he 
did not respond at the time of going to 
print.

The municipality is not has been 
struggling with its finances for years. They 
were calls for the municipality to yet again 
be placed under administration as the 
financial crisis continue while the Eskom 
debt quadrupled in the last four years. At 
the end of January 2022, the municipality’s 
Eskom bill went from R684 million to 
R2.7 billion. 

R485 million is owed to Rand Water, 
they have a water and electricity debt of 
R3.1 billion in total. During this period, 
the municipality keeps incurring a monthly 
interest of R9.6 million on their debt to 
suppliers.

According to their recent Section 71 
Municipal Finance Management Act 
(MFMA) report, the municipality had a 
payment rate of 58% to Eskom, and that 
R2.7 billion was owed to the municipality 
for services provided by consumers.

Books scattered on the floor.

JABULANE KHUMALO
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MBOMBELA - It is said there is no 
better catalyst to success than curiosity.

The above best describes Sello Mashaba, 
director of Ceetar Automation, his company 
that manufactures chalk.

The entrepreneur from KaNyamazane, 
started supplying stationery to schools 
many years ago. He would come across 
chalk boxes and out of curiosity, he scanned 
through their packaging and discovered 
they were made in Vietnam, China and 
other countries.

“I couldn’t shake off the thought of why 
a product from other countries is used by 
so many people, which led to me starting to 
conduct my own research.”

This is when he found there is no 
company that manufactures chalk in 
the country. In 2017 he approached the 
National Youth Development Agency 
(NYDA), where he was offered training 
through one of their programs.

After training, he obtained his certificate 
and the agency bought him his first 
machinery, raw materials and other 
equipment to start making his own chalk.

“That was the beginning of the business, 
but unfortunately, due to the fact that I had 

only seen the manufacturing and production 
of chalk on the internet, not everything 
went well the very first time. I started 
supplying to schools, but the chalk would 
break because it’s quality was not good,” he 
recalled.

Mashaba had to reflect as there were 
stumbling blocks despite being funded. 
He said this frustrated him and he ended 
up seeking assistance from the Small 
Enterprise Development Agency (Seda).

“Seda helped with providing chemical 
engineers who came up with a formula to 
produce quality chalk. That took about a 
year and I was back to producing chalk 
once again. The only difference was that I 
was now making quality chalk and supplied 
to two circuits. More orders started coming 
in and I haven’t looked back ever since,” 
he said.

He initially worked from a two-room 
apartment, but now he owns a fully 
functional factory in Kabokweni.

He currently employs two people, one 
is responsible for production and the other 
for packaging. He is more on the marketing 
side and so far the response is positive. The 
plan is to expand the business and open 
branches nationwide. At a later stage, he 
wants to explore the continent.

CURIOSITY BUILDS 
CHALK BRAND

Dr Eurika Mogane-Jones represents province in Ghana
Dr Eurika Mogane – Jones is 

a much-publicized professional 
who shared her story on multiple 
media platforms of shifting from 
her humble beginnings as an 
office cleaner to a multi-award-
winning Inspiration nationally and 
internationally.

Mogane-Jones was nominated 
in this years’ Forty Under 40 
Africa Awards in the Health 
and Wellness Category, with 
the grand finale ceremony held 
all the way in Accra, Ghana on 
the 26th of March 2022. This 
nomination came in honour of 
her contribution in compiling 
and translating a free online 
COVID-19 course for a UK-based 
Online Learning Institution, which 
received numerous awards from 
the Golden Key International 
Honorary Society. She was also 
one of the Mail & Guardian Top 
200 Young South African winners 
in the COVID-19 Editor’s Choice 
Category for 2021. She serves key 
roles in the South African Red 
Cross Society as a Governance 
Ambassador in Mpumalanga, 
Cancer Association of South 
Africa Volunteer – Mpumalanga, 
Spa & Wellness Association of 
Africa – South African Executive 
Member and a Golden Volunteer 

for the Alison Online Learning 
Institute (Ireland).

“I am absolutely thrilled and 
so blessed to know that I could 
represent South Africa on such a 
remarkable platform - competing 
against 63 other contestants from 
various countries in the African 
continent. I am so grateful to 
have this wonderful honour of 
being a winner in my category, 
and for also being able to share 
my inspiring story of growth and 
change – overcoming limited 
resources and never giving up on a 
dream of helping many with their 
mental and physical well-being,” 
Mogane-Jones said in a statement 
after the ceremony.

The 30-year-old is also the 
founder of Tharika M Health 
Wellness Centre. Her win was 
based on her strong advocacy 
role in educating the general 
public with the necessary tools 
needed to stay healthy and well. 
She believes in reaching out to 
the less fortunate and offering 
quality wellness support with 
the assistance of donors and 
sponsors. As a community 
leader she is also committed to 
community development projects 
led by Apostle Peter Jones who 
is a well-known leader who has 

donated food parcels, clothes, 
homes and other resources to over 
6000 families across South Africa 
following the pandemic.

The Forty Under 40 Africa 
Awards are set up to identify, 
honour and celebrate a cross-
section of the continent’s most 
influential and accomplished 
young business leaders under the 
age of forty from a wide range of 
industries. Eight South Africans 
were nominated in this year’s 
awards in the following categories: 
Community Development, 
Philanthropy & Charity, Theatre & 
Arts, Health & Wellness, Sports, 
Human Resource Development 
and Finance.

“I appreciate teaching others 
on how their genetic make-up 
plays a key role in the lifestyle 
choices they need to make in 
order to enhance their overall 
health or well-being. As someone 
who experienced the impact of 
limited resources in Africa, I felt 
in my heart that when some of us 
become skilled and know much 
more than we did before – then we 
ought to educate and encourage 
those who are not able to afford 
the opportunities we create or are 
given,” said an ecstatic Mogane-
Jones.Dr Eurika Mogane-Jones.

YOLISWA KHUMALO

Sello Mashaba hard at work.

Sello with Thembeka Secondary School principal, Themba Nyalunga.

Chalk ready for packaging.



Rural farm 
dwellers receive 
35 housing units

PAARDEPLAATS – Living in dilapidated 
mud houses, cow dung flooring and 
stream water are now a thing of the past 
for beneficiaries of a rural farm dwellers 
housing development project in the 
province.

This emanated when the Deputy Minister 
of Agriculture, Land Reform and Rural 
Development (DALRRD), Mcebisi 
Skwatsha was joined by Human Settlements 
MEC, Speedy Mashilo together with Acting 
MEc for Agriculture, Rural Development, 
Land and Environmental Affairs, Busi Shiba 
who handed over a 35 housing unit housing 
project to farm dwellers at Paardeplaats and 
Rietfontein Farms in Belfast, Emakhazeni 
Local Municipality recently.

Delivering his keynote address, Skwatsha 
asserted that DALRRD built these houses 
with the aim of improving the welfare and 
living conditions of farm dwellers. 

“We are fulfilling the promise to restore 
dignity of farm dwellers and labour tenants 
which have historically been stripped of 
dignity,” he said. 

He added that this would not be the last 
intervention, but a campaign that will find 
expression in other parts of the country. 

Among those who benefited from the 
project is Marida Mahlangu, 74, who 
heads a family of 11 and has been living 
in Paardeplaats Farm for years as a labour 
tenant. Another one is Leah Moloko, 43, 
who lives with her two children since 1993. 

Both beneficiaries echoed each other’s 
sentiments on how the project changed their 
plight. 

“Our mud houses used to collapse and we 
never had running water nor electricity. We 
can only thank government for this life-
changing experience,” said the beneficiaries. 

Undoubtedly, this intervention thrusts 
directly at the heart of the housing backlog 
in the province and was correctly welcomed 
by MEC Mashilo, as well by housing 
owners/beneficiaries.

6 COMMUNITY
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MBOMBELA – Cstahood basically denotes a 
close knit unit among women, which is exactly 
what the president of Cstahood nationally, Nozzy 
Nguse descended on the province recently creating 
that unity among women.

It was a hive of activity at the Valencia 
Community Hall with the sole aim of living up to 
their objective: 

TRANSFORM; REVIVE, DEVELOP 
AND; EMPOWER

Pamela Mahlalela was appointed as the 
Chairperson of Cstahood Mpumalanga.

Nguse, in her most activeness, prefers direct 
communication with her subjects as she aptly says: 
“we will talk as women as social cohesion is very 
important to be achieved in our communities. It’s 
targeted at women like you, to be empowered.  
Cstahood was established in 2015, dealing 
specifically with creative and underprivileged 
women in society.

She said: “It was officially formalised in 2017. 
We deal with gender based violence, LCBTI, also 
deal with a boy and a girl child, then we deal with 
women’s issues, the living legends, also deal with 
fathers, as living legends.

“It was precipitated by the forever increasing 
flouting of cultural values that we saw a need to 
start knocking relevant departments that would 
assist us deal with all the aforementioned figures, 
whereby, I appealed to the National Arts and 
Culture department. As women, we were patient 
until they opened up to us.

“On behalf of Cstahood, we appreciate that the 
department opened its doors for us under their 
Social Cohesion Unit who always monitor us 
wherever we go for our interventions throughout 
the country. We’ve gone to three provinces so 
far, but our target is the entire nine provinces to 

motivate women to be independent in their efforts 
to develop themselves.

“I’m glad we’ve seen the creative work 
of Mpumalanga women on display here, it’s 
commendable. I know how difficult it is for a 
woman to put food on the table through illustrious 
efforts. Most of the time you’re single women and 
are dependent on your creative work for survival, 
whether it’s handcraft, art or the performing arts.

“My appeal to the NAC is that all provinces 
that we have visited, we need to revisit them to 
gauge progress after our intervention. I’ve realized 
that here in Mpumalanga, there’s quite a lot that 
they want to achieve, hence they will need more 
support. Even North West and KwaZulu-Natal also 
require being revisited and assisted further, too.

“Cstahood is basically about women who care 
about developing themselves and other women 
in different communities and you need to be 
dedicated, hence the NAC realized our dedication 
to social cohesion, we were assisted as a national 
organization to influence change within the nine 
provinces in the country.

“Mpumalanga under the chairpersonship of 
Pamela Mahlalela, has to take upon itself, to 
formally launch the Cstahood Mpumalanga branch. 

Planting the Cstahood seed with the wrong people 
in this province has led to people not knowing its 
existence.

“Mahlalela has been there in Cstahood, but was 
following people who lacked the right vision of 
this concept. I saw a vision through her and she’s 
a hardworking woman. She’s working closely 
with Deanne Kim, popularly known as Lerato, a 
contemporary visual artist, author and art lecturer.

“She’s working very hard for the women of 
Mpumalanga. She will mentor Pamela,” she said.

In her acceptance note, Pamela Mahlalela said: 
“This is my purpose and I shall fulfil the purpose 
by God’s grace. This is the right time for us to 
uplift Mpumalanga as women. There are far too 
many talents among us women in Mpumalanga, we 
are equally competent as other provinces.

“We must also shine like other women from 
other provinces. I will definitely make Cstahood 
work in this province and I’ll definitely make all of 
you proud,” she ended.

Pertinent questions pertaining to previous 
scamming of their products provincially under 
the guise of selling them for profit abroad, were 
thoroughly discussed and the NAC promised to 
look into the matter and revert back to them.

CSTAHOOD GETS ITS HOOKS 
ON MPUMALANGA WOMEN

BONGANI HLATSHWAYO

MEC for Human Settlements speedy 
Mashilo cuts the ribbon and hands over to a 
beneficiary.

Hlotshi Makama (Cstahood National admin, Deanne kim (lerato) Feneysey CCIFSA 
Mpumalanga women wing Co ordinator, Nozzy Nguse CSTAHOOD President, CCIFSA 
women wing National Co ordinator known as Zee Fola, Mpumalanga Cstahood Chair 
person Pamela Mahlalela n Sindy Mashalaba Cstahood National youth Chairperson.

Some of the handcrafted 

wares of the Cstahood Arts 

Foundation Mpumalanga.

Mpumalanga Cstahood traditional dancers in full swing.Cstahood attire depicting their objectives.

President of CSTARWOOD Nozipho 
Dlamini.

Lerato Deanne Kim of Artz Africa.

The modern houses replacing the mud 
andstick homes previously occupied by farm 
dwellers.
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MKHONDO - The MEC for Education, 
Bonakele Majuba together with Premier 
Refilwe Mtsweni-Tsipane, launched an 
e-learning programme on Tuesday.

The launch event was held at 
Ubuhlebuzile Secondary School in 
Mkhondo on Tuesday.

The e-learning programme is dubbed, 
“Ubuhlebuzile e-learning programme,” 
loosely translated to “Goodness has 
come” and stands to benefit 55 000 grade 
12 learners and 6700 teachers who will 
receive tablets and laptops.

I n her keynote address, Mtsweni-
Tsipane said this milestone will truly 
entice the young minds in doing more 
even outside the classroom environment. 
“We envisage that the gadgets will bring 
smiles on the faces of the Class of 2022 
and the general populace of the province - 
the place of the rising sun.”

The e-learning launch is a direct 
response and an enactment of the 
president’s promulgation, Cyril 
Ramaphosa during a virtual address with 
the Department of Basic Education’s 
Lekgotla held in February last year.

This is where he emphasized on meeting 
developmental goals by providing young 
people with quality education. He stated 
that this will prepare them not just for the 
challenges of the present, but also for the 
opportunities of the future.

Grade 12 learners, Siyabonga Nkosi 
and Noliyanda Maseko expressed their 
gratitude to to the department for selecting 
their school. “Our last academic year will 
be a lot easier because we will be able to 
access past exam papers and to apply at 
tertiary institutions. We only hope these 
devices can be protected for the Class of 
2023 and beyond,” said Maseko.

Chairperson of the School Governing 
Body(SGB) Hlalisile Hlatshwayo said 
the introduction of e-learning would yield 
positive results. She also encouraged 
the community to unite with the school 
in ensuring that crime is tackled around 
the area and that no burglary incidents 
occurred at the school.

SCHOOL LEARNING TAKEN TO ANOTHER LEVEL
YOLISWA KHUMALO
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“No reshuffle will take place, but party building” - says secretariat

The Premier and MEC Bonakele Majuba with a learner and teachers.

Premier Mtshweni-Tsipane and a learner navigating through one of the tablets. Premier speaks to learners in the classroom.

ERMELO - Members of the Provincial 
Cabinet whose names never made it to the 
Provincial Executive Committee’s Top 4 
and as additional members, should rest 
assured that their jobs are safe, “as long as 
they are doing their jobs properly “.

This was the stern assertion expressed 
by the newly-elected provincial secretary., 
Muzi Chirwa and provincial deputy 
secretary, Lindiwe Ntshalintshali on 
Wednesday when they emerged from the 
very first PEC meeting held at the Gert 
Sibande District Municipality Chambers, 
exactly three days after the 13th Provincial 
Conference which elected them into office 
for the next four years.

Chirwa and Ntshalintshali were 
responding to Mpumalanga Mirror’s 
question: Will there not be any Cabinet 
reshuffle as a result of any provincial 
cabinet MEC who never made it to  

the PEC list?
“There’s certainly no such thing as a 

reshuffle that was on our agenda, let alone, 
we’re not about causing further divisions 
and conflict within the organisation. First 
and foremost, this inaugural PEC meeting 
sought to rebuild our structures and we 
disbanded all the lobbying groups like 
Focus, Ngci, RMT and 
others - they existed to 
lobby for votes during 
the conference. Good 
thing is, all members 
of the PEC attended 
the meeting.

“We’ve made 
inroads by establishing 
the Provincial Working 
Committee (PWC) who were elected by 
the PEC members at this meeting. The 
PWC will be dealing with day to day 
issues of the organisation with all regions. 
We have spread members of the PEC into 

various structures within all regions.
“Among the structures that have been 

galvanised is the Provincial Deployment 
Committee, the Provincial Disciplinary 
Committee, Provincial Economic 
Committee led by Premier Refilwe 
Mtshweni-Tsipane.

“PEC members have also been deployed 
to all regions, an indication 
being that Tim Mashele 
will coordinate Gert 
Sibande; Thulare Madileng 
in Ehlanzeni and; Ngilosi 
Ndlovu in Nkangala.

“The issue of the elected 
provincial treasurer, Mandla 
Msibi has been resolved 
amicably as confirmed 

that he was stepping aside. The PEC has 
appointed Deputy Chairperson, Speedy 
Mashilo to act in his position as it was 
causing a vacuum until he is cleared of his 
charges in court.

“Looking at our performance during 
the local government elections, we have 
appointed Jabulani Lucas Mahlangu as the 
new Elections Manager for the province. 
He’s not a PEC member, but has been 
working diligently with our Elections 
Coordinator, Lindiwe Ntshalintshali in 
the previous administration. They will 
continue working together.

“We’ve also appointed Mike Soko, 
Dikeledi Mahlangu and Thulani Moripe 
to boost gender equity. I want to highlight 
the fact that the PEC has committed itself 
to working for unity within the ANC in 
Mpumalanga.

“We shall spare no energy to make sure 
that our structures are united adhere and 
function in accordance to the policies and 
principles of the ANC. Within the PEC 
itself, we have a number of members 
drawn from local government who will 
ensure service delivery is delivered unto 
our communities at all cost,” they stated.

BONGANI HLATSHWAYO

THE ISSUE OF THE ELECTED 
PROVINCIAL TREASURER, 
MANDLA MSIBI HAS BEEN 

RESOLVED

ANC Provincial Secretary, Muzi Chirwa with Deputy Secretary, Lindiwe Ntshalintshali. 
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BOXERS WILL FACE-OFF AT A BOXING 
TOURNAMENT SCHEDULED TO KICK OFF ON 
APRIL 8 IN MIDDELBURG BANQUET HALL

BOXERS TO FACE-OFF FOR THE BOXERS TO FACE-OFF FOR THE 
BANTAMWEIGHT BELT AT TOURNEYBANTAMWEIGHT BELT AT TOURNEY
The tourney is meant to revive boxing 

in the province due to a small number of 
professional boxers. Boxing promoter, 
Jacob Mnisi stressed about the importance 
of registering boxing clubs to improve the 
standard of boxing in the province. This was 
during the media launch last week. Boxer, 
Xolani Ngidi said he was looking forward 
to exchanging fists with his Bantamweight 
Provincial title opponent, Sam Sithole.

“I’m looking forward to the to my 
encounter with Sam. I have been hard at 
training and I’m pushing myself. My aim is to 
get into the ring and fight until the end. I am 
going to give it my best shot because I want 
to be the champion. It will really be a game 

changer for me if lift that belt.
“It would be a confidence booster and 

it would set me apart from other boxers 
on the province. But to achieve that it will 
require me to focus and be resilient at all 
times. Commitment is also a Requirement in 
ensuring that one stays at their A-game at all 
costs. So, I’m looking forward to it and may 
the best man win,” he said.

On the same evening they will be 
staging the WBF Intercontinental Junior 
Featherweight title fight where the current 
WBF Intercontinental Featherweight 
Champion, Thato Bonokoane, will 
be defending his title against former 
WBA Featherweight Champion, 
Innocent Mantengu. The third title will 
be the unclaimed Mpumalanga Junior 

Bantamweight Provincial title fight where 
Sam Sithole will exchange blows with Xolani 
Mgidi.

Chief Tinkhontele Dlamini unveiled the 
first ever Mpumalanga belt which is named 
after him. The chief was a boxer in his 
young days. The chief said, the new belt will 
motivate boxers and keep them within the 
province as the belt is preserved for fighters in 
Mpumalanga.

On the day of the tournament J4Joy is 
going to stage the South African National 
Lightweight Title Fight where the current 
national champion, Tshifiwa Munyai will 
be defending his title for the third and last 
time against the former IBO All Africa Jnr 
Lightweight and WBO Jnr Lightweight 
champion, Aphiwe Mboyiya.

Local professional cricket player, Siyabonga 
Mahima is doing great things. He performed 
exceedingly well against the North West 
Dragons in a 4-Day Series two months ago. He 
pinned the visitors 168/8 when stumps were 
drawn. Mahima also took 5/53 in 17 overs with 
fellow spinner Shaun von Berg taking 1/40. 
He was also the Young Player of The Year in 
the 2020/21 season. He made his mark in 
the CSA T20 Challenge. He claimed seven 
wickets, including a hat-trick! We take this 
opportunity to recognise Mahima for the 
great work he’s doing. Well done champ!

Cricketer Siyabonga 
Mahima on the rise!

Xolani Mgidi 
holding his 
belt.

Xolani Mgidi in the ring with his opponent.


