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WAKKERSTROOM – An honest community 
imbizo that was organised by the South 
African Police Services, Investigative Police 
Directorate and the Department of Community 
Safety, Security and Liaison, in conjunction 
with other law and order enforcement agencies, 
revealed that farm dwellers in deep rural areas 
of the province “have not as yet enjoyed the 
fruits of freedom,” despite April being the 
28th anniversary since South Africans attained 
freedom in 1994.

Held at the Esizameleni Sportsground on 
April 22, the imbizo presided over by the 
Deputy Minister of Police, Cassel Mathale, 
who was accompanied by the Provincial 
Commissioner Lt. General Daphney 
Manamela, IPID Executive Director, as well 
as the Executive Mayor of Dr Pixley ka Seme 
Local Municipality, whereby, they listened 
to the community as they outlined their 
grievances.

The session was opened by community 
member, Thembinkosi Nkosi from Tafelkop 
Farm, who said police are failing to do their 
duties.

“When democracy dawned in this country 
in 1994, we, as farm dwellers, have never 
enjoyed the fruits of democracy. We were just 
told that there’s democracy, but we have never 
experienced it. 

“I live on a farm owned by a white farmer. 
Various criminal activities occur on a day-to-
day basis, which I cannot even report to the 
police, simply because when you get to the 
police station, you will be told to calm down 
and go back to resolve the matter. “How do you 
calm down when you are oppressed in your 
own country? We are unable to farm or have a 
food garden because of the oppression we face 
daily. The white farmer tells you that he owns 
the land and there is nothing one can do. 

“How did they get the land? As farm 
dwellers, we must also get land because we 
cannot continue living under these conditions 

after 28 years of democracy. White farmers 
have demonstrated that they will not co-exist 
with us,” said Nkosi.

Bonginkosi Mabaso said in his case, that the 
police’s shortcomings have affected the farming 
community to an extent that they have become 
unreliable and are untrustworthy. 

“The Simelane family forcefully buried their 
family member when white farmers refused. 
The police were there, but they could not do a 
thing. Instead, the police were defending white 
farmers. I’ve got a document that I received 
last week instructing me that I must relocate 
my cattle. 

“I went to the police station and reported 
the matter and one police officer told me that 
they could not assist me. At one stage, I was 
ducking for cover when a white farmer was 
firing shots at me. 

“I eventually got home, took my car and 
drove to the police station and I reported the 
incident. To date, nothing was done. What 
was even more infuriating, the police officer 
requested a lift from me after not helping me. 
Many have opened cases with case numbers, 
but that case will never get anywhere,” stated 
Mabaso.

Jane Mathula settled in the Uitgezocht Farm 
in 1991. The white farmer told Mathula to 
relocate to one of his smaller farms, but she 
was pleased with him because her cattle would 
be compromised. 

“He then ploughed next to my house and told 
me that my cattle were damaging his crops. I 
told him that he was supposed to install a fence, 
but he refused. He came back and interfered 
with my kraal and took my cattle and placed 
them in his kraal. “He told me that a truck was 
coming to collect the cattle so that they can be 
placed elsewhere. He then beat up my children 
to a pulp for no reason. I took them and we 
went to the Land Affairs office in Mkhondo. 
Officials came and assessed the situation and I 
was told to leave the white farm because it was 
his place. 

“The same officials with the white farmer 
and police came back to me and told me to 

withdraw the assault case because I was going 
to get a piece of land soon. Some of my cattle 
went missing. I was unable to feed my children 
because I couldn’t access the cattle to milk. 
I was left in the dark, up until today, nothing 
has been done. My cattle are all over and the 
white farmer eventually left, but I’ve still 
not received the assistance that I so needed,” 
lamented Mathula.

Deputy Minister Mathale, in his 
response to the complaints and 
concerns of the residents, pointed out 
that it would be ideal to also involve 
the Deputy Minister of Agriculture, 
Rural Development and Land Affairs, to 
partner in tackling the issues that were raised. 

“If we can solve these issues, I believe we 
would have done justice to this community. 
This Imbizo is not for us to come up with 
solutions, but it’s for us to work with the 
community to solve the problems. 

“One of the residents, Bongani Hlatshwayo, 
said there are two Land Acts that need to be 
amended. That is why we are here for them to 
send us and facilitate that process as Members 
of Parliament. 

“I’m shattered to hear all these stories after 
28 years of freedom, it’s not right. We know 
what happened in South Africa during the 
apartheid era and it is our task to change the 
situation to better our peoples’ lives,” said 
Mathale.

This imbizo took place five days before the 
National Freedom Day was commemorated 
on 27 April, yesterday at Steve Tshwete 
Local Municipality in Mpumalanga 
Province addressed by President Cyril 
Ramaphosa. 
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IT’S NOT YET UHURU 
FOR FARM DWELLERS

JABULANE KHUMALO

Wakkerstroom residents ‘sick and tired of apartheid era’ tactics with police and farmers

Jane Mathula of Uitgezocht Farm speaks out against 
suppression of human rights at farm dwellings.

Bonginkosi Mabaso also contributed to the discussion 
on oppression of farm dwellers.

Thembinkosi Nkosi, a community member, outlines 
grievances to the authorities.

Deputy Minister of Police, 
Cassel Mathale listening 
attentively to the community.



GERT SIBANDE DISTRICT 
MUNICIPALITY

2
0

2
2

 0
6

3
1

Gert Sibande District Municipality (Category 3 Municipality), an equal opportunity employer, invites 
suitably qualifi ed and experienced candidates to apply for the under-men� oned posi� on:

The Gert Sibande District Municipality is an affi  rma� ve ac� on employer, and commi� ed to the 
implementa� on of its Employment Equity Plan, people from designated groups are therefore 
encouraged to apply.

ADVERTISEMENT

DEPARTMENT OF FINANCE
FINANCE INTERNSHIP X 3 FOR 24 MONTHS CONTRACT

Requirements: Must have complete B degree/Na� onal Diploma in Accoun� ng/Financial Management 
N6/Accoun� ng and Internal Audit. Applicants from rural areas will be given preference and residence 
within the Gert Sibande District Municipality area of jurisdic� on.

Du� es:  The incumbent will be exposed to various func� ons within the Finance Department, 
including the following:  Performing specifi c clerical tasks associated with the processing of 
informa� on pertaining to debtors, creditors, income and expenditure • Reconciling debtors, creditors 
and general ledger accounts • Assis� ng with the input of salary informa� on and the control of such 
data • Maintaining proper fi nancial records and ensuring access to such records are safeguarded • 
Performing specifi c func� ons related to the management of electronic data and records • Ensuring 
the � meous submission of statutory third party fi nancial returns • Assis� ng with the compila� on of 
the annual budgets, SDBIP and fi nancial statements • Genera� ng relevant fi nancial reports for the 
various Management and Commi� ee structures within the Municipality • Internal Audit func� ons 
and processes • Supply Chain management processes

As part of the selec� on process, candidates may be tested on any requirement, skill or competency, 
which will include pre-employment screening, security ve�  ng and psychometric assessment. 

N.B: (The posts are subject to security ve�  ng)The above posts are subject to Job Evalua� on.

Interested persons mee� ng the requirements are requested to forward a covering le� er (applica� on 
le� er), sta� ng clearly the posi� on applied for, together with a detailed CV and cer� fi ed copies of 
qualifi ca� ons to: Ac� ng General Manager: Corporate Services: Mr. SP Msibi, Gert Sibande District 
Municipality, PO Box 1748,  Ermelo 2350 on or before 13 May 2022 at 12:00.  ( NB: Z83 Forms, Emails 
and Faxes will not be accepted). Administra� ve enquiries should be directed to Ms. Patricia Khanye 
at (017) 801-7037 or Mr. Hendry Jele at (017-801 7165) For more details on each post, please refer 
to our website www.gsibande.gov.za Please note that it is the responsibility of the applicant to make 
sure that the applica� on reaches our District offi  ces on or before the closing date men� oned above.

Should you not receive a response within 30 days of the closing date of the adver� sement consider 
your applica� on unsuccessful. 

MR. MJ MKHONZA - ACTING MUNICIPAL MANAGER

APPLICATIONS ARE INVITED FROM SUITABLY QUALIFIED AND EXPERIENCED 
APPLICANTS TO FILL THE FOLLOWING VACANT POSITION:

WWW.BASADZI.CO.ZA                                                            BASADZI MEDIA - ADVERTISING 
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MIDDELBURG – Yesterday’s 
Freedom Day celebrations were held at 
the Kees Taljaard Stadium as the province 
hosted the commemoration of the birth of 
South Africa’s democratic dispensation.

According to Acting Premier, Thandi 
Shongwe: “We are truly honored as 
Mpumalanga province to host the 28th 
commemoration of Freedom Day, which 
marked a significant turning point in the 
history of our history.

“Not only did South Africans of all 
races and creeds, participate in a historical 
election that restored the dignity of 
the oppressed majority, this day also 
marked the burial of a divided nation 
and rekindled a nation that would, like a 
phoenix, rise from the ashes of apartheid. 

“By the placement of an “x” on a 
ballot paper, we showed the world that 
justice, freedom and dignity will always 
prevail over oppression, poverty and 
discrimination. It is befitting that we 
commemorate Freedom day under the 
theme of “Consolidating our democratic 
gains in the year of unity and renewal”.

“In the recent past, our nation has 
encountered significant challenges from 
elements who wish to undermine the 
progress of our democratic dispensation 
and regress in our efforts to attain the 
ideals of the National Democratic 
Revolution. That we have been able 
to overcome those challenges without 

affecting the stability of the country is a 
testament of the strong foundation of our 
democracy.

“As we welcome you in our province 
of the rising sun, we hope that you 
will enjoy the splendor of our tourism 
offerings, as means and efforts to boost 
our efforts to grow our economy. 

“As we commemorate our freedom, 
we remember those that are still victims 
of the societal scourge of Gender Based 
Violence.

“We take this opportunity to remind the 
perpetrators of GBVF that their conduct 
reduces the gains of our democracy and is 
a scar to our communities. We will leave 
no stone unturned in delivering justice to 
their victims. As a province we support 
the President’s efforts to fight GBVF in all 
its forms and shape, at all levels.

“Just as uTata Nelson Mandela gave 
us hope, when he said: “It is our joint 
responsibility to ensure that freedom 
reigns and that the sun never sets on 
such a glorious human achievement”. 
We note that we celebrate this event 
at a time when our sister provinces 
experienced serious floods which resulted 
loss of life, missing people and serious 
damage to infrastructure. We convey our 
condolences and sympathy to all.

“On behalf of the Premier of the 
province, Umama Refilwe Mtshweni-
Tsipane and the people of Mpumalanga, 
I welcome you all to the Province of the 
rising sun,” she ended.

MIDDELBURG – President Cyril Ramaphosa 
took his audience on a journey from the apartheid era 
to the current 28th commemoration of our freedom 
since 1994 and urged South Africans that much as the 
country is celebrating freedom, but there’s still much 
more to be achieved.

He said: “During apartheid when you went to the 
gravesites, there were separate graves as if we would 
wake up speaking Afrikaans and English. Whites were 
buried on their own side, then Blacks, Indians and 
Coloureds were buried on the other side. Such was the 
inhumanity that was apartheid.

“Never should it ever happen again in South Africa. 
We will never allow 
it to happen in this 
beautiful land. In 
Mpumalanga, like 
many other sites of 
our country, was 
a site of struggle 
against centuries of 
oppression of one by 
another. 

“In 1959, the slave-like conditions of the potato farm 
in Bethal, organised a successful potato boycott that 
was led by the South African Congress of Trade Unions 
(SACTU). In Nelspruit in 1957, our imbokodo, the 
brave women of this province, led a resistance march 
to the Pass Laws. Bathi omama nabosisi bethu: Ngeke 
siliphathe iPass.

“These women attacked a car of a magistrate who 
had come to enforce Pass Laws. They were met by 
police who deviated their direction so that they would 
not head towards their intended direction.

“In Standerton, a group of 914 women marched on 
the mayor’s office to protest against Passes and they 
were arrested. Uma sithi omama bethu, osisi bethu no 
aunty bethu no gogo bethu, they actually took up the 
struggle and fought for our freedom. We see it very 

clearly here in Mpumalanga.
“Our people here in Mpumalanga fought for our 

freedom. We recount this history on Freedom Day, 
not so much that we want to hold onto to the past, we 
remember those events as a reminder that we are a 
nation that looks forward and that moves forward.

“Today in the province of Mpumalanga and across 
our beautiful land, the people have tasted the fruits 
of freedom, despite the many challenges that we face 
today. The challenges of unemployment, the challenges 
of crime, the challenges of gender based violence and 
many other challenges. 

“Despite all those many challenges, our people have 
tasted the fruits of people. The quality of life of our 
citizens, has improved from what it used to be under 
apartheid. In a democratic South Africa, 81 percent of 

the people live in formal 
housing. That was not the 
case before 1994.

“Nine out of 10 South 
Africans, do have access 
to clean water and more 
than 85 percent have 
access to electricity, 
despite the challenges 
that we have with our 

electricity generation. In a democratic South Africa, 
they seek education and healthcare, it’s no longer a 
privilege of a few, but it is now available to all.

“When our forebears said: the doors of learning shall 
be open in the Freedom Charter, this is what they had 
envisaged would happen – that our children would be 
able to go to school to learn and to be as enlightened as 
these learners from Ekurhuleni school.

“96 percent of children of school going age, are 
in school today. Two thirds of those learners attend 
schools where they no longer have to pay fees. At 
tertiary level, at universities and colleges, we have been 
able to provide young South Africans to study through 
the support they get from our government, where our 
government spends billions of rand on NSFAS to 
enable our young people to achieve their dreams that 

they want.
“This was denied to their parents, to their 

grandparents who never had this opportunity. Here 
in Mpumalanga, more than 600 000 children from 
poor households, receive a meal at school through 
the National Schools Nutrition Programme. This 
programme is so extensive in that more than nine 
million learners every school day, across the length and 
breadth of the country, they get a free meal at school. 
Ukewayibonaphi into enjalo?

“This is what is happening in our which was not the 
case prior to 1994. 

“Of course, much more still needs to be done. 
In corporate South Africa, people have expanding 
opportunities to realise their potential.

“In a free South Africa, a young woman like 
Kgothatso from Thembisile Hani Local Municipality, 
overcame difficult circumstances to become 
Mpumalanga’s top matric leaner in 2021 achieving 
100 percent in Mathematics and Physical Science. In 
a free South Africa, government support has enabled 
an aspirant farmer Njabulo Mbokane from Ermelo, to 
realize her dream and helping her along – she used to 
sell fish and chips from a street stand. Today she is a 
successful commercial farmer.

“In democratic South Africa, social grants provide a 
lifeline and a source of income to 18 million of indigent 
people, when we add the other R350 recipients, we’re 
talking about 30 million South Africans receiving 
grants every month from this government.

“Now in free South Africa, we have recognised 
the injustices of the past and we are implementing a 
programme to restitute and redistribute land to those 
who were dispossessed of their birth right. The land 
issue is still a burning issue among South Africans and 
we are addressing it.

“The South Africa of today is democratic and 
open. Government is based on the will of the people 
and every citizen is equally protected by the law. The 
people’s voices are heard and they are part of any 
decision that affects their lives and they are protected,” 
said Ramaphosa.

“OUR PEOPLE HAVE TASTED THE FRUITS OF FREEDOM, 
DESPITE THE MANY CHALLENGES” - RAMAPHOSA

BONGANI HLATSHWAYO

MP honoured to host 28th 
Freedom Day commemoration

President pays tribute to Mpumalanga’s contribution to the strggle

‘WHEN OUR FOREBEARS SAID: THE DOORS OF 
LEARNING SHALL BE OPEN IN THE FREEDOM  

CHARTER, THIS IS WHAT THEY HAD  
ENVISAGED WOULD HAPPEN’

President Cyril Ramaphosa.

BONGANI HLATSHWAYO
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What’s your favorite dish?
“That’s like asking someone to choose a favorite 

child”, says Chef Anande. 
Mpumalanga Mirror was recently invited to 

a three-course lunch by Chef Anande, real name 
anande Mashinini (25). 

Hospitality has always been embedded in her 
family and close to her heart as she’s worked with 
her mother, Nelly Mashinini who owns Linga Longa 
Guest House even before going to culinary school. 

Chef Anande loves the idea of giving people a 
fine dining experience. The Michigan-born chef who 
returned to South Africa with her parents at the age of 
eight,  describes her dishes ‘as adding time to simple 
elements of food to create something different and 
more about the experience of eating than eating to 
get full’. 

“I’m grateful to be from a household where almost 
everyone is a chef. My sister is great at pastry, my 
mom is an amazing cook and seeing her inspired me 
at a young age to love being in the kitchen.”

She takes us through her culinary arts journey 
from leaving Mbombela, completing her studies at 
The Food and Beverage Institute to working at Da 

Vinci in Sandton. 
While at it, she serves a full flavour salad to down 

with freshly made ice tea. 
Chef Anande believes her passion for cooking 

grew more while working as she loves the intensity 
and learning. 

“They say when you find your passion, you find 
your purpose. Culinary arts definitely gave my life, 
purpose and meaning because it is what I fell in love 
with.”

For the main course she serves chicken balotine, 
served with pommes persillées & purée, with a basil 
béchamel garnished with a cheese disk, pomegranate 
and tuile. Dessert is orange and Rooibos infused 
creamy flan with a sugar garnish.

“I’m more into fine dining and food for me evokes 
feelings. My mood, feeling and food often go hand in 
hand. I love and enjoy my own food, but for me it’s 
about giving other people that experience. Nothing 
excites me than seeing them enjoy and appreciate my 
food,” she says. 

So far she admits she hasn’t had any highlights 
in her career, but she’s sure it’s still coming. She 
shares details of her upcoming High Tea that will be 
hosted at Bee Hive Manor, White River on Mother’s 
Day. 

An excited Chef Anande reveals the High Tea 

is sponsored by businesswoman and her mentor, 
Gladness Mkhonto-Msisika. 

“She believes in uplifting women and the youth 
and has pushed me to share my craft with the 
Lowvelders. I’m really looking forward to hosting 
this event after I had a tasting which was a success 
and got to identify with the market I want to share 
my food with and make sure they enjoy it as much as 
I would like them to.”

Her future plans include producing her own 
recipe book, but wants to establish herself first 
and be certain of who she is on a plate and as Chef 
Anande. As she progresses and matures, so will her 
understanding on food which will enable her to share 
her knowledge with others. 

“At heart, I’m one person who loves to share and 
give. I want my food to be received by different 
markets - from someone who has never had fine 
dining to someone who has it every day with the 
same excitement.”

To catchup with Chef Anande and to 
find out more about her High Tea 
event, follow her on: Instagram and 
Facebook: Chef Anande. 

CHEF ANANDE - ALL ABOUT GIVING 
THE FULL DINING EXPERIENCE 

YOLISWA KHUMALO

Chef Anande works and plays hard in the kitchen. Insert: Dessert served with a sugar garnish.

A full flavor salad with freshly made iced tea was 
the starter. 

Anande Mashinini also known as Chef Anande.

A scrumptious lunch garnished with a cheese disk, pomegranate 
and tuile.



#Faceup! #SocialDistance! #Washup!

4 COMMUNITY

ERMELO - On 6 April 2022, the ANC 
Mpumalanga PEC held its first meeting 
at Gert Sibande Region, in Ermelo 
following its election during the 13th 
Provincial Conference on 1-3 April 2022 
at Emalahleni in Witbank Dam. 

The PEC in its meeting, dealt with a 
number of constitutional issues which 
are imperative for its functionality. In 
his political remarks, the Chairperson of 
the Province, Mandla Ndlovu welcomed 
all PEC members and appreciated the 
contributions of various ANC members 
for the successful conference. 

He committed the PEC leadership 
collective to work together in uniting 
the members and leaders of the ANC in 
Mpumalanga. Ndlovu emphasised that 
the unity of the ANC is important in 
unifying communities. 

The call has been made to ensure that 
the PEC leadership execute the unity 
and renewal program as adopted during 
the 54th ANC National Conference. 
The unity must not just be words, but it 
should be translated into action through 
programs, activities and disciplined 
where all members will have an 
opportunity to take part. 

It was in the same meeting that the 
PEC deliberated upon and concluded the 
following issues: 

The PEC welcomed the stepping aside 
of recently elected Provincial Treasurer, 
Mandla Msibi following the known 
allegations. The PEC welcomed the 
guidance of the NEC on this matter and 
resolved to second the Deputy Provincial 
Chairperson Cde Speedy Mashilo to also 
act as the Provincial Treasurer until the 
issues surrounding the step-aside of Cde 
Mandla Msibi are cleared; 

In line with Rule 19.9.1 and Rule 20.1 
& 20.2 the PEC elected the Provincial 
Working Committee (PWC) to carry 
out decisions and instructions of the 
organisation. The following members 
received overwhelming support to serve 
as PWC members: Mandla Ndlovu, 
Speedy Mashilo, Muzi Chirwa, Lindiwe 
Ntshalintshali, Ngelosi Ndlovu, Refilwe 
Mtsweni-Tsipane, Sylvia Nxumalo, 
Ndumiso Mokako, Eva Makhabane, 
Desmond Moela, Ethel Nkosi, Thulare 
Madileng and Thulisile Khoza;

The PEC further guided by Rule 
19.6 co-opted three comrades who are: 
Dikeledi Mahlangu, Mike Soko and 
Thulane Moripe;

In line with Rule 19.9.17 the PEC 

appointed among its members the 
Provincial Disciplinary Committee which 
is constituted as follows: Mike Soko – 
Chairperson, Dina Pule, Ngelosi Ndlovu, 
Nhlakanipho Zuma, Sam Masango, Eva 
Makhabane and Clara Ndlovu;

The Committees of the PEC 
were established and PEC members 
were accordingly deployed: 
Among the committees appointed 
are: Legislature and Governance 
chaired by Mandla Ndlovu; Political 
Education chaired Thulare Madileng; 
Economic Transformation chaired 
by Refilwe Mtsweni-Tsipane; Legal 
and Constitutional Affairs chaired 
by Lindiwe Ntshalintshali; Social 
Transformation chaired by Khethiwe 
Moeketsi; Education, Health, Science and 
Technology chaired by Eva Makhabane; 
Elections Committee chaired by 
Lindiwe Ntshalintshal; Organising and 
Campaigns chaired by Dinah Pule; 
Dispute Resolution Committee chaired 
by Ngelosi Ndlovu; Gender and Equity 
chaired by Sasekani Manzini; Cultural 
and Religious Affairs chaired Lazarus 
Mashaba; Deployment Committee 
chaired by Speedy Mashilo; Peace and 
Stability chaired by Sibusiso Sigudla; 
International Relations chaired by 
Nhlakanipho Zuma; Information and 
Publicity chaired by Sam Masango; 
Finance Committee chaired by Speedy 
Mashego (acting).

The PEC considered the importance of 
election work and progress that has been 
done in the previous term. Considering 
the retention and safe-guarding of the 
organisational memory, the PEC re-
appointed Jabulani Lucas Mahlangu as 
the Election Manager.

On PEC Induction: The PEC resolved 
to be inducted on 6-8 May 2022 by the 
NEC. It is compulsory for all members of 
the PEC to attend the workshop. 

The PEC further appointed the RTT 
Convenors and Deputy Convenors for 
the Nkangala and Gert Sibande Region, 
respectively. In Nkangala Region: 
Thomas Ngwenya is appointed RTT 
Convenor, Leah Mabuza is RTT Deputy 
Convenor In Gert Sibande Region, Vusi 
Motha is appointed RTT Convenor, 
Walter Mngomezulu is Deputy RTT 
Convenor.

The appointments are as a result of the 
election of both the Chairpersons of the 
two Regions to the PEC which resulted 
into vacancies. 

REGIONAL CONFERENCES
According to the ANC’s provincial 

spokesperson, Sam Masango, the PEC 
noted progress made by the three RTTs 
in relation to convening of the regional 
conferences. Ehlanzeni region and Gert 
Sibande region already sat on the 08-10 
April 2022. Nkangala region will sit on 
22 -24 April 2022. 

The regional conferences detailed 
political presentation and discussion of 
the Balance of Forces and Conduct of a 
New Cadre by the NEC deployees. 

The NGC discussion documents were 
processed in the commission. The PEC 
is making a call to leaders and members 
of the ANC to ascertain that the regional 
conferences should be peaceful and must 
allow space for engagements which take 
forward the unity and renewal of the 
ANC. 

EHLANZENI REGIONAL 
CONFERENCE OUTCOME
Regional Chairperson: Jackie Macie 
158 - Gillion Mashego 122
Regional Deputy Chairperson: 
Makhosazana Masilela 162 - 
Momotho Thumbathi 123
Regional Secretary: Folus Sibuyi 
166 - Phazamisa Mathe 116
Regional Deputy Secretary: William 
Nkatha 151 - Bhunu Malandule 127
Regional Treasurer: Morris 
Mazibane 145 - Phumzile Mashego 
131
Ehlanzeni REC additional members:
Siyabonga Malandule 125 votes, 
Gillion Makaringe 122 votes; 
Bhunu Malandule 116 votes, Jester 
Sidell 111 votes, Xoli Mabuza 
109 votes, Thandeka Dlamini 106 
votes, Gillion Mashego 101 votes, 
Phindile Mbowane 100 votes, Sylvia 
Mathebula 99 votes, Phumzile 
Mashego 97 votes, Dan Shabangu 
97 votes, Phazamisa Mathe 96 
votes, Luther Mogaule 94 votes, 
Sabina Manzini 91 votes, Precious 
Manana 90 votes, Momotho 
Thumbathi 85 votes, Lyza Lekhuleni 
83 votes, Hildah Nyambi 82 votes, 
Lizzy Khoza 81 votes and Futhi 
Sibanyoni 81 votes.

GERT SIBANDE REGIONAL 
CONFERENCE
Gert Sibande Regional 
Conference nomination has 
started as follows:

Walter Mgomezulu has been 
nominated unopposed as Regional 
Chairperson;
Muzi Manyathi has been nominated 
unopposed as Deputy Chairperson
Position of Regional Secretary had 
been contested;
Position of Deputy Secretary has 
been contested;
Position of Treasurer Aubrey Maboa 
unopposed.

However, Gert Sibande voted for 
Top 5 and the following emerged

Walter Mgomezulu as Regional 
Chairperson, Muzi Manyathi as Deputy 
Chairperson, Lindi Masina as Regional 
Secretary, Trevor Nkosi as Deputy 
Secretary, Audrey Maleka as Regional 
Treasurer.

Additional members are as follows: 
Thulasizwe Thomo with 124 votes, 
Alice Chirwa with 114 votes, Thandi 
Ngxonono with 113 votes, Sabelo 
Sikhakhane with 112 votes, Dan ‘DP’ 
Nkosi with 107 votes, Lindiwe Masuku-
Siduwih 106 votes, Zodwa Nkosi with 
104 votes, Fikile Nyembe with 103 votes, 
Gabi Shabalala with 99 votes, Thembi 
Khumalo with 99 votes, Thembisile 
Motloung with 99 votes, Vusi Nkosi 
with 99 votes, Pretty Sibeko with 98 
votes, Zandile Yende with 97 votes, Juliet 
Khumalo with 96 votes, Bafana Ndinisa 
with 91 votes, Jeffrey Msimango with 91 
votes, Johannah Ndlovu with 86 votes, 
BG ‘Rose’ Mavuso with 83 votes and 
Stephen Nhlapho with 73 votes. 

NKANGALA REGIONAL 
CONFERENCE 

Top 5
Chairperson:
Thomas Ngwenya

D.Chair:
Jonas Bhoshomane

Secretary:
Sello Matshoga

D.Secretary:
Lindiwe Mahlangu (uncontested)

Treasurer:
Busie Nhlombane

8th Nkangala Regional Conference 
Newly elected Top 5.

ANC-PEC AND REGIONAL 
CONFERENCES COMPLETED
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It’s history in the making that democracy 
prevailed in the province, whereby, the newly-
elected PEC openly announced that the provincial 
administration hierarchy remains in their positions 
and openly pronounced that ‘no one will be reshuffled 
in either provincial cabinet nor in their regional 
administrations’ as it’s business as usual in their daily 
operations.

The former Focus lobby group has catapulted 
power into their hands in all structures from the PEC 
to RECs in Gert Sibande and Ehlanzeni regions where 
Walter Mngomezulu, the current executive mayor of 
Gert Sibande District has been elected as Chairperson 
of Gert Sibande region, while his counterpart in 
Ehlanzeni region emerged to be Jacky Marcie who 
makes a dramatic comeback after being sidelined by 
the previous regime when he served as Speaker in 
Nkomazi Municipality and is deputised by Legislature 
Speaker, Makhosazane Masilela, a former MMC at 
Ehlanzeni District Municipality.

The last one to take place was Nkangala region 
which took place on the weekend of 22-24 April 
and the outcome is as follows: Chairperson: Thomas 
Ngwenya, Deputy Chairperson: Jonas Bhoshomane; 
Secretary: Sello Matshoga; Deputy Secretary: Lindiwe 
Mahlangu and Treasurer: Busie Nhlombane.

It’s the first time that the province experienced 
a determined purpose to change the status quo by 
engaging in a unified action which had unity of 
purpose written all over its actions throughout their 
campaigns that peace and unity would prevail - the 
norm was electing capable individuals with only 
one sole purpose: to resuscitate the African National 
Congress from its doldrums of significant decrease in 
support from communities, not only in the province, 
but countrywide, too although Mpumalanga has been 
an exception of still commanding support above 
the 50 percent mark which has been triggered by a 
significant lack of service delivery.

Much as a new political leadership had been 
bestowed upon the different local and district 
municipalities, that leadership had already been 
tainted with the spirit of the new provincial leadership 
which successfully cut to pieces their opponents, Ngci 
lobby group and RMT was automatically swallowed 
into Focus and played ball.

There’s a significant incorporation of young blood 
into different structures of the organisation, which 
appears as a glimmer of hope that there’s longevity 
in their plans in ensuring that leadership is not about 
clamouring to power at all costs even if you’ve lost 
effectiveness of purpose, but have turned out to be too 
individualistic, a dangerous phenomenon that turns 
one into dictatorship and being feared.

Why should a leadership be feared by its 
communities when your purpose is to unify the forces 
and lead the communities towards prosperity for 
all - literally meaning that everyone has access to 
opportunities and survival?

Methinks that we should cease this ‘Animal Farm’ 
tendencies of ‘all animals being equal, but other 
animals being more equal than others syndrome’ - a 
dangerous trend that has destroyed the ANC by 
creating ’Fatcats’ who have emerged like flowers 
among thorns’.

It’s so easy to fall into corruptible tendencies like 
their predecessors did and totally lost direction of 
purpose by being power drunk.

As they head towards the National Conference of 
the ruling party in December, which provincial leader 
is being vouched for the top positions of president 
and deputy president? We’ve only heard the current 
leadership passively pronouncing their support for 
current president, Cyril Ramaphosa for president, 
and they haven’t bothered to make known who their 
deputy president preferred candidate is.

Ronald Lamola’s name has been pouted as vying 
for the Deputy Presidency seat. Does this mean they 
are denouncing their own, David Mabuza whom they 
elevated to his current position, the highest to have 
been attained by Mpumalanga in national politics?

If the ANC at national level is prepared to have a 
mix of young and old leaders which they actually term 
the generational mix, is Lamola the right candidate to 
represent Mpumalanga at this juncture?

I would agree that young men and women of his 
calibre need to be elevated because to me, he’s got 
guts – he’s one person who never turned his back 
on the organisation when his colleagues in the ANC 
Youth League ditched the ANC to establish the 
Economic Freedom Fighters (EFF) which included 
his provincial colleagues Collen Sedibe and Goldrich 
Gardee. Lamola fought his battles from within.

One worrying factor though is: is Mpumalanga 
continuing supporting leaders from other provinces 
instead of their own because granted, the province has 
played a meaningful during the struggle and in the 
advent of democracy in the country, don’t they see it 
befitting that they should also fight for the presidency?

Is it because they’ve been so divided for so long 
that they can’t put their heads together and back 
a meaningful candidate along the lines of mixed 
generations – not too old and not too young, but with 
adequate political maturity to contest with the best in 
the land?

There’s still time though until December. Time will 
really tell, this time around.

BONGANI HLATSHWAYO

Ehlanzeni region’s leadership congratulated.
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MBOMBELA - A somewhat soft-spoken but 
astute and practicable newly-crowned 24-year-
old Lungile Fakude who was crowned Miss 
Mpumalanga 2022 on the night of 9 April 2022, 
has vowed to utilise her academic knowledge 
to bring about change in her official duties for 
the duration of her reign.

An Occupational Therapist by profession 
from the University of KwaZulu-Natal who is 
currently pursuing a Post-graduate Diploma in 
Public Health with the University of Pretoria. 
Prior to being crowned, she’s been working 
for a psychiatric hospital in Mbombela where 
she revealed that she developed her passion for 
mental health.

“It’s ignited every single day. The change 
I want to bring is to start conversations about 
the negative impact of substance abuse to 
one’s mental health. We need to talk and make 
changes from an early age where most people 
are exposed to substances,” stated Lungile 
emphatically.

Asked if she was expecting to be crowned 
the queen among the bevy of beauties In the 
Top 10, she said: “I wasn’t really expecting to 
be crowned the queen, even though I had the 
ambition. The week ahead of the crowning 
was very hectic with preparations, but I had a 
premonition of it.

“I shunned that aside because I didn’t know 
whether it would bring tears or joy. When my 
name was called out, it was a confirmation 
of the somewhat strange feeling that week 
I experienced. But it came at the right time, 
although I was nervous, so to speak.

“Even as we’re speaking now, I’m still 
surprised, but one thing for sure, I knew it 
wouldn’t be just a walk in the park. If it means 
tears, it’s tears and breaking down would 
be just that, but it’s going to be a very long 
journey ahead,” she noted.

Obviously, you had an ambition of being the 
queen, hence you entered the pageant and do 
probably have a plan to utilise in your mind to 

accomplish your one-year contract fulfilling 
your duties for the sponsors, the Mpumalanga 
Economic Regulator (MER), National Youth 
Development Agency (NYDA) and organizers, 
Mzimari Productions.

“Working with MER, the focus will be 
on liquor license and gambling regulating 
involving interacting with communities 
throughout the province, basically. I really want 
to intensify raising awareness, especially in n 
communities, including the community I grew 
up in at Mshadza. So many people, especially 

the youth, every weekend, every event and 
some even during the week are embroiled in 
both alcohol and substance abuse.

“One tends to ask oneself a question: Why 
are they so embroiled in these things? Surely, 
there’s a reason. There’s a wound that needs to 
be treated in order for them to be healed. I want 
to also start conversations on substance abuse 
and mental health.

“It’s best to also start mental health 
conversations at an early age and accomplish 
it with responsible gambling awareness in 

ways that will be easier to consume by the 
communities. I must say, one found the 
standard very high at this pageant.

“My aim is to take it even higher by the time 
I complete my reign, those who will follow, 
will have to work extra hard to qualify,” she 
vowed.

Reverting back to incidents prior to the 
crowning event about the mood of her fellow 
contestants, she said: “I was welcomed very 
warmly by my room-mate, Lerato Nogabe, 
whom I stayed with the whole week. She was 
such an amazing woman. Even the other ladies 
welcomed me so well.

“After the crowning ceremony, they came to 
congratulate me and told me: ‘We knew you 
were the girl,’ they told me and said even my 
dress was one fit for a queen. I think it was best 
that we celebrate each other even though we 
were not all winners,” she concluded.

LUNGILE VOWS TO DELIVER ON HER PROMISES
BONGANI HLATSHWAYO

Miss Mpumalanga Lungile Fakude with 
MEC Vusi Mkhatshwa and CEO of Mzimari 
Productions Gugu Nyarenda.

Miss Mpumalanga 2022 Lungile Fakude.

‘Together Let’s Fight Crime and Road Carnage’
www.dcssl.gov.za

DRIVING LICENCES RENEWAL 
DEADLINE LOOMING

05 MAY 
2022

MEC Vusi Shongwe.

Motorists whose driving  licences expired between 26 MARCH 
2020 and 31 AUGUST 2021 are urged to renew their driving 
licences before 05 MAY 2022.

A 30 days grace period from the end of the State of Disaster, 
has been offered. Motorists have until Thursday, 05 MAY 2022 to 
renew their expired driving licences cards.
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SECUNDA -  Sasol hosted a 
recognition ceremony for 99 emerging 
farmers from the Gert Sibande District 
Municipality who recently completed the 
Sasol Farmers Development programme 
(Iphepe).

 At the same event, 30 individuals from 
10 Non-Profit Organisations (NPOs) 
from the Lekwa Municipality who 
participated in the Sasol Institution 
Capacity Building programme were also 
recognised. To date, this programme has 
capacitated 86 NPOs in Govan Mbeki 
Municipality, as well as 10 in the Lekwa 
Municipality focusing mainly on Early 
Childhood Development Centres (ECDs).

“It is when I get involved in social 
initiatives that empower, enable and 
recognise people that I have a sense of 
fulfilment that is immeasurable. This 
is why I work for Sasol,” Mashudu 
Ndou, VP/Head of Community Affairs, 
pleasantly said. 

As a corporate citizen, Sasol believes 
that skills development is an enabler 
for economic inclusion and growth. 
The complementary need for a skilled 
workforce around our operations 
and the needs of our local fence-line 
communities for access to socio-economic 
opportunities, especially in the context 

of rising unemployment rates, continues 
to foster our passion to contribute to an 
enabling environment for to gain lifelong 
skills that allow them to participate 
actively in economy.

“Our social investment activities are 

aligned to the Sustainable Development 
Goals 8 and 10 priorities while responding 
to local realities wit investments prioritise 
in our fence-line communities,” concluded 
Ms Ndou.

Sasol also handed over a Cheque for 

funding to Topsy Foundation and Ithemba 
Lesizwe. Topsy is Sasol’s implementing 
partner of the Orphans and Vulnerable 
Children Care (OVCs) and Support 
Programme in the Dipaleseng and Govan 
Mbeki Municipalities. Ithemba Lesizwe 
implements a Support Group Programme 
for Rehabilitated Substance Addicts in the 
Govan Mbeki Municipality. 

 
“We align our social investment 

activities to the Sustainable Development 
Goals. Eight and 10 priorities while 
responding to local realities with 
investments prioritise in our fence-line 
communities,” concluded Ndou.

Sasol also handed over a cheque 
for funding to Topsy Foundation and 
Ithemba Lesizwe. Topsy is Sasol’s 
implementing partner of the Orphans and 
Vulnerable Children Care (OVCs) and 
Support Programme. Ithemba Lesizwe 
implements a Support Group Programme 
for Rehabilitated Substance Addicts in the 
Govan Mbeki Municipality.

“We align our social investment 
activities to the Sustainable Development 
Goals. Eight and 10 priorities while 
responding to local realities with 
investments prioritise in our fence-line 
communities,” concluded Ndou.

SASOL HOSTS CEREMONY TO 
RECOGNISE LOCAL BENEFICIARIES

Lebombo Border Post eases congestion

KOMATIPOORT - Congestion at the 
Lebombo Border Post with the Republic 
of Mozambique has been eased with the 
spreading of services instead of confining 
them in one building, whether entering or 
leaving both countries.

This was when the Ehlanzeni District 
Municipality’s LED and Tourism Unit 
visited the 
border post on 
the eve of the 
Easter holidays 
to interact with 
travellers from 
the Republic of 
Mozambique and 
the previous day 
had converged at the Matsamo Border 
Post, popularly referred to as Jeppe’s Reef 
bordering with the Kingdom of ESwatini.

Good news is that every traveller 
entering Mpumalanga from the two 
countries, were provided with information 
brochures which guided them on important 
information for their safety, health, 
shopping guide and most importantly, 
information on amenities available on 
these shores on accommodation, tourist 
attractions and shopping, too.

According Mduduzi Nkosi, Ehlanzeni’s 
Senior Manager for LED & Tourism, “At 
this time of the festive season, our tourism 
units combine efforts to interact with 

tourists entering our territory and provide 
vital information about our establishments, 
including safety and security to ensure they 
don’t suffer or struggle with information 
whilst on our shores.

“This time around, we had a combined 
team from the District office and our two 
local municipalities from Nkomazi and 
Bushbuckridge. 

“The latter two are the closest to border 
posts with both 
Mozambique and 
ESwatini,” he 
stated.

At Lebombo 
Border Post, you 
can now first go 
across the main 
building for 

Covid testing which is done in a matter 
of minutes. There’s also an inspectorate, 
a Fruitfly Surveillance Area under the 
department of agriculture, land reform and 
rural development to monitor permissible 
products between the two countries.

Trucks, which form a more than 
15-kilometre queue, have an easier service, 
whereby, their paperwork is sorted out and 
they have their special side route leading 
them in and out of the two countries.

The trucks are no longer visible and 
causing so much congestion at the border 
post, whilst motorists can easily sail 
through on the single lane next to the 
queued trucks.

BONGANI HLATSHWAYO

“ENTERING MPUMALANGA FROM THE TWO COUNTRIES 
WAS PROVIDED WITH INFORMATION BROCHURES 
WHICH GUIDED THEM FOR THEIR SAFETY, HEALTH, 

SHOPPING AND ACCOMMODATION NEEDS”

Ithemba Lesizwe receiving their cheque from Sasol.

Ehlanzeni’s senior manager for LEd and toursm, Mduduzi Nkosi interacting with a 
Mozambican traveller at the Lebombo border Post.

Sport fields to benefit 
Bushbuckridge schools

SHATALE - Learners at Boikhutsho Junior 
Primary and Sedibeng Senior Primary schools 
will now enjoy a variety of sports on their 
brand-new Let’s Play sports fields. 

The sports fields, donated by MultiChoice, 
were officially accepted by the schools and 
the MMC for Sport, Arts and Culture in the 
Bushbuckridge Local Municipality, Cllr Prince 
Gumede at a ceremony recently.

The multi-purpose playing fields can be 
used for five different sporting codes: hockey, 
5-a-side soccer, tennis, volleyball, and netball. 
In addition to the fields, the schools also 
received a Let’s Play kit bags filled with sports 
equipment and playing kit.

Coaches responsible for sport at the schools 
will also undergo training in the latest physical 
education methodologies to ensure the sports 
fields are optimally utilised.

“It is such an honour to be back in the 
community that raised and moulded me into 
the person I am now. As a youngster growing 
up in Shatale Village, it was always my dream 
to make a difference in my community and 
handing over these playing fields, today is 
a dream realized,” said MultiChoice Group 
CEO, Calvo Mawela.

“These fields will create the space for 
children and teachers to discover new sports 
and to enjoy playing. We at MultiChoice are 

committed to continue making a positive 
difference in the lives of our youth. In 
partnership with the Department of Basic 
Education, we are growing a healthier 
generation of young people.

“The primary objective of the Let’s Play 
Fields project is to transform the often-barren 
sports fields in rural schools to state-of-the-
art fields that will bring joy to the learners 
and equip teachers to inspire the children to 
be more active and to enjoy playing sport. 
The benefits of more activity amongst young 
children are well documented – it leads 
to better health which helps with better 
concentration and ultimately a better academic 
performance,” Mawela concluded.

The two fields are part of four multi-purpose 
playing fields constructed by Let’s Play in 
2021, the other two recipients are at schools in 
Lusikisiki in the Eastern Cape and Kimberley 
in the Northern Cape.

Over the past few years, Let’s Play has 
invested over R20 million to create a healthier 
youth generation. About 315 schoolteachers 
have been trained in new Physical Education 
methodologies. Held in partnership with 
UNICEF, the programme has reached more 
than 1.5 million children and reintroduced 
physical education curricula in schools and 
communities across the country.

Cllr Prince Gumede, Mutlichoice CEO Calvo Mawela unveiling while one of the 
principals watches.
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MANGWENI - South Africa has made 
strides in the reduction of malaria cases 
resulting in deaths decreasing by 88%. 

This is according to the Minister of 
Health, Dr Joe Phaahla, who addressed 
the community during the World Malaria 
Day commemoration themed: “Long 
life for all – in pursuit of long life well 
lived.” It also coincided with the launch 
of Afrika Vaccination Week on Monday. 

He said compared to 64 622 cases in 
2000 to 5 812 cases in 2021, it gives 
courage to march further forward 
towards the prioritised elimination of 
malaria by 2023. 

“All provinces, partners and 

stakeholders need to work together 
and implement malaria elimination 
interventions to achieve the set targets. 
South Africa is moving towards sub-
national elimination verification for 
malaria with the support of the World 
Health Organization (WHO).

“This will, in turn, recognize districts 
and sub-districts across the country that 
have successfully managed to interrupt 
the local transmission of malaria cases,” 
said Phaahla. 

He said to achieve this, all 
stakeholders, including the community, 
should be aware of the implementation 
of elimination focused interventions, 
creating, and sustaining political 
advocacy for malaria elimination 

across all levels of government and 
stakeholders.

“Achieving malaria elimination is 
possible when we all work together, 
government, private sector and 
implementing partners, in ensuring that 
we implement and execute the plans as 
laid out. 

“South Africa will continue to form 
part of the regional initiatives such as 
the WHO, SADC, E8, MOSASWA 
in ensuring the attainability of the set 
elimination targets,” he concluded. 

MEC for Health, Sasekani Manzini, 
said with malaria being prevalent in the 
Mbombela, Nkomazi and Bushbuckridge 
areas, it is important to raise awareness. 

“If our people are taught about 
malaria, it will be easier for them to 
detect its symptoms and get treated 
while there’s is still time. Our health 
facilities do offer malaria testing and we 
encourage communities to make use of 
them and allow authorities to fumigate 
in their homes to fight malaria,” stated 
Manzini.

South Africa is a part of MOSASWA, 
a tripartite of countries’ structure formed 
between Mozambique, South Africa and 
Eswatini. This is one more component of 
Elimination 8 (E8) which is an initiative 
consisting of eight countries in the 
SADC region who are the front runners 
for malaria elimination. Dr Joe Phaahla 
currently serves as the chairperson of the 
E8 Ministerial Committee.

GOAL TO ELIMINATE 
MALARIA WITHIN REACH
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Correctional officials reach out to disadvantaged learners
BARBERTON - More than 16 

learners from Ekuchathuzeni Primary 
recently benefited from the Barberton 
Medium A Correctional Centre 
officials. 

This comes after the officials dug 
deep into their own pockets to buy 
school uniform for learners coming 
from poverty-stricken backgrounds. 
The school was adopted by the centre 
in 2019 as part of its Corporate Social 
Investment (CSI) programme with 
the aim of improving the social well-
being of the indigent learners around 
Barberton.

During the handover, Head of 
Medium A Correctional Centre, 
Robert Khoza indicated that the aim 
was to ensure that all learners look 
presentable when attending school. 
All beneficiaries received a pair of 

trousers, shirt, jersey and school 
shoes. 

“The centre believes that it takes a 
village to raise a child, therefore, the 
wellbeing of any child is our concern. 
We pray that God gives us power to 
continue making a difference in your 
lives. I also call upon business people 
around Barberton to join forces with 
us to change the lives of our future 
leaders,” said Khoza. 

The school’s principal, Bhekizizwe 
Thabethe expressed his gratitude 
to the Department of Correctional 
Services stating that the number of 
dropouts will decrease at the school. 

“This will boost our learners’ 
self-confidence, especially now that 
winter is creeping in. The donations 
definitely came at the right time 
as all learners will come to school 
dressed warmly in full uniform,” said 
Thabethe.

YOLISWA KHUMALO

YOLISWA KHUMALO

Municipal service 
centre handed 
over to Klarinet 
community

EMALAHLENI – Glencore Coal handed 
over a revamped service centre office to the 
community of Klarinet on 30 March 2022, 
known as the Klarinet Municipal Pay Point 
Centre to motivate the community to pay their 
municipal rates and taxes and accessibility of 
the municipal service.

This was solely meant to cut the long 
distance of having to travel from the township 
into the town to access municipal services.

The project was undertaken as part 
of Glencore’s social and labour plan 
commitments as stipulated in the Tweefontein 
social Labour Plan. It consulted with 
Emalahleni Local Municipality to identify 
projects that they could assist with according 
to the socio-economic needs in the 
municipality, hence the service centre being 
identified.

Klarinet community members came out 
in numbers to receive the revamped centre, 
including being attended by the executive 
mayor, Cllr Conny Nkalitshana and 
councillors.

Glencore General Manager for Community 
and Regulatory Affairs, Noel Pillay said: 
“Today is really about demonstrating our 
commitment to delivering on our social 
and Labour Plan obligations, but more 
importantly, it’s about our commitment to 
progressing together with our stakeholders.

“The Klarinet Service Centre was identified 
as a priority need to the municipality’s 
IDP after several engagements with the 
municipality so it is such a momentous 
occasion to finally see it come to fruition. 
A local service provider was awarded the 
business opportunity, thereby, ensuring that 
local employment was created for the duration 
of the project,” he said.

Executive Mayor Nkalitshana said: “We are 
so grateful to Glencore for the service centre. 
This centre will assist us in bringing services 
closer to the community and it will also create 
job opportunities within this area, too.

“I am all about service delivery, 
employment and creating a better city – this 
centre will help us to achieve all those things, 
thanks to Glencore. I hope our officials and 
community will embrace this opportunity 
because it will benefit them in so many ways,” 
she concluded.

Hezekiel Madonsela gets vaccinated.

Baby Ayabongwa Mlambo immunised by a nurse.

Correctional Services staff pose with the learners.

Health MEC Sasekani Manzini 
encouraging residents to vaccinate.
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MEET THE NEW PROVINCIAL  MEET THE NEW PROVINCIAL  
WELTERWEIGHT CHAMPIONWELTERWEIGHT CHAMPION

Provincial boxing champion, Xolani 
Mgidi lifted the Junior Welterweight belt 
after winning against Sam Sithole at the 
Banquet Hall in Middelburg on April 8.

Mpumalanga Mirror caught up with 
the right-handed puncher. He shares his 
moment after three weeks when he was the 
last man standing in the ring.

JK: Boxing is taking off in the province 
and you are one boxer who is in forefront of 
it all. What was on your mind when you got 
to the ring?

XM: I told myself that I wanted to stop 
the fight at round three or four. But that 
was not the case. The fight taught me that 
I cannot just knock out my opponent. A 
knock out is a bonus because the way I was 
fighting, it was not me. My mind was set 
on a knockout. I started boxing in rounds 
seven, eight, nine and 10. The early rounds 
were futile.

JK: When you realized you were now 
boxing, was it a game-changer?

XM: It was. I told myself that I now need 
to box. I began to connect well with 
my jabs and he would rest on 
my shoulder. I was now able 
to land straight punches.

JK: How did you feel 
after winning?

XM: I was happy 
because I always 
wanted this. The South 
African champion was 
there to watch me fight. 
We spoke and I’m looking 
forward to facing off with 
him on May 9. I will win and 
I’m not going to just fight I will 
walk out of the ring a champion.

JK: What makes you confident that you 
will be the national champion?

XM: I fought the guy before and at the 
time, I was fighting in the lightweight 

division. I was 60kgs at the time and he 
was 63kgs. He was Junior Welterweight. 
We fought and I saw that he was shaken. 

We went as far as eight rounds. 
Now that I am 63kgs, I will not 

be playing with him, I will 
knock him out. The story 
has completely changed 
because he’s the current 
national champion and 
probably has a lot in 
store for me. But I will 
work hard and show 

that I’m also a champion, 
may the best man win!

Mgidi says he anticipates 
that gloves will be off in July 

should SA Welterweight Champion, 
Sibusiso “Prince” Dlomo defend his 
title on May 9. Dlomo knocked out 
Xolani “Nomeva” Ndongeni in 2020

JABULANE KHUMALO

Orlando Pirates will visit TS 
Galaxy on Monday, May 2 at 
Mbombela Stadium. Stakes 
are high for The Rockets 
as they need to fight tooth 
and nail to climb up the 
relegation zone as they hit 
rock bottom of the log at 
number 15. They received 
a point after the clash with 
Maritzburg United last 
weekend which did not make 
much of a difference in their 
standing. Get your tickets 
now!

Speed queen 
wins Women’s 
200m sprint

Barberton-born athlete, Banele Shabangu 
scooped a gold medal at the Athletics South 
Africa’s National Championships women’s 200m 
final with a time of 23.93 in Cape Town last 
weekend. 

She is now dubbed the “Queen of women’s 
200m.” She says her win is only sinking in now. 
She had flu on the day of the race, but it never got 
her down

“I was sick when I raced, my chest was 
clogged. I’m only starting to feel better now. I’ve 
always told myself that when I have an injury or 
something else, I will see to it after the finish line. 
I was even shaking after the finish line and feeling 
sickly. So, before I took off, I told myself I will 
do my best. In the same voice, I needed to win the 
race,” she said.

Shabangu points out that her opponents did 
not deter her. She didn’t even know some of 
them except for Shelly, whom she lost against at 
Potchefstroom.

“I was quite sceptical because most thought 
Shelly would win. However, I was a bit nervous, 
but I also told myself that I would also intimidate 
them. 

“It came down to the survival of the fittest. I 
had to be ready so that I don’t disappoint myself. 
When I set a goal, I need to achieve even if I 
came third, I would have still achieved what I 
wanted to. 

“One’s mindset plays an important role. The 
time was not good either, but the win was strong. 
It was hard but fortunately, I pulled through. I 
turned to surprise myself during the race and this 
was my highlight for this season because it was 
unexpected. Not for me but from everyone, even 
the commentators said it,” she said proudly.

She reveals that she changed coaches and was 
uncertain of how things will turn out. A new 
coach comes with a new training program and 
unknown expectations.

“I was in doubt because I already knew the 
training will change. I had a lot of questions, 
was it going to work for me? I had to prepare 
myself for the coach and I’m going to enjoy and 
do my best. If it wouldn’t have worked, I would 
speak to her and come up with something that 
will work. However, I have adapted and I’m fully 
committed. I need to embrace my coach for me to 
perform,” she said.

Shabangu is preparing for the relays taking 
place in Botswana this weekend. She will return 
to Cape Town for another 100 and 200m race next 
week.

JABULANE KHUMALO

TS GALAXY TO FACE 
ORLANDO PIRATES

Banele Shabangu.Xolani Mogadime swings a jab at Sam Sithole.

Xolani 
Mgidi 
with his 
recent 
belt.


