
FREEMARCH 25, 2022

For all your advertising 
needs contact Bongani 

Hlatshwayo on 
0790691092 or send 
email to: bongani@

mpmirroronline.co.za/
brizotime@gmail.com

#Faceup! #SocialDistance! #Washup!

GROUND WATER 
- A SOLUTION TO WATER PROVISION

MBOMBELA - The month of March observes 
National Water Week and this year’s theme is: 
Ground water making the invisible, visible.

The Department of Water and Sanitation, 
Inkomati Usuthu Catchment Agency, Komati 
Basin Water Authority and other stakeholders, 
held a Water Week School’s competition at the 
Lowveld Botanical Garden on Tuesday,  
March 22.

Director of Water Sector Support, Patrick 
Ntabeni and Inkomati Usuthu Catchment 
Agency’s Professional Natural Scientist,  
Dr Jennifer Molantwa, outlined the province’s 
issues in water provision, infrastructure and 
exploring groundwater as a water source.

“According to legislation, we have 17 local 
municipalities in the province. They all have 
Water Services Authority Status and various 
grants. It is the municipalities’ duty to budget for 
water provision. 

“This means they are required to provide 
water to communities. Our department handles 
bulk pipelines. Therefore, it is the municipality’s 
responsibility to budget. We have a lot of 

communities that lack water in the province. We 
currently have aged infrastructure which needs 
upgrading.

“Municipalities have a critical role in 
ensuring that the upgrading of infrastructure 
will strengthen water provision. For instance, 
in Mbombela, there’s supply and demand, it’s 
because of population growth. Population growth 
affects water supply while the demand remains 
high. There is a need to build infrastructure to 
meet the demand.

“We know that northern Nsikazi does not have 
water infrastructure. There are also challenges 
in Nkomazi, Bushbuckridge and Dr JS Moroka 
Local Municipality. We have extensive projects 
in the pipeline in these areas, particularly in 
Dr JS Moroka because it is a drought-stricken 
municipality. 

“At the moment, residents are getting their 
water through water tankers. The long-term goal 
will be the northern side will have a new pipeline 
coming from Loskop Dam. 

“However, in the last two years, we drilled a 
lot of boreholes, the only challenge is that people 
are vandalising and stealing transformers. We 
will roll out various projects soon and one of 
them will be a three-year project to address water 

issues in Thembisile Hani Municipality,” said 
Ntabeni.

IUCMA’s Dr Jennifer Molantwa pointed 
out that surface and groundwater is accessible. 
Resources and technical expertise are there. 
However, the question is: are municipalities 
ready to explore ground water to addressing 
water provision?

“The water that is available equals to the 
demand. We are water stressed and agriculture, 
domestic and forestry take most water 
allocations. We need to understand there is 
surface water. 

“It is just that groundwater has not yet 
developed in the province. During the apartheid 
era, there was ground water in Bantustans and 
was mostly utilised then. Unfortunately, they did 
not develop technically and scientifically. Some 
were not even educated people on how to use 
groundwater.

“We are now exploring the Water Mix, which 
simply means surface and groundwater. They 
can be accessible like rivers and streams. We can 
treat ground water just like how we are doing 
currently.

JABULANE KHUMALO

GET READY FOR THE PRE-EASTER FESTIVAL

The star-studded line-up of gospel artists drawn from the province, KZN, Gauteng, Kingdom of Eswatini and many other places will converge at the Mbombela Stadium on 
2 April 2022 for what is dubbed: “Pre-Easter Prayer Gospel Festival.” Read more on page 5.

Dr Jennifer Molantwa.CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
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REFLECTING ON THE ROLE OF THE JUDICIARY 
AFTER 25 YEARS OF CONSTITUTIONALISM

#Faceup! #SocialDistance! #Washup!

“A ground water well can be formed 
with various boreholes and pump the 
water reservoirs, treat and circulate. 
Because this province is rural, reticulation 
is difficult because there will be a lot of 
infrastructure wasted because the stands 
are big and scattered. It is better to move 
it to a unit so that people can pipe for 
themselves. There is a time for utilising 
it and a time for it to rest so that the 
borehole and the water can recharge and 
use it again.

“We need that level of educating 
our people. The critical aspect is that 
municipalities, traditional leaders and 
departments need to focus on that Water 
Mix. We don’t want to only talk about the 
river where people are not getting water 
from. There is a need for us to develop 
more infrastructure because it is for us 
to supply Eswatini, Mozambique and 
Lesotho,” said Dr Jennifer. 

On the day, Highveld High School took 
first place for their water project, while 
Sitintile High School and James Khosa 
High came second and third place.

Ground water is a solution 
to adequate water provision

MBOMBELA – Minister of Justice and 
correctional Services, Ronald Lamola 
made critical remarks concerning the 
“Role of the Judiciary after 25 years of 
Constitutionalism” at the University of 
Mpumalanga.

“We know all too well that despite 
the advent of democracy and all its 
progressive results, the evils of racism still 
persist. This problem is not uniquely South 
African, in recent days, we have seen how 
it is seemingly easy for nations in Europe 
to accommodate refugees with blonde 
hair and blue eyes, and yet it seems near 
impossible to accommodate refugees from 
Africa and the Middle East, respectively.  

“International Day for the Elimination 
of Racial Discrimination is followed by 
the Convention on the Suppression and 
Punishment of the Crime of Apartheid. 
The Apartheid Convention was the 
ultimate step in the condemnation of 
apartheid as it not only declared that 
apartheid was unlawful because it violated 
the Charter of the United Nations, but 
in addition, it declared apartheid to be 
criminal.

“Most interestingly, the Apartheid 
Convention was adopted by the General 
Assembly on 30 November 1973, by 91 
votes in favour, four against, the four 
against being Portugal, South Africa, the 
United Kingdom, and the United States. 
There we also 26 abstentions.

“At this current juncture, the Rome 
Statute which creates the International 

Criminal Court, is one of treaties which 
South Africa has ratified which recognises 
the crimes against humanity.  And it is 
precisely in this arena where our Judges 
have reminded us about the Preamble of 
the Constitution which says: ‘[b]uild a 
united and democratic South Africa able to 
take its rightful place as a sovereign state 
in the family of nations’. 

“From being an international pariah, 
South Africa has sought in our democratic 
state, to play a full role as an accepted 
member of the international community. 
Perhaps former Chief Justice Ngcobo put 
it best when he said:

‘Our Constitution reveals a clear 
determination to ensure that the 
Constitution and South African law are 
interpreted to comply with international 
law, in particular international human-
rights law … These provisions of our 
Constitution demonstrate that international 
law has a special place in our law which is 
carefully defined by the Constitution.’

“We cannot take our rightful place as 
a sovereign state in a family of nations 

if we choose to define ourselves outside 
of multilateral institutions when serious 
conflicts arise in the world. 

“To this end, it is encouraging that 
the International Criminal Court has 
active probes of war crimes in Palestine, 
Afghanistan. For a human right-centred 
world to prevail, we need to find lasting 
solutions, through dialogue, not the barrel 
of a gun.

“Let me also add this, it is not judges 
who are required to uphold the rule of 
law and sustain our democracy, it is us 
the citizens and along with those who 
clothe with electoral responsibility. The 
various incidents of racism, lawlessness, 
and attacks on black African nationals and 
sometimes Asian foreign nationals, show 
that as a nation, our humanity is at an all-
time low.  

“Law enforcement must enforce the 
law relating to illegal immigration and 
employment law to prevent society from 
resorting to self-help. Law enforcement 
agencies are equally not trusted as upright 
citizens bemoans of the rule of law in our 

communities.  This is of course because of 
their own doing, small acts of impropriety 
lead to big acts of collusion with criminal 
forces.

“In more ways than one, this young 
democracy is being suffocated by 
corruption. The corrective action does 
not lie in citizens taking the law into their 
hands, or conducing militant operations in 
our communities.  

“The answer lies in citizens confronting 
corruption directly where it arises.  We can 
confront corruption by being intolerant of 
those amongst us who live of bribes, and 
criminality.  Criminality is the absence of 
humanity.  

“It is not only judges who are 
Constitutional beings, but all citizens 
are required to be Constitutional beings. 
Recently, President Ramaphosa in 
accordance with Section 174 (3) of the 
Constitution, exercised his constitutional 
prerogative to appoint the new chief 
justice of the republic.

“It is also true that we need an economy 
that grows at rates which enable the 
employment of people with various skills 
across various sectors.  Equally the lack of 
economic emancipation is also evidenced 
by the World Bank’s report which shows 
that South Africa’s inequality is racial in 
nature.  

“This inevitably shows us that the 
Constitutional demand of equality is a 
foundational value which underpins the 
nation’s constitutional democracy. We 
may have to concede that the legendary 
Rastafarian singer, Peter Tosh was right 
when he said:

“But ain’t gonna be no peace ‘Till men 
get the equal rights, Equal rights and 
justice. We need equal rights.”

“Some of the fruits of the Constitution 
in 25 years are bitter and some of them 
are sweet.  As leaders of society, we 
owe it to citizens and our forebears, 
a long term positive impact towards 
constitutionalism,” said Dr Molantwa.

Director-General for DOJ & CD, Adv Doc Mashabane, Chief Whip in the Provicial 
Legislature, Fidel Mlombo, City of Mbombela executive mayor, Sibongile Makhushe and 
Premier Refilwe Mtshweni-Tsipane.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Adjudicators assessing learners’ projects. Some of the learners from the Nkomazi Circuit.

Learners demonstrate for adjudicators.
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MBOMBELA - It stands to be 
tested and seen whether the 11th 
Chapter of Miss Mpumalanga 
2022 will live up to expectations 
as Venda Queen, Makhadzi will 
be in the house with her fast-
paced dancing that is sure to 
leave many dancers gaping for 
more from where it came from.

This time around, organizers, 
Mzimari Productions and 
their principal sponsors, 
the Mpumalanga Economic 
Regulator (MER), will be 
looking forward to crowning yet 
another incredible queen. 

This time, it will be their 
12th queen to be crowned after 
a successful 11-year stint from 
humble beginnings to one of the 
most classic events in the whole 
province.

The pageant has excelled in its 
choice of queens it has crowned, 
who possess the required 
qualities of a beauty with brains 
and a caring heart because 
eventually, among their key 
duties, the queens work directly 

with the communities around the 
province.

Speaking to one of the 
judges, media personality, 
Tumi Mdluli, said: 

“Each year has its uniqueness 
in terms of beauty, intelligence 
and overall outstanding 
personality of those vying for the 
coveted crown. This year’s lot 
poses a much stiffer competition 
as the girls are young, learned 
and others still studying, but all 
poised to succeed.

“In my opinion, having 
worked with the girls over the 
past few months, is that it’s 
anybody’s crown finally. We’re 
ready as judges to pick the best 
girl suitable for the crown and 
complete the task at hand. May 
the best girl win,” says Tumi.

In its humble beginnings, 
Mzimari Productions crowned 
Mpumi Lephoko in 2011; 
Lungile Libambo in 2012; 
Ntandoyenkosi Kunene in 2013; 
Natasha dos Santos in 2014, 
Zamanene Nene in 2015,elaine 
Mkhabela in 2016, Geraldine 

Williams in 2017, Vanessa 
Hollenbach in 2018; Kebalepile 
Ramafoko in 2019, Nontokozo 
Ngwenya in 2020 and Claude 
Mashego in 2021.

According to CEO of Mzimari 
Productions, Gugu Nyarenda: 

“This year we welcome back 
our big crowds to our event as 
it has proven over the years that 
it contributes a lot to domestic 
tourism as our guests are drawn 
from all corners of the province 
who converge in the City of 
Mbombela for the crowning 
ceremony, thus contributing to 
the local economy.

“The show and after party 
events will be a marvel to attend 
as at the main event we’re having 
Makhadzi topping the list, 
accompanied by local sensation, 
Milly Landaba and the Jaziel 
Brothers. At the after party, with 
only 200 tickets available, local 
artists will be dominant. 

“All you need to do, is buy 
your VIP tickets at Computicket 
for R450 and ordinary tickets for 
R150,” she said.

SUPERSTAR MAKHADZI TO DAZZLE 
AT MISS MPUMALANGA 2022

BONGANI HLATSHWAYO

Former Miss Mpumalanga and Miss South Africa, Ntandoyenkosi 
Kunene.

IN THE HIGH COURT OF SOUTH AFRICA
GAUTENG DIVISION, PRETORIA

      CASE NO: 17795/2020
In the matter between:

THE STANDARD BANK OF SOUTH AFRICA LIMITED                             
(REGISTRATION NUMBER: 1962/000738/06)   PLAINTIFF
and
THABISO EDWIN SELEKA
(IDENTITY NUMBER: 800908 6074 08 8)   DEFENDANT

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR DEFAULT JUDGMENT IN TERMS OF RULE 31(2)(a) AND AN ORDER TO DECLARE 
IMMOVABLE PROPERTY EXECUTABLE IN TERMS OF RULE 46A OF THE UNIFORM RULES OF COURT

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that the Plaintiff herein intends to make application to the above Honourable Court on 4 May 2022 at 
10:00 or as soon thereafter as the matter may be heard for an order in the following terms:

Payment of the amount of R407 742.97;
Interest thereon at the rate of 11.250%, per annum from 17 February 2020 to date of payment as provided for in the Loan 
Agreement, both dates inclusive;
Payment of monthly Insurance Premiums of R144,67 from 17 February 2020 to date of payment, or until the date upon which the 
risk in and to the Mortgaged Property passes completely and vests in a new owner, both dates inclusive;
An Order declaring the following Mortgaged Property specially executable for the amounts in a, b and c:

ERF 10388 COSMO CITY EXTENSION 9 TOWNSHIP
REGISTRATION DIVISION I.Q., GAUTENG PROVINCE
MEAURING 280 (TWO HUNDRED AND EIGHTY) SQUARE METRES
HELD BY DEED OF TRANSFER T7287/2012
SUBJECT TO THE CONDITIONS THEREIN CONTAINED
(Situated in the Magisterial District of Johannesburg North and according to the Local Authority better known as 25 Helsinki 
Crescent, Cosmo City Extension 9, 2188 and hereinafter referred to as “the Mortgaged Property”).
e) That a reserve price be set for the sale of the Mortgaged Property, at a Sale in  Execution, at a value to be   
 determined by the Honourable Court;
f) An Order authorising the issuing of a Warrant of Execution;
g) Costs of suit on the attorney and client scale; and
h) Further and/or alternative relief.
Under the following circumstances:
That the Summons was duly served on the Defendant on 14 March 2020 and 16 March 2020; 
The dies induciae expired on 27 March 2020 and on 30 march 2020; and
The Defendant did not enter an Appearance to Defend.
And take notice that – 
the affidavit of Joyce Mkhulise attached hereto will, together with the annexures thereto, be used in support of the application, and

the Plaintiff appoints the below as the address at which service of the document in this application will be accepted.

The Defendant may oppose the application or make relevant submissions to the Court. The Defendant intending to do so must – 

 set out such opposition or submissions in an affidavit;
serve a copy of the affidavit on the Plaintiff’s Attorneys and file the original with the Registrar of the above Court within 10 days of 
service of this notice of application;
together with service and filing of the affidavit, appoint an address within 15 kilometres of the office of the Registrar of the above 
Court where the documents may be served on the Defendant; and
appear at the above Court on 4 May 2022

The Defendant who opposes the application must in addition in such Defendant affidavit –
admit or deny the allegations made by the Plaintiff; and
state the reasons for opposing the application and set out the grounds upon which the opposition is based.
Failure by the Defendant to do any of the things mentioned in this Notice of Application may result in the Court granting the orders 
prayed for above. 

KAGISO MORAPEDI
ATTORNEY FOR PLAINTIFF 

LGR INCORPORATED
FIRST FLOOR, SILVER WELL RETAIL AND OFFICE PARK 

27 GRAHAM ROAD
SILVER LAKES

PRETORIA
PO BOX 2766

PRETORIA
0001

TEL: (012) 817 4671
FAX: 0866962122

E-MAIL: kmorapedi@lgr.co.za
REF. KM/WE/IB000981

C/O ALANT, GELL & MARTIN INCORPORATED
BLOCK E

GLENFIELD OFFICE PARK
361 OBERON AVENUE

FAERIE GLEN
PRETORIA

POSTNET SUITE 255
PRIVATE BAG X20009

GARSFONTEIN
0042

TEL: (012) 492 5617
FAX: 086 664 1624

Artist,Makhadzi.
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ELUKWATINI - “Wrongturns, 
foreign nationals and other 
criminals within this vicinity, 
your time is over. We have 
declared upon you. Your 
operations will be fizzled out 
in no time, by the time we’re 
finished with you,” declared 
Premier Refilwe Mtshweni-
Tsipane during the “Safety & 
Security Imbizo” held at the 
Elukwatini Stadium on 12 March 
2022.

“This is a small community 
and rural in nature, but we are 
extremely concerned about the 
levels of crime that are happening 
within this community. We’ve 
seen a number of burglaries 
within this community and many 
community members have lost 
their lives as a result of the crime 
situation.

“Women have been raped 
around this area. Basically, the 
statistics of the criminality taking 
place here, we’ve seen such 
a drastic increase in the chief 
Albert Luthuli local municipality. 
It is special to us as it was named 
after one of our struggle icons, 
Chief Albert Luthuli, a Nobel 
Peace Prize recipient for his 
non-violence stance during the 
liberation struggle.

“Our expectation is that the 
community here must emulate 
him and make sure we restore 
peace and stability in this 
municipality. However, the 
opposite is true. Now we’re here 
as government to say enough 

is enough. We ae saying no 
to criminal activities that are 
happening here. In the main, 
what we’ve seen, most of the 
people committing crime here are 
people from other countries.

Unfortunately, we are housing 
them in our backyards and they 
later turn out to be something else 
like breaking into our houses and 
businesses in and around here. 
As a result of that it has seriously 
affected the economic spin-off of 
this area.

“Joblessness, we’ve seen quite 
a drastic rise, almost 90 percent 
of youth in this municipality are 
unemployed. We’ve also seen the 
crime situation mushrooming in 
our schools as well. The calibre 
of weapons we discover during 
random searches at schools, is 
alarming and frightening. 

“We are concerned about that, 
and therefore, we want to say to 
the criminals, their time is over 
and their days are numbered. By 
the time we leave here today, we 
will make sure we pull off all 
stops. Those who are engaged in 
criminal activities, we’ll make 
sure they face the full might of 
the law.

“They will be arrested. All 
the perpetrators of violence and 
crime within this municipality, 
we will make sure we pull all the 
stops and get them arrested. This 
fight against crime is not only 
directed at this municipality, we 
are going to almost every corner 
of our province as we monitor 
crime.

“We were in Emalahleni 

the other day, condemning the 
violence within our schools, and 
therefore, we are saying we want 
to invite our communities and 
our CPFs and councillors, to all 
join hands together and make 
sure that we combat this crime 
that is happening within our 
communities.

“Sekwanele bakithi 
isikhathi sesifikile ukuthi 
sime nngezinyawo sizilwele 
kulobugebengu obenzakalayo. 
Ngokuzilwela, asishe ukuthi 
asithatthe umthetho ezandleni 
zethu. Wonke umuntu akabe 
yiphoyisa and be responsible 
citizens by reporting crime.

“In that way, we’ll be able 
to fight crime head-on. These 
criminals live among us, we 
know them, they are our children, 
relatives and parents. We’re not 
being harassed by unknown 
people, but we definitely know 
them.

“We appeal to our communities 
to hold each others’ hands and 
fight this crime together,” she 
appealed.

Police Commissioner, Lt 
General Semakaleng Manamela 
said: “At the moment we are 
realising some decrease in some 
of the crimes, although rape and 
murder are on the increase. That’s 
our biggest challenge. We are 
appealing to the communities to 
come out and assist us.

“We are dealing with various 
crimes from the taverns mostly. 
In regard to the late Beauty 
Marivate’s murder, we last 
reported that nine had been 

arrested, three were granted bail 
and four are still remanded in 
custody. The case is very strong 
and we are hoping to see success 
in this case,” she stated. 

 MEC for Community Safety, 
Security and Liaison, Vusi 
Shongwe said: “We are following 
up on our previous visits to 
Dlomodlomo high school where 
the notorious gangsters, the 
Wrongturns have caused havoc 
at schools and all over the 
community.

“We also the robbery of 
pension money in this area. 
We were here with the Police 
Minister General Bheki Cele, 
National Commissioner General 
Khehla Sithole, including the 
provincial commissioner, Lt 
general Semakaleng Manamela to 
deal with the crime in this area.

“We regard this area as a hot-
spot for crime and indeed, we’re 
going to deal with it. This time 
around, we were interacting with 
the community, hence today, the 
premier has joined our forces and 
leads from the front to fight this 
crime, head-on,” said Shongwe.

POSITIVES FROM THE IMBIZO 
PROVINCIAL COMMISSIONER:

Tjakastad will soon have a fully-
fledged police station;
Feni will also a police station built 
there;
Two vehicles have been added 
to the fleet at Elukwatini Police 
Station;
Community urged to refrain 
as girlfriends to misuse police 

vehicles to buy groceries;
Police reservists will be employed 
and there will be an intake of 
more reservists within the Chief 
Albert Luthuli Local Municipality.

PREMIER:

People should stop living in fear 
and need to unite against crime;
Will leave no stone unturned in 
getting rid of crime and drugs in 
society;
Agree unemployment leads to 
crime, hence some youth will be 
incorporated in a farming project;
Youth urged to apply for 
business opportunities from the 
Youth development Fund in the 
Premier’s Office.

PREMIER DECLARES WAR ON CRIMINALS IN EUKWATINI
BONGANI HLATSHWAYO

Community members voicing out their concerns at the imbizo.

Community Safety MEC Vusi 
Shongwe.

Leadership with members of the CPF with their new reflector jackets.

GSDM mayor cllr Walter Mngomezulu Chief Albert Luthuli Dan Nkosi Premier Refilwe Mtshweni-
Tsipane and MEC Vusi Shongwe.

Members of the Community Policing Forum (CPF) in their new uniform, reflector jackets. Community members in attendance.
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MBOMBELA – For time immemorial, 
Easter holidays have been gospel-
worship domestic tourism at its best 
for decades, but it’s not been formerly 
acknowledged as such, but through Big 
Fish entertainment, it’s become a reality 
officially.

With his much acclaimed # 
VAKASHAMPUMALANGA AND # 
EXPLOREMPUMALANGA festival, 
taking place at the Mbombela Stadium 
on 2 April 2022, Sipho Makhabane 
has taken gospel music entertainment 
to another level as he’s partnered with 
the Mpumalanga Tourism and Parks 
Agency (MTPA) and Myboet’s Transport, 
to present a splendid gospel music 
festival, which has free transportation 
from Promenade Centre in the City of 
Mbombela, that will ferry revellers to the 
stadium and back.

Big Fish said: “This showcase of South 
Africa’s most talented gospel musicians, 
including from the Kingdom of Eswatini, 
will afford revellers the opportunity to 
book into their respective accommodation, 
leave their vehicles safely and board 
Myboet’s Transport to the venue, giving 
them a peace of mind to enjoy the show.

“As stated, it’s a Pre-Easter Prayer 
Gospel Festival, whereby, one of the best 
expectations from the host of award-
winning artists in the super line-up, is an 
offering of their best renditions and prayer 
for the forthcoming Easter holidays in a 
week’s time – that’s the essence of the 
show to combine gospel excellence on 
one stage and preparing for the Easter 
holidays, which is a long weekend of 
worship in their respective places.

“The star-studded line-up consists 
of the likes of Joyous Celebrations’ 
Jabu Hlongwane, Mpumalanga 
Praise, Eswatini’s Ncandweni 
Christ Ambassadors, Jumbo, Donny 
Ngwenyama, Shongwe & Khuphuka, 
Takie Ndou, Sbu Noah, Thobekile, 
Ayanda Shange, Pastor Ncanda, Omega 
Khundu, Muzi B, Takesure, Ndudzo 
Matse, Thokozane Khoza, Qiniso 
Mabaso, Madoda Dee, Phindile Phoky, 
Steve Ngobeni, Pretty Mhlongo, Mxolisi 
Mbethe, Indumiso Gospel Group, Ernest 
Nkabinde, Sylvester and Abel M (M 
Zion).

“It kicks off at 19.00 to 06.00. 
Admission fee is not exorbitant at R120 
and VIP at a nominal R250 through 
Computicket/Shoprite. Buy your tickets 
early as you can’t be left out of this 
historic classic gospel event. Come one, 
come all,” said Big Fish.

MAKE A DATE WITH PRE-EASTER 
PRAYER GOSPEL FESTIVAL
Gospel affair to promote tourism

BONGANI HLATSHWAYO

#Faceup! #SocialDistance! #Washup!

Mpumalanga’s Praise.

Takie Ndou.

Jumbo.

Ayanda Shange. 
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KABOKWENI - The Public Protector 
and her deputy visited the province as part 
of their Stakeholder Roadshow on March 
14 and uncovered water backlogs in this 
community.

Advocate Busisiwe Mkhebwane 
and Kholeka Gcaleka visited various 
households together with City of 
Mbombela executive mayor, Cllr 
Sibongile Makhushe. 

This was after the Public Protector’s 
office received complaints from the 
community regarding the poor state 
of roads, lack of infrastructure and 
inadequate water supply. One of the 
community members, Justice Mbuyane, 
pointed out a sewage drain that has been 
blocked for over six months. It had to be 
covered by a heap of grass to suppress the 
stench.

“We asked a few boys around to come 
and cover this problematic drain. We have 
gotten used to it and poses as a health 
hazard. I went to report the issue to the 
municipality several times, but nothing 

was done. 
“I have never even received a reference 

number. However, municipal workers 
came after some time and said they could 
not fix the problem. They said they need 
more equipment to unblock the pipe,” said 
Mbuyane.

“We need a permanent solution because 
the drain keeps blocking repeatedly. It will 
be unblocked because it poses as a health 
hazard and there is a stench. However, in 
the long run, the municipality must make 
interventions for a long-term solution,” 
said Adv Mkhwebane.

The mayor also sighted that the 
municipality is working on the Karino 
Bulk Water Supply as a long-term solution 
for water provision.

“The problem also lies with those who 
are in the water selling business. These 
people that own water tankers are the ones 
that tamper with the infrastructure in order 
for their business not to be affected. 

“I have emphasised to municipal 
officials to report anyone involved in 
corruption because these people must 
face the consequences. We are now living 

in a society where we ‘allege’ without 
people coming forward. As much as 
we are trying to resolve the matter, the 
community needs to work together with 
the municipality,” she stated.

She continued: “We want to improve 
service delivery, but our revenue 
collection amounts to 30%. We are a 
rural municipality and 70% of our 
households do not pay for 
services, which hinders fast-
tracking service delivery. 

“I was in a community 
meeting yesterday and 
I told the residents that 
we should have a basic 
service fee at some point. 
Even that mere R100 
will make a difference and 
we are going to push until 
treasury approves it,” said 
Makhushe.

Adv Mkhwebane and Adv 
Gcaleka earlier engaged the 
Premier Refilwe Mtshweni-
Tsipane. 

The Speaker of the Legislature 

Makhosazane Masilela, Members of the 
Executive Council and senior government 
officials were present. Adv Mkhwebane 
brought attention to Mtsweni-Tsipane 
about  
10 investigation reports that were 
flatly ignored. These included irregular 
appointment of staff, irregular awarding 

of tenders and failure to allocate RDP 
houses.

The Public Protector 
South Africa is currently 
carrying out 103 separate 
investigations into the 
provincial administration 
and municipalities. 
These include undue 

delays in the processing of 
applications for RDP houses, 

Unemployment Insurance 
Fund benefits, delays in the 
finalisation of land restitution 
claims, irregular billing for 
municipal services and the 
inaccurate capturing of service 

records of civil servants, which affect the 
payment of pension benefits.

PUBLIC PROTECTOR IS TACKLING 
WATER ISSUES IN OUR COMMUNITIES

JABULANE KHUMALO

Public Protector with City of Mbombela executive mayor, Sibongile 
Makhushe.Public Protector Adv Busisiwe Mkhwebane.Community member, Justice Mbuyane.

The heap of grass 
covering the drain. 

This water awareness month, CCBSA 
can celebrate significant progress in 
meeting their sustainability goals in 
relation to water savings and helping 
South African communities to become 
more water resilient.

WHAT ARE THE CAUSES OF WATER 
SCARCITY?

It is apparent that observed water scarcity 
is to a large extent attributable to physical 
causes. These are exacerbated by the impact 
of global climate change, climate variability 
and increasing demand on available water 
resources.

It is predicted that the country’s water 
demand will surpass supply by 2030.

Coca-Cola Beverages South Africa 
(CCBSA) has long recognised its moral and 
commercial responsibility to use water wisely 
in its manufacturing processes, and also to play 
a significant role in helping to improve South 
Africa’s water security.

The Coca-Cola Water Stewardship Strategy 
2030 is based on the reasoning that water 
is an important “capital” for the company, 
as it is the main ingredient in its beverages. 
“Contrary to what some believe, South Africa 
is water-scarce, and our country is prone to 
droughts. Scientists say climate change is 
expected to make this worse. While we are 
lucky to have access to clean running water, 
for many communities, accessing water for 
daily use remains an ongoing struggle,” said 
Nozicelo Ngcobo, CCBSA’s Public Affairs, 
Communication and Sustainability Director.

Globally, the business has adopted a three-
pronged strategy to water which is focused on 
regenerative operations, healthy watersheds, 

and resilient communities.
“Regenerative operations are intended 

to reduce local shared water challenges 
by complying with Coca-Cola’s water 
stewardship requirements to prevent water 
wastage, reduce the amount of water being 
used and safely discharge water, as well as 
achieve regenerative water use by reducing, 
reusing, recycling, and replenishing within our 
operations. Our strategy said Ngcobo.

Ngcobo further explained that healthy 
watersheds are about rehabilitation, restoration 
and protection of the country’s watersheds 
and catchments. Watershed restoration and 

protection is aimed at addressing long term, 
sustainable and cost-effective water security 
through nature-based solutions such as clearing 
of alien invasive species, while enhanced 
community water resilience is focused on 
provision of clean access to water, sanitation 
and hygiene facilities empowering women 
and girls, who are the most vulnerable in most 
communities in which CCBSA operates. This 
pillar also focuses on assisting communities to 
adapt to impacts of climate change.

“Our Water Stewardship Strategy should be 
seen within the context of the United Nations’ 
Sustainability Development Goal 6 and the 
National Development Plan, both of which 
advocate for universal and equitable access to 
affordable drinking water for all, by 2030.”

“It is our view that water stewardship is 
not just about helping the world, but it is also 
about making the business stronger and more 
resilient. By implementing water sustainability 
practices, we reduce costs, protect ourselves 
from operational disruptions resulting from 
insufficient water supplies, and maintain and 
strengthen our license to operate, amongst 
many other benefits”, Ngcobo added.

CCBSA’s efforts in support of the Water 
Stewardship Strategy in South Africa show 
how a global strategy can be turned into 
concrete local projects.

One example is Coke Ville, a project 
bringing solar-powered groundwater 
harvesting and treatment for communities 
experiencing water insecurity. Launched in 
2020, the project has expanded to a total of 
nine sites in Limpopo, Eastern Cape, Gauteng 
and KwaZulu-Natal. Each project is designed 
to provide these communities with 10-20 
million litres of water annually.

By the end of 2021, Coke Ville was 
generating more than 130 million litres of 
water to the benefit of more than 15 000 
households.

Another key initiative is a partnership 
with the municipality of Grabouw to build 
skills and support the rehabilitation of water 
infrastructure through Project Lungisa. South 
African municipalities lose a huge amount 
of water through leaks, and Grabouw was 
no exception—around 60% of its potable 
water was lost. Project Lungisa is transferring 
technical skills to local youth while providing 
the community with better hygiene and 
sanitation. It is also generating awareness of 
the need to conserve water.

In similar vein, CCBSA partnered with Gift 
of the Givers to purchase a 34 500-litre water 
tanker to assist in the distribution of water in 
drought-stricken Makhanda (Grahamstown). 
CCBSA will underwrite the running of the 
tanker for four years and is set to acquire 
another for Polokwane which has its own water 
crisis.

An important project is the protection and 
rehabilitation of watersheds. In 2021, these 
projects removed more than 3 000 hectares 
of invasive plants and replenished water 
stocks with 560 million litres that would have 
otherwise been consumed by these thirsty 
plants.

Building water resilience for a water-scarce 
country is all about turning strategies into 
concrete results. CCBSA’s Water Stewardship 
Strategy 2030 continues to demonstrate 
just how that can be done and what kind of 
practical difference it can make both in how 
the company operates and in the life of the 
communities it serves.

Water scarcity in communities taken seriously

Nozicelo Ngcobo, Director for Public 
Affairs, Communication & Sustainability 
(PACS) at CCBSA.
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LYDENBURG - The Ehlanzeni TVET 
College Mashishing Campus now has the 
capacity to increase its intake of students. 

This is following a donation of eight 
classrooms built by mining company, 
Glencore Smelter recently. 

Previously, the college could only 
enrol 540 students and with the 
construction of the classrooms, almost 1 
000 students will now be accommodated. 

Campus Manager, Bongani Kwayiyo 
said this will also help address the  
issue of overcrowding and introducing 

other courses. 
“Our priority is to promote access and 

to achieve that, proper infrastructure 
is needed. With this development, we 
have managed to increase our intake and 
currently 904 students are enrolled,”  
he said. 

First year Office Administration 
student, Phetolo Maphori expressed 
gratitude to Glencore as he shared 
how other students’ applications were 
declined. 

He said some had to apply in other 
towns, far away from home. 

The initiative started in 2019 when 

Glencore converted the old dilapidated 
buildings that previously belonged to the 
Department of Public Works, Roads and 
Transport into a college. 

Glencore’s Chief Corporate Investment 
Officer, Conroy Van Der Westhuizen 
revealed that R12 million was spent on 
the project.

“Initially, R7 million was invested  
for the first phase and an additional  
R5 million was spent. 

“This was done in a phased approach 
to ensure that local students have access 
to this fully-fledged college that was 
established from nothing,” he stated.

EHLANZENI TVET COLLEGE IN 
MASHISHING INCREASES CAPACITY

YOLISWA KHUMALO

Stakeholders cut the ribbon to officially open the new classrooms.

Glencore’s Conroy Van Der Westhuizen. 
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Duration of the internship 2022/23-2023/2024

The Department of Culture, Sport and Recreation invites unemployed 
graduates to apply for the internship programme to gain practical experience 
in the following fields of study.

 

   

REQUIREMENTS

• Be 18-35 years of age.
• Diploma or Degree in one of the aforementioned fields of 
       study.
• Be a permanent resident of Mpumalanga Province.

• Proof of residence (Confirmation from local municipality or traditional 
council).

• From disadvantaged communities and designated groups (women, youth 
and persons with disabilities).

• Have not participated in any Government internship Programme.

Applications should be submitted on the NEW Z83 form obtainable from any Public 
Service and should be accompanied by certified copies of qualifications; proof of 
residence, ID Documents and a comprehensive CV, No Fascimile applications will be 
accepted. All appointments will be subjected to a personnel suitability check process 
(criminal record, qualification verification, citizenship and employment reference

Please forward your application, quoting the relevant reference number to: The 
Manager: Human Practices and Administration for attention: Ms. PBA Masilela. 
P.O BOX 1243 Mbombela 1200 or Hand Deliver to the following addresses.

Hand deliver to the following addresses

 HEAD OFFICE                                                    NKANGALA REGION

Building 9
Main Entrance
Visitors’ Centre
Riverside Government Complex
Mbombela 1200

The Mpumalanga Provincial Government is an equal opportunity employer. It 
is our intention to promote equal representation in respect of race, gender and 
disability.

ENQUIRIES: Mr. NSC Nkosi (013-766-5090) and 
Mr. T Khoza (013-766-5546).

OAKLEY – Kgoshi Lameck Mathupa 
Mokoena, President of Contralesa has 
reacted on the current public hearings on 
the electoral Amendment B.

He said: “CONTRALESA notes the 
ongoing process of Public Hearings 
conducted by the Portfolio Committee of 
the National Assembly on Home Affairs 
regarding the Electoral Amendment Bill in 
line with the Order of the Constitutional 
Court as well as Section 59(1)(a) of the 
Constitution of the Republic of South 
Africa.

“CONTRALESA notes further the 
tagging of the Bill as a Section 76 
Bill which would require the National 
Assembly to refer the Bill to the NCOP 
for Provincial mandates and further Public 
Hearings in line with section 72(1)(a) of 
the Constitution.

“This is a very important legislative 
instrument that requires the involvement 
of every citizen of our country and as 
Traditional Leaders, we want to encourage 
our people to participate in their numbers.

“The experience of our communities, 
especially in rural areas including urban 
centers is in most cases characterized by a 
disconnect between those who have been 
elected as Public Representatives and their 
Constituencies. 

“This Bill thus will now afford an 
opportunity for our people to elect leaders 
of their choice directly accountable to 
them while also allowing Political Parties 
to be represented in our Legislative bodies, 

Provincially and Nationally.
“Through this Bill, we see both 

Representative and Participatory 
Democracy at play in giving expression 
to a long outstanding tenet of our 
Constitutional order. 

“It is, therefore, surprising and 
astonishing to realize that the legal 
advisors of Parliament could not see 
the necessity of referring this Bill to the 
National House of Traditional Leaders 

on a matter that substantially and 
materially affects communities over whom 
Traditional Leaders exercise jurisdiction.

“This is a fatal error and a narrow 
understanding of the role and function of 
the institution of Traditional Leadership. 
We call upon the Speaker of the National 
Assembly to refer this Bill to the National 
House of Traditional and Khoi-San 
Leadership for its consideration in line 
with the provisions of section 39 of the 

Traditional and Khoi-San Leadership Act 
read together with provisions of section 25 
of the same Act.

“Reducing Traditional Leadership 
into mere pawns of customary law and 
customs, is not only an insult to the 
intrinsic functional aura of our institution 
and our people, but to the very foundations 
of our Constitutional Democracy. It is 
unacceptable and must be condemned in 
the strongest terms,” he ended.

MOKOENA BECKONS PARLIAMENT NOT TO 
UNDERMINE AUTHORITY OF TRADITIONAL LEADERS

President of CONTRALESA Kgoshi Lameck Mathupa Mokoena.

RE-ADVERTISEMENT: GRADUATE INTERNSHIP PROGRAMME

SECTION AND STATION  FIELDS OF STUDY  REFERENCE  STIPEND 

Communication:  National Diploma  Ref No : DCSR/25/2022 R 6 083.75 P.M
Publication & Production   in Graphic Design.
1x Head office   

Archives    National Diploma in  Ref No : DCSR/26/2022 R 6 083.75 P.M
1 x Head Office  Archives and Records 
   Management.  
 
Oral History:   National Diploma/Degree  Ref No : DCSR/27/2022 R 6 083.75 P.M
1 X Head Office  in Indigenous Knowledge 
   Systems (IKS), 
   Anthropology & history. 
 
Arts and Culture   National Diploma or  Ref No : DSCR/28/2022  R 6 083.75 P.M
1 x Nkangala Region  Degree in Visual Arts/ 
   fine arts/performing arts.  
  
Office of the HOD   National Diploma/Degree  Ref No : DCSR/29/2022 R 6 083.75 P.M
1 X Head Office  in Public Management/ 
   Office Management/ 
   Management Assistant.

Solomon Mahlangu Drive
Building 2
KwaMhlanga 
Government Complex

CLOSING DATE: 11 APRIL 2022
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SECURITY TO BE BEEFED UP FOR SENIOR CITIZENS
MEC Speedy Mashilo, Premier Refilwe Mtshweni-Tsipane, MEC Thandi Shongwe and MEC Vusi Shongwe at Dr Esther 
Mahlangu’s homestead.

Premier’s entourage at the King Maishe Ka Mabhoko residence.

SIYABUSWA - Investigations are at 
an advanced stage in an endeavour to 
apprehend the perpetrator/perpetrators 
who attacked, assaulted and robbed 
international icon, Dr Esther Mahlangu last 
Saturday at her home.

Her personal pistol and money was also 
stolen from her.

Premier Refilwe Mtshweni-Tsipane, 
accompanied by MEC for Community 
Safety, Security and Liaison, Vusi 
Shongwe, MEC for Culture, Sports and 
Recreation, Thandi Shongwe, MEC for 
Human Settlements, 
Speedy Mashilo, paid a 
courtesy call to the Royal 
Kraal of King Maishe 
Mabhoko where they 
formerly reported that 
they’d come to visit Dr 
Mahlangu.

It transpired whilst at 
the Royal homestead that a representative 
informed them that had the recently 
launched Traditional Policing…, could 
have assisted in safeguarding the likes 
of Dr Mahlangu had been correctly 
introduced in their area.

The King Maishe Mabhoko 
representative further disclosed that the 
Royal House was never invited to the 
launch by Minister of Police, General 
Bheki Cele in Oakley, Bushbuckridge.

“If the traditional policing was handled 
in the right manner, maybe the incident of 
Dr Mahlangu wouldn’t have occurred,” 
said the representative who also called out 
to the provincial government to ensure that 
each time they bring forth services to their 

areas, it’s vital that they are informed as 
the traditional authority.

However, they rejoiced at the gesture 
of visiting her, “but we call upon the 
government to mount security around Dr 
Esther Mahlangu because she’s an assert.

“More than 10 years ago, security was 
withdrawn from us and her security, We 
appeal for her security and it’s a disgrace 
that we don’t care about our icons. We 
need to organize a gathering to celebrate 
our heroes and heroines,” they stated.

However, Mtshweni-Tsipaneafter 
emerging from a meeting with Dr 
Mahlangu at her homestead, said: “As a 

provincial government, 
acting in unison with 
the chieftainship and the 
local community, we are 
going to beef up security 
at Dr Esther Mahlangu’s 
in a manner that will be 
decided by the relevant 
committee.

“It will not only benefit her, but the 
entire community to ensure safety for 
our senior citizens and other vulnerable 
communities,” she stated.

Questioned about the state of the 
investigation of the case and when likely 
would the perpetrator or more would be 
apprehended, she said: “The investigation 
has been intensified, whereby, a lot 
of people have been questioned and 
surveillance on the ground is at its highest 
intensity. Anybody is a suspect at this stage 
until the police are certain of the suspect or 
suspects, then they will effect an arrest.

“I must say that from the police report I 
received, I’m satisfied at this stage of the 
investigation. We need to protect our icons 

such as Dr Esther Mahlangu. She’s a world 
renowned asset, as well as a respected 
senior citizen. She and other senior citizens 
should be treasured by society as a whole,” 
she said.

Shongwe, who was on standby, said: 
“Our Joint Management Forum (JMF) will 
devise a security plan to ensure safety for 
such personalities within our community. 

It was an unfortunate incident to have 
occurred, but we’re handling it very well. 
An arrest is imminent,” he said assuredly.

The day was winded up by a courtesy 
visit to the late Deputy Speaker in the 
Legislature, JJ Skosana whose family is 
also reportedly being harassed by criminals 
demanding money from the family.

BONGANI HLATSHWAYO

Premier Refilwe Mtshweni-Tsipane praying with Dr Esther 
Mahlangu Esther.

WE APPEAL FOR HER 
SECURITY AND IT’S A 

DISGRACE THAT WE DON’T 
CARE ABOUT OUR ICONS
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MBOMBELA – To be precise, 
Mpumalanga is the number three leading 
food producer in South Africa, and 
Ehlanzeni District is leading within the 
province.

What also transpired is that there are 
more female farmers than their male 
counterparts. What was also more 
inspiring, is that it has emerged that the 
18-35 year-old group features prominently 
among active farmers in the province.

This transpired when the Department of 
Agriculture, Rural Development, Land and 
Environmental Affairs (DARDLEA), in 
conjunction with the National Department 
of Agriculture and Forestry, officially 
launched the Producer Farmer Register 
(PFR) on Friday 18 March 2022.

It also came to the fore that most 
black farmers obtained their land from 
Trust Land under traditional leaders in 
the province, which also rate among the 
leading food producers in Mpumalanga. 
DARDLEA’s extension 
officers sprawled 
around the three District 
Municipalities, whereby, 
they get to assist them 
with training, technical 
and marketing needs in 
their operations.

According to Sigqibo 
Mfuyiwa, the National Co-ordinator: 
“This is the first of its kind that we, as a 
department, have been able to compile a 
register of all farmers across the spectrum 
in the country. We’ve been able to sub-
divide them into their respective categories 
from commercial to smallholder farmers 
and subsistence farmers, too.

“The PFR not only consists of the name 
of the farming component, but a complete 
profile that consists of the products 
farmed there, markets supplied, contact 
information, and more importantly, all this 
information is available on our national 
website for all nine provinces.

“This affords farming components to 
access all information they require for 
their operations and most importantly, to 
be accessed by relevant personnel and 
buyers from all over the world, in order to 
enhance their businesses,” he stated.

Acting MEC for DARDLEA, Busisiwe 
Shiba was officially presented with the 
PFR package, together the Provincial 
Chairperson of the House of Traditional 

Leaders, Inkosi Sandile Ngomane, 
Inkosi Sive Khumalo from the Gutshwa 
Traditional Authority and leading 
dignitaries who were in attendance.

During her keynote address, Shiba said: 
“This is the most important gathering of 
our sector and economy. This sector takes 
care of our daily bread and provides food 
security to the nation. Our province is 
predominantly rural and a majority of its 
inhabitants draws its livelihood in farming.

“It’s, therefore, important that their 
clientele information is well known for 
planning purposes. Knowing our clients 
will make it much easier to access them. 
This a tool that we believe will sort some 
of the challenges we face when we provide 
different farmers support. It will resolve 
the backlogs in distribution of services and 
many more.

“We are very excited about this 
development, hence we wanted to be the 
first province to launch this book, but 
happened to be the second. This was the 
dream of our Chief Director, Dr Dagada, 

unfortunately one day his 
dream will be realized 
when we become number 
one in our farming 
endeavours.

“We also believe 
that this register is not 
engraved on stone, rather 
it is a living document 

that should be updated regularly since 
there’s always dynamic development into 
the sector. However, at this stage, I’m 
happy that we are not going to plan like 
hunters in the dark who do not know what 
they are targeting. For our planning, we 
shall always know what targets we want to 
reach, what resources we have to distribute 
and the time-frames.

“I noticed that women were in the 
majority in terms of statistics, the 
percentages are high. It also goes for the 
employment statistics in our department, 
women are in the majority. We have a 
majority women in senior management 
level.

“It is also quite an achievement that 
we’re placed at 52percent on gender, 
which has to be closely monitored. We 
play a significant role in contributing 
immensely to economic development and 
we’re in line with National Development 
Plan in reducing poverty by 2030.

“According to Stats SA, on general 
survey on household, only 14.8 percent 

participated and 50.6 percent cultivated 
grain production, 53 percent grew fruit and 
vegetables. Livestock were produced by 
48.7 percent of the country’s household. 
56 percent produced poultry and a 
majority reported receiving government 
support for their projects.

“As Mpumalanga Province, we shall 
encourage our farmers and marketers to 
use this register. We’re saying this because 
receiving it today, you are going to utilisie 
it without it gathering dust. As we’ve 
already streamlined our agricultural plan 
in line with the Agro-processing master 
plan and the Mpumalanga Recovery and 
Reconstruction Plan, the register will now 
assist to know that we have farmers along 
the corridors to advance.

“The direction that we’re destined 
to follow, was clearly outlined by the 
premier in her State Of the Province 
Address. On behalf of the province, I’d 
like to thank the honourable Minister, 
Thoko Didiza for reaching this milestone 
as we’ve invited here today, organised 
agriculture commodity associations and 
other key farmers to witness this historic 
presentation. 

“It is important for our stakeholders 
to understand we have a register that 
will guide our intervention and resource 
allocation. That will guide us for there 
are others who have already benefitted 
previously from other government 
programmes. As already stated, calculating 
backlogs will be much easier as a  
point of reference. I wish our sector,”  

she concluded.
Meanwhile, the Minister of Agriculture, 

Land Reform and Rural Development 
Thoko Didiza says South Africans don’t 
need to panic about any impending food 
shortages in the wake of Russia’s invasion 
of Ukraine.

This follows reports of panic buying 
caused by fears of food shortages in 
South Africa in recent weeks, due to the 
conflict which brought global economic 
uncertainty.

She has met with stakeholders in 
the food and agricultural industry and 
farmers associations. They discussed the 
availability of food safety as part of the 
Inter-Ministerial Task Team’s assessment 
of the Ukraine conflict to the local 
economy. Didiza has stressed that there’s 
no need for panic buying.

“As a result of global uncertainties, 
there’s a little bit of price hike on food and 
there was a panic on some of our citizens 
that there might be having a scarcity in 
food types. So we want to assure our 
citizens that there is enough at the moment 
that we have as a country, particularly 
on those staples such as grain, white and 
yellow maize.

“So I thought it’s important to assure 
our citizens that we do have enough and 
therefore there’s no need for panic buying. 
There’s very little that we import from 
Ukraine and Russia in terms of oil. So 
from where we seat, we don’t have any 
anxiety or sense that we need to panic,” 
says Didiza.

MPUMALANGA IS ONE OF LEADING 
PROVINCES IN FOOD PRODUCTION

BONGANI HLATSHWAYO

Presentation of the Producer Farmer Registration book to MEC Busisiwe Shiba and Provincial Chairperson of the Mpumalanga house of Traditional leaders, Onkosi Sandile Ngomane  
by Sigqibo Mfuywa.

Stakeholders at the launch.

THE DIRECTION THAT WE’RE 
DESTINED TO FOLLOW, WAS 
CLEARLY OUTLINED BY THE 

PREMIER IN HER STATE OF THE 
PROVINCE ADDRESS
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Sports spectators can brace themselves 
to return to the good old days to watch their 
favourite sports live.

The Department of Co-operative 
Governance and Traditional Affairs has 
gazetted new Covid-19 regulations for 
outdoor and sporting activities among others.

Spectators will need to be fully vaccinated 
and in possession of a valid vaccination 
certificate or unvaccinated but in possession 
of a valid certificate of a negative COVID-19 
test This comes after President Cyril 
Ramaphosa’s announcement.

The president said this good news for 
sport organisations who have pleaded with 
government to ease restrictions for spectators 
at sports fields.

“This means that if we are vaccinated or 
have recently tested negative, we will be 
able to return to watching sports in stadiums 
and attending music concerts, theatre 
performances, conferences and other events,” 
said Ramaphosa.

The test must be recognised by the World 
Health Organisation, and obtained not more 
than 72 hours before the date of the gathering. 
50% of the capacity of the venue will be 
permitted provided.

Mbombela Stadium’s Mthuthuzeli Qamba, 

said they look forward to increase the number 
of spectators. “We had already started with 
2000 vaccinated spectators for rugby matches. 
There was not even a need to demarcate for 
social distancing purposes. Our stadium has 
22000 seats versus 2000 spectators.

“Automatically there is social distancing. 
Meanwhile, the Premier Soccer League has a 
bio-bubble we are waiting for them to share 
their plans. We will then infuse ours with 
them. We will then plan how we go about 
football matches,” said Qamba.

The Blue Bulls said it was time to back their 
boys at their home ground, Loftus Versfeld, 
and will open up to 50% capacity. Meanwhile, 
Cricket South Africa CEO Pholetsi Moseki 
said he was thrilled as domestic cricket is in 
full swing while Bangladesh is currently on an 
inbound ODI and Test series tour.

“Our fans have been awaiting this moment 
for a long time, so they could attend stadiums 
and become part of the spectacle that live 
cricket offers. We also thank our sponsors for 
their understanding and invite them to attend 
to our rallying call to Be Part Of It, as we 
together gear up to bring sports entertainment 
to our valued fans.

“As we go out to stadiums, let us do so 
recognising that Covid-19 is still with us. Let 
us vaccinate and unite in observing Covid-19 
protocols,” he said.

RELIEF AS FANS RETURN TO STADIUMS
JABULANE KHUMALO


