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ALL ROADS LEAD 
TO NKANGALA

MBOMBELA – It’s all systems go for the 
much-awaited ANC Provincial conference 
which was last held in 2015 in the province.

Hurdles that were preventing the holding 
of the conference, have been partly tackled, 
moreso, with the convergence of President 
Cyril Ramaphosa who presided over 
an open dialogue with branches of the 
organisation from Ehlanzeni region who 
are purportedly the ones with overriding 
problems and concerns, which needed to 
be promptly addressed.

On Monday Ramaphosa arrived to 
a capacity filled Church On The Hill 
(COTH), with no flaring tempers, but 
deliberations went on for more than five 
hours. In the midst of that long wait, he 
emerged from the meeting an exhausted 
person as he addressed the media thus:

“It seems the ANC in Mpumalanga is 
ready to hold its provincial conference 
soon,” he curtly remarked. 

He mentioned that despite disputes within 
the branches. “Well, the branches, all gathered 

here, there was a display of unity of purpose in 
the meeting.”
He described it as a successful one, comparing 

it to a cleansing process through which branches 
are strengthened. 

“They actually wanted a date from me, and 
I told them I am not the Secretary General of 
the ANC, and the date is set by the Secretary 
General’s Office. They definitely will get a date 
soon. 

“They seem very, very ready and keen to go to 
conference, which we are grateful for, because 
they’ve done all the preparatory work at branch 
level, which is good, and they do qualify to go to 

conference. 
“I raised with them the issue 
of unity, because there has 

been quite a bit of disunity 
amongst them. There’s 

broad agreement that the 
conference should be held 
as soon as possible,” said 
Ramaphosa.

One of the issues 
discussed was the 
province’s electoral 
performance. He said 
as much as they did 
not decline like 
other provinces, an 
assessment needs 
to be done.  At 
sub- regional 
level, branches 
have been given 
tasks to go down 
to ward level 
to do their own 
assessments.

“I’m happy with 
the meeting and I 

believe each branch leader who was here, will go 
home reinvigorated and determined to go and  
do better for the African National Congress,”  
he said.

Meanwhile, PTT Co-ordinator, Lindiwe 
Ntshalintshali said: “We’re one of three hot-spotted 
provinces which experienced violence during their 
BGM meetings. It’s the Eastern Cape, KwaZulu-
Natal and ourselves, who were earmarked to be 
visited by the president, hence he’s here today.

“He’s here to talk to our structures because if 
we have violent meetings, do you think we have 
leadership? Do you think the processes are safe? 
Remember the ANC is an organisation that can be 
litigated against, like the Manzini case in which it 
is sued because he died as a result of violence in a 
branch meeting.

“These violent incidents are more prone 
in Nkomazi and Mbombela. Before we go to 
conference, the president said let’s get together 
and deal with the issues at hand and how we 
need to behave as members as you join the ANC 
voluntarily.

“If you want to be elected a leader, why should 
you shoot or stab somebody? Why should you buy 
booze for others to attack innocent members? The 
ANC says everyone has a right to be elected. They 
have a right to nominate or be nominated for any 
position.

“Another pressing matter that brought the 
president here, is the decline of our election 
percentages. All of us here, know that our internal 
fights, lack of service delivery and focussing on 
each other than focussing on governance where 
they are deployed.

“It has a negative effect from the outcome of 
the elections. We’re here to analyse and look into 
ways how we resolve it and reminding branches 
that if you’re elected as a branch executive, you 
must clearly know your role and what you’re 
expected to do. You must know why councillors 
must account to structures of the ANC. Why it’s 
important for communities to pay for services so 
that in turn, services can be delivered – they need 
to be educated and enlightened by councillors.

“You cannot lead and not deal with the day 
to day issues that are affecting our people. The 
president will deal with these foreign tendencies of 
beating and killing each other. In our sub-region, 
some members have been expelled, we have 
suspended others.

“As the PEC, we’re going to deal with all these 
issues. We cannot stand a situation whereby, when 
we hold conference, people want to cause anarchy. 
Our structures will be active to monitor the 
situation until the last day of the conference.

“If our leaders can tow the line of discipline, 
then we’re going to have a smooth-sailing 
conference.  But we have a problem with those 
who express their concerns through social media 
platforms. Some of them were not even in those 
meetings which they dispute. How do you dispute 
something you weren’t part of?

“So they want to create a situation that there’s 
disorder in the organization. No, there’s no 
disorder. 

“Do you see any disorder in here? No there’s no 
disorder. These are branches whose mandate is still 
fresh. They will take all concerns up to national 
conference.

“We’re saying to these negative people, go 
back to your branches and submit your name for 
election. Never say you’re a better leader. Who 
told you you’re better? It is your own branch that 
will deduce that you’re better by electing you.

“Your branch will elevate you to whatever 
heights in leadership circles within the ANC. The 
more they go out and insult the organisation, the 
lesser chances of them going up the ladder of 
leadership. They took us to court, we won, they 
wanted a dissolution of the PEC, they got it. What 
else do they want,” she asked.

Possibly, according to Ntshalintshali, the Office 
of the Secretary General will grant Mpumalanga 
an election date which should be before the end of 
March 2022.

“Who said we’re not ready? Venue has  
been booked, processes are all in place.  
18-20 March, we’ll be sitting for our conference,” 
she concluded.President Cyril Ramaphosa addressing the media on Monday. 

Premier Refilwe Mtshweni-Tsipane, President Cyril Ramaphosa and Ehlanzeni Mayor  
Jesta Sidell.
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“THERE ARE NO PREGNANT WOMEN IN OUR CHIEFDOMS 
BECAUSE OF CRIME” - CHIEF LAMECK MOKOENA

OAKLEY – There’s an outcry from local 
traditional leaders that populations are not 
growing because of the rampant crime statistics 
that have affected males whose manhood has 
been severely affected because they are scarred 
of criminals in their areas.

This was the assertion of Chief Lameck 
Mokoena of the Mathibela Tribal Authority in 
Bushbuckridge during the official launch of 
the Tribal Policy Concept on Friday 4 March 
2022 which was attended by among others, 
the Minister of Police General Bheki Cele and 
the outgoing National Police Commissioner, 
General Khehla Sithole.

Mokoena said: “I want to repeat an 
observation I asserted in a previous crime 
imbizo in Marite earlier: I’ve realized that in 
our villages, there are no pregnant women 
because our menfolk live under constant fear 
of criminals, to a point that bedroom sexual 
activities are a thing of the past.

“We can’t afford to let that situation to 
continue unabated without any intervention 
by us as leaders. What will be with dwindling 
populations within our chiefdoms just because 
of criminals? That’s the bone of contention 
because crime has escalated to such levels 
of affecting our menfolk to such a dastardly 
inactivity in the bedroom.

On a more serious note concerning the 
traditional policing concept, he said: ‘On behalf 
of Amakhosi in Mpumalanga, we accept this 
concept. As Amakhosi, we are going to work 
with the police. The partnership that is there 
now, we’ll protect and go along with it

“What was a problem here, my minister, is 
that criminals have taken over our streets. Our 
parents are no more living freely at their houses. 
As Amakhosi, we are not free as well as you 
aware that many of Amakhosi have been killed 

in KwaZulu-Natal and other places.
“This is a cause for concern for us as 

Contralesa and Amakhosi in general. 
We’re saying that for Amakhosi to rule, the 
environment must be conducive for that to 
happen. We are going to have these new recruits 
who’ll be drawn from this community, they’ll 
be able to identify some of the perpetrators.

“Criminals don’t fall from heaven, they are 
among us here. Our call as Contralesa are that 
as parents, let’s not hide these criminals even if 
he or she is my relative because one day they 
will rob you, too. These criminals who are 
torturing our people, Minister, they are scarring 
away our investors

“Our areas are filled with the unemployed 
and this is caused by fearful investors to commit 
their investment in rural areas. We will ensure 
we uproot some of these criminal elements from 
within our communities. We are, therefore, 
saying we will working hand in hand with the 
police in order for us to be safe,” he stated.

This was the brain-child of outgoing National 
Commissioner, General Khehla Sithole who 
said: “This is an intervention we’re making 
in our relentless efforts to fight crime at all 
costs in all our communities, countrywide. The 
resources we’ve put forward will ensure that 
policing is equitably managed in deep rural 
areas on an equal basis with urban areas.

“It’s good that members of the traditional 
policing unit will be sourced locally, with 
knowledgeable contacts locally, which will 
make it easier to quash crime at all costs,” he 
stated.

Community Policing Forum (CPF) 
chairperson, Kevin Pillay was at hand to explain 
the ground rules of the new policing concept, 
which he explained thus: “It’s a welcome 
gesture to have added a deep rural policing 
concept, but one the main, its operation is the 
same as CPF operation.

“The unit’s members work closely with 

the local police station, whereby, they will be 
assigned officers to directly work with. The 
resources will be based at their bases, which 
traditional authorities’ offices.

“In a nutshell, we will equitably tackle crime, 
working hand in hand with grassroots people,” 
he stated.

Cele, on the other hand, warned the 
community against harbouring criminals 
who happen to be their neighbours, offspring, 
relatives and otherwise. “We won’t be able to 
win this war against crime if you conceal vital 
criminal information from the traditional police 
within your vicinities.

“We bring forth, sophisticated equipment to 
fight crime within your areas, so it’s vital that 
you co-operate at all costs. We will be back 

to monitor how you’ve progressed in tackling 
crime in your areas, if there are any glitches to 
be fixed, we will fix them,” he warned before 
a simulation of crime fighting tactics was on 
display at the venue.

As police officers were handed over vehicle 
keys they were sternly warned by Cele and 
MEC for community safety, security and 
liaison, Vusi Shongwe who said, among other 
things: “This vehicle must always be available 
for crime fighting initiatives. It’s not yours for 
your domestic errands and galavanting in your 
spare time.

“We’re also warning their girlfriends to 
refuse to be driven in poice vehicles, these 
are State vehicles to help protect you as 
communities, not for socialising,” they warned.

BONGANI HLATSHWAYO

Deputy Minister of Police Cassel Mathale, Minister of Police General Bheki Cele, Chief 
Lameck Mokoena and National Police Commissioner General Khehla Sithole.

Crime simulation demonstration.

The National Water Week is a 
culmination of the call by UN Water 
upon all governments to take part in 
celebrating the World Water Day, which 
takes place on 22 March every year. 

The World Water Day is about 
focusing attention on the importance of 
water. 

In response to the call, the South 
African government mandates 
celebration of the National Water Week 
inline with the objectives of UN Water. 

This year’s theme on groundwater 
draws attention to the hidden water 
resource that has always been critically 
important but not fully recognised in 

sustainable development policymaking.
The campaign is aimed at educating 

the public about their responsibility in 
water conservation initiatives, raising 
awareness around the need to protect and 
conserve the country’s water resources. 

The Inkomati- Usuthu CMA celebrates 
Water Week by urging everyone to use 
water sparingly to ensure ‘sufficient, 
equitable, and quality water resources 
for all in the Inkomati-Usuthu Water 
Management Area’, bearing in mind that 
South Africa is water scarce country. 

The events will be celebrated under 
the theme ‘Ground water, making the 
invisible, visible’.

As part of the Water Month 
celebrations, the Inkomati -Usuthu 
Catchment Management Agency 
(IUCMA), in partnership with sector 
stakeholders, initiated a Science Schools 
Competition (SSC) concept as part of the 
institution’s Education Programmes. 

30 learners from 6 schools and 
their teachers in the Sub- catchment 
will participate in the Science School 
Competition. 

The winning team will then 
represent the sub-catchment at the final 
competitions which will take place 
in Mbombela on 22 March 2022 at 
Lowveld National Botanical Garden.

Focusing attention on the importance of water
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He’s created a niche market for his kind of 
craft, cooking a meal.

That’s none other than Chef Dede, real name 
Tebogo Nape, a celebrity chef who’s admired by 
Celebville for his exotic meals as he’s one chef 
who’s invited to the mansions of the who is who 
in South Africa, to cook for families, friends, 
small and big parties and mostly importantly for 
him, the corporate world are his biggest clients, 
concluding his list of clientele with hosting 
television cooking shows and imparting his 
cooking expertise with up and coming chefs at 
national level.

Highlights of his career include having 
managed to work on things he could only class 
as his own dreams: his own TV show on a prime 
channel; working with Nestle and kids program, 
“Nestle healthir kids,” working on the Nescafe 
Red mug sessions and had the opportunity to 
cook for some of South Africa’s most influential 
and powerful people, not forgetting his amazing 
partnership with Castle Double Malt.

One thing remarkable about Chef Dede, he 
never disappoints, once he enters the kitchen, 
it’s as if he’s entered his oyster as he cross-
checks his required amenities in your kitchen, 
lest you miss out on anything, he always travels 
with his own.

One thing for sure, after preparing his best 
meal, he never gets to join you at table, but 
enjoys watching his guests dabbling into it and 
passing accolades. 

That’s Chef Dede for you! He was born in 
Mafikeng, North West and he’s outrightly a 
Jozi lad, mingling around the rich and famous, 
celebrities and all, but he’s one of the most 
humble people around, who doesn’t need to 
be felt and intimidate people by his presence, 
instead, he encompasses them.

What’s your specialty that keeps 
your clients always craving for 
your menus?

“My high profile clients want a food 
experience that is unique and memorable. 
They choose to try out exotic ingredients and 
always push the envelope of the chef in style. 
Middle income dishes are more wholesome 
and thoughtful as far as they are being warm 
and leave you full. They are normally centred 
around nostalgia and feeling of home,” he 
quipped.

He’s the second born out of a family of three 
boys, or men because they are grown up and 
married, but still adores his favourite mom and 
family.

On average, his services range from private 
chef services, where he comes to your home, 
prepares a meal for you and family or with your 
guests ranging from 1-25 people on his dining 
experience which prior entails food preparation, 
menu development, food sourcing, cutlery and 
crockery sourcing, venue site visit and viewing 
the kitchen set-up.

“For such, it’s limited to either a full 3-course 
or 6-course taster, depending on individuals’ 
preferences. For trade shows, exhibitions and 
showcases which stretches up to eight hours, 
that entails appearance, food preparation, on-site 
illustration and food styling.

“I do event co-ordination, menu, recipe 
consultancy and conceptualization, do make 
special appearances and I am available for 

MCing duties wherever desirable, I’m there to 
service our people at all costs and at any given 
time.

“I do offer cooking lessons to individuals and 
groups at a nominal rate and extensively market 
my services digitally,” he said.

What’s his description of his 
cooking style?

“It’s “Urban African. I firmly believe in not 
only celebrating my roots, but collaborating with 
them. This is important for me since my cooking 
comes with the understanding that we exist in a 
modern society and therefore, I need to be able 
to find the balance that defines me as a modern, 
black South African man.

“I draw a lot of inspiration from all over 
South Africa and try to pull from the traditional 
dishes and various indigenous groups, while 
giving them all my own interpretation while  
still paying respect to the roots of the dish,”  
he stated.

Who do you attribute your cooking 
prowess to?

“Definitely my upbringing from a boys only 
home, my mom taught us how to cook and I 
was always in the kitchen, for that matter. In the 
process, we learnt how to look after ourselves, 
too. Food was always a form of communication 

in my life – it was a love language and due to 
that, food has always played a character in  
my life.

“Food became such a natural path for me to 
gravitate towards and now I see food as a form 
of art and expression or protest. I always knew 
that food was my pathway even when I worked 
in other industries like music. I went from 
working in the music industry to working in the 
kitchen from the bottom up.

“It wasn’t easy moving from earning and 
working in what I call “glamorous space” to 
washing dishes all day and packing pantries.  
However, it paid off! I earned my way to the line 
and finally became head chef. This experience 
gave me a chance to learn from a restaurant in 
real time from the experts in the field,” he said.  

He’s been quoted in some publication 
nationally someone who places absolute 
importance on his food reflecting both the 
traditional and modern with a few exciting 
twists, aptly described as a lad who is passionate 
about everything that drives him which is 
family, food and the desire to grow Africa 
through food. By the way, he loves music and 
travelling.

NEED HIS SERVICES? 
CONACT HOM ON: +2783027860 
EMAIL: Mahubenewdawn@gmail.com

ENJOY YOUR EXOTIC URBAN AFRICAN 
MEALS WITH CHEF DEDE WYT

BONGANI HLATSHWAYO

Chef Dede in the kitchen with TV personality Somizi 
Mhlongo.

Chef Dede plating one of his dishes.

He shared the kitchen with the likes of Basetsana Kumalo. Chef Dede.
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LERATO NOGABE, 23, from 
Embalenhle Govan Mbeki 
Municipality has completed matric 
in 2017 at Kiriyatswane Secondary 
School then enrolled at Boston 
Media House in Pretoria in 2018. 

She ventured into freelancing for Radio 
Langa and presented few shows on Rising 
Sun TV, coupled with marketing different 
brands in her community, organized, 
managed and MCing for events.

“The change I’m bringing is the 
reintroduction of inclusivity. I want 
people to know that regardless of their 
background, life choices and conditions, 
they can still make their dreams a reality. 
I have been talking about and promoting 
authenticity. 

NQOBILE MBATHA, 24, 
from Thembisile Hani Local 
municipality. She’s a student at 

the University of Johannesburg 
studying Logistics. 

“I’m a professional actress, a proud 
founder of the Ibanathi foundation and an 
ambassador for Joburg Child Welfare.  As 
an activist for children’s rights, the changes 
that I will bring is to create a safer society 
and a hub of safety for children by raising 
awareness about child trafficking.

“I aim to do this by visiting various 
communities and schools around 
Mpumalanga and remind children 
about their rights. I want to continue the 
#SaveOurChildren campaign so that more 
people can be aware and be accountable in 
protecting children.”

LINDELO MLAMBO, 23, from 
Barberton in Mbombela Local 
Municipality. 

“I am a 2x graduate and currently 
pursuing my honours degree in Human 

Resource Management at the University 
of Johannesburg.  I stand for women and 
youth empowerment. As your next Miss 
Mpumalanga, I aim to make a meaningful 
contribution towards the fight against 
women abuse. 

“I plan to achieve this through 
community engagement and actively 
encouraging women to come forward and 
to report their perpetrators. Furthermore, 
I am also passionate about educating the 
youth about the dangers of excessive 
alcohol consumption and the implications 
of teenage drinking. 

LUNGILE PRETTY FAKUDE, 24, 
from Mshadza in Mbombela Lccal 
Municipality.

“I hold an Honors degree in 
Occupational Therapy from the University 
of KwaZulu-Natal. Currently, I am 
pursuing a Post-graduate Diploma in Public 

Health with the University of Pretoria. I 
am working in a psychiatric hospital in 
Nelspruit where my passion for mental 
health is ignited every single day. 

“The change I want to bring is to start 
conversations about the negative impact 
of substance abuse to one’s mental health. 
We need to talk and make changes from an 
early age where most people are exposed to 
substances.”

KHOLEKA PRETTY KHUMALO, 21, 
from Chrissiesmeer in Msukaligwa 
Local Municipality.

“I’m a model; founder of Turning 
Lifestyle Beauty Pageant; Beautician for 
the University of Mpumalanga (UMP) 
models; final year Bachelor of Science in 
Agriculture student at the University of 
Mpumalanga Mbombela Campus.

“In pursuit of a childhood dream, 
growing up from such a small town made 

it difficult for a young lady like myself 
to see beyond what one can become. But 
from the ever burning conviction that does 
not allow one to conform to the limits our 
backgrounds set for us, I chose a route not 
travelled by many, a route of becoming the 
change that seeks to eradicate the norms 
that almost everyone falls into. 

“That is why today in stepping out of my 
comfort zone and awakening the giant that 
is within me, I felt it was befitting to enter 
Miss Mpumalanga 2022. Joining the great 
forces of the great women that have gone 
before me in being catalysts for change in 
their respective advocacies. 

“With the great passion in educating, 
empowering and the abatement of 
unemployment, taking advantage of my 
field of study agriculture, sustaining it and 
creating more job opportunities in our 
beautiful province Mpumalanga, “the place 
of the rising sun”.

MEET THE LAST 5 MISS MPUMALANGA FINALISTS
LINDELO MLAMBO - MBOMBELA 
LOCAL MUNICIPALITY

KHOLEKA PRETTY KHUMALO 
- MSUKALIGWA LOCAL 
MUNICIPALITY

NQOBILE MBATHA THEMBISILE 
- HANI LOCAL MUNICIPALITY

LUNGILE FAKUDE - MBOMBELA 
LOCAL MUNICIPALITY

LERATO NOGABE - GOVAN 
MBEKI LOCAL MUNICIPALITY

A total of 31 newly qualified and 
young Veterinarians have joined the 
Department of Agriculture, Rural 
Development, Land and Environmental 
Affairs (DARDLEA) through a 12-month 
long Compulsory Community Service 
(CCS) programme, that is supported by 
the national Department of Agriculture, 
Land Reform and Rural Development 
(DALRRD).   

These Vets have since been 
placed in State Vet offices in all 
municipalities in the Nkangala, Gert 
Sibande, Ehlanzeni Districts and 
Bohlabela region respectively, with an 
aim to bring Vet services and animal 
healthcare closer to rural areas across 
the Province.  They will be rendering 
services to pets and livestock alike, 
ensuring animal health.

The CCS programme started in 

2016, and besides taking the scares 
skills closer to far flung areas, it also 
aims at presenting an on-the-job 
experience to the new Graduates, 
who just completed their studies at the 
University of Pretoria’s Onderstepoort 
Veterinary Institute.  The Vet School 
is working closely with Government 
through the DALRRD in placing the 
new Graduates in State Vet Offices in 
all nine provinces, on a twelve-month 
contract for practical work.

All 31 Doctors have already hit the 
ground running, after their official 
welcome and induction earlier last 
week.  17 of them have been placed 
in Vet Offices in Bohlabela region and 
Ehlanzeni District, while 14 are at Vet 
Offices in all municipalities under the 
Gert Sibande and Nkangala Districts 
respectively.

Young vets deployed to 
state vet offices for a year

New Vets for Ehlanzeni District State Vet Offices.

Vets for Nkangala District State Vet Offices.

New Vets for State Vet Offices in Gert Sibande District.

New Vets for Bohlabela Region State Vet Ofices.
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ELUKWATINI - As the country commemorates 
Human Right Month, crime remains one of the major 
hindrances for many to fully enjoy their human rights as 
enshrined in the Constitution.

It is in this context that communities residing in 
Elukwatini and surroundings will interact with the 
MEC for Community Safety, Security and Liaison, Vusi 
Shongwe, on crime on Saturday, 12 March 2022 at the 
Elukwatini Stadium at 10.00.

Shongwe will be accompanied by SAPS 
Management and representatives from departments 
such as Home Affairs, Justice and Correctional Services, 
Social Development, among others.

 Saturday’s programme is part of government 
ongoing efforts to engage communities on issues that 
directly affect them and to further strengthen existing 
partnerships in the fight against crime. Community 
members will have the opportunity to engage the MEC 

and other government departments who will be in 
attendance.

Issues such as domestic violence, gangsters, sexual 
offences, assault and housebreakings are expected to 
come under the spotlight.

Not long ago, the Station Commander for 
Elukwatini, Colonel Beauty Marivate was fatally shot at 
while responding to a robbery scene in the area towards 
the end of December last year.

Shongwe recently visited the family of a woman who 
was shot by criminals when they were up in arms with 
police in Elukwatini. The lady was at one of the shops 
where she was working when she was hit by a stray 
bullet.

Shongwe and his team will respond and matters that 
require further investigation, will be referred to relevant 
departments that will later give feedback to affected 
communities and individuals.

ELUKWATINI COMMUNITIES  
TO BE GIVEN AN OPPORTUNITY 
TO SPEAK OUT ON CRIME

Vusi Shongwe recently at the launch of the Traditional Policing Concept in Oakley seen 
here with Minister of Polie General Bheki Cele and Provicial Commissioner, Lt General  
Semakaleng Manamela.

MBOMBELA - Vodacom employee, Pinky 
Sibiya, won a brand new Ford Figo, courtesy 
of her employer last Friday, March 4.

The regional offices invited Mpumalanga 
Mirror to share the moment with Sibiya. 
She said she felt blessed and does not regret 
entering the competition. 

“I did not expect to win the competition. 
We were told we stand a chance of winning if 
we do more sales. In the past, most winners 
were from other provinces. This caught me 
by surprise,” she said.

Sibiya said she used a bus to get to work. 

Now that she is mobile, she will be able to 
be flexible even for her family. “I wake up as 
early 04.00 in the morning to be on time for 
work. But now things will change even for 
my family. This has really changed my life.”

She points out that her manager always 
encouraged her and told her she would win. 
Little did she know her name was on the 
winners’ list.

“I knew about the competition, but I was 
holding back. My family will be ecstatic 
because we did not have a car. It will also 
change their lives because we will now 
be able to do shopping and smoothly run 
errands. I am truly grateful,” she ended.

Vodacom employee wins 
a brand new Ford Figo

JABULANE KHUMALO

Winner Pinky Sibiya.



NICD TRAINS HEALTHCARE WORKERS

First Tenckhoff Peritonial surgery at Rob Ferreira Hospital

The Department of Health recently conducted a Frontline Epidemiology training workshop with 
the National Institute for Communicable Diseases for healthcare workers. This was to strengthen 
capacity of the province to rapidly detect, respond to, and contain public health emergencies of 
epidemic prone diseases and outbreaks. The next session is set to take place in May and teams are 
expected to present projects and tasks given to them to be finalized in their respective offices.

MBOMBELA - Nephrology patients 
will no longer have to travel long 
distances for medical attention as they 
can now access services at Rob Ferreira 
Hospital. 

The Mpumalanga Department 
of Health marked a historical 
accomplishment on March 1 by 

performing the first operation of its kind. 
The first Tenckhoff Peritonial Dialysis 

Catheter Operation was conducted 
successfully at Rob Ferreira Hospital on 
a end-stage renal disease patient. This 
is is the final, permanent stage of chronic 
kidney disease, where kidney function 
has declined to the point that the kidneys 

can no longer function on their own.
MEC Sasekani Manzini commended 

progress made to achieve result in the 
delivery of healthcare services.

“This is definitely a good story to tell, 
because we will no longer refer patients 
to Gauteng for this procedure, now they 
can access Nephrology Services right 

here closer to home,” said Manzini.
Manzini further expressed gratitude 

to the nephrologist currently monitoring 
patients who are on the dialysis 
programme. “Services are up and running 
in the hospital and it’s all thanks to 
the dedicated doctor who ensures that 
department runs smoothly.”

6 HEALTH
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MBOMBELA - Triland, aptly referred 
to as the “Three cities Tour” in one day,has 
been revived between the Kingdom of 
Eswatini Tourism Authority, Mpumalanga 
Tourism and Parks Agency (MTPA) 
and their counterparts in the Republic 
of Mozambique, all in endeavour to 
boost tourism activity between the three 
countries.

This is a concept that was initially 
launched between the three countries 
during the build-up activities to the 2010 
FIFA Soccer World Cup in which South 
Africa were the hosts – it promoted 
a concept that as a tourist, you could 
eat breakfast in Mbombela, travel to 
Swazilannd and enjoy your lunch there, 
then eventually enjoy dinner and nightlife 
in Maputo City in Mozambique.

Simply put, both Mpumalanga and 
the Kingdom of Eswatini are renowned 
for their traditional lifestyle tourism 
which has been proven to be a tourism 
attraction, wildlife and natural heritage, 
including dining, while on the other hand, 
Mozambique uniquely offers the sea and 
other amenities, including nightlife, which 
it is renowned for as it appeals to 
tourists, like.

It was on that premise 
that the CEO of the 
Kingdom of Eswatini 
Tourism Authority, 
Linda Nxumalo 
converged in 
Mbombela on 3 March 
2022 to formerly 
launch the “Eswatini 
Tourism Events 
Calendar Activation” 
which kicks off with the 
Marula Festival on 11-12 
March 2022 taking place at the 
Hlane Royal Kraal in the Kingdom of 
Eswatini this coming weekend.

According to Nxumalo: “This synergy 
between the three countries is engaged and 
what we’re very about, is not clashing our 
events so that each country can travel to 
the hosting one to give maximum support. 
As the Kingdom of Eswatini we’ve at last 
been granted a 24-hour Oshoek Border 
Gate operation, which simply means 
you’re always welcome in our country 24 
hours without any hindrance, except your 
compliance with the Covid-19 regulations.

“We pride ourselves with our traditions 

and culture which play a meaningful role 
in our tourism offerings as tourists enjoy 
it and it is in high demand. It also offers 
our bead makers a business opportunity to 
produce and sell Swazi craft which tourists 
take back home as memorabilia. Our 
music and dance are a cherry on top.

“We have a splendour of 
accommodation, game parks in Hlane and 
the splendour of Mkhaya Game Reserves. 
Dining and entertainment are on offer and 

the warmth of the people of our 
land, encapsulates all. Go 

to our website and view 
the number of activities 
taking place throughout 
the year,” she said.

MTPA’s CEO, Boy 
Nobunga was at hand 

to compliment the triple partnership of 
the three countries as he said: “It’s a 
worthwhile partnership because with 
the three cities tour in one day, you can 
move from here to Eswatini and end up 
in Mozambique and you can take it in 
reverse mode, too.

“It’s quite interesting. As it is, we’re 
busy developing our Township-Rural 
Tourism initiative in Mpumalanga to lure 
tourists to visit our townships and villages 
to get first-hand experience of our lives 
culturally, which, in turn will benefit our 
people who will be showcasing it for 
domestic and international tourists.

“It’s so gratifying witnessing our mutual 
growth as a region as we encourage 
support for each others’ progammes so 
that our events must always have those big 
numbers. The year has begun in earnest 
and it’s time to tour once again.

“We urge tour operators to actively 
prepare packages for tourists between the 
three countries to enjoy the splendour of 
tourism within our region,” concluded 
Nobunga.

TRILAND TOURISM INITIATIVE REVIVED
BONGANI HLATSHWAYO    EVENTS CALENDAR

Eswatini has a annual calendar 
full of traditional & modern events
Below is a Calendar of Events 
in Eswatini, ranging from the 
major annual cultural festivals, to 
organised hikes or small one-off 
event evenings at a particular hotel 
or restaurant. Eswatini is known 
around the world for the magnificent 
traditional festivals that the country 
hosts. Chief amongst these are 
the Umhlanga (Reed Dance) held 
in August / September, the Incwala  
held in December / January and 
the Marula Festival in February-
March. These are living cultural 
events that, bar the odd wristwatch 
and mobile phone, have hardly 
changed in two hundred years. 
Visitors are allowed to watch, but 
the ceremonies make no concession 
to tourism; even the precise dates 
are not published in advance, 
being dependent on the vagaries 
of ancestral astrology. The main 

events happen at the royal parade 
grounds at Ludzidzini or other 
royal residencies, but the mood 
of celebration sweeps the nation, 
and visitors to the country around 
the time of the events will doubtless 
see wandering bands of warriors or 
maidens decked out in full regalia as 
they head to or from the festivities.
Alongside the traditional, there is 
now a growing number of modern 
events gaining international 
recognition. One that leads the 
way and has gained an excellent 
international reputation is the MTN 
BUSHFIRE Festival – a performing 
arts festival held every May, 
though running as a Digital Series 
throughout 2021.
The country also plays host to a 
number of sporting events around 
the year, particularly a series of 
challenging mountain bike races.
For a calendar of Public Holidays, 
check the Travel Advice page, and 
for further advice about the best 
times of year to visit Eswatini, check 
the When to Go page.

Eswatini Marula festival.

Eswatini Marula Festival at Buhleni. Eswatini MTN Bushfire Festival.

Xolani Gama from Game Parks in 
Eswatini.

Left: Eswatini Tourism 
Authority’s CEO Linda 
Nxumalo.

Eswatini Umhlanga Reed Dance.

Eswatini Swazi Rally.
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Professional super biker and 
speed junkie, Sifiso Themba 
received his 2020 Motorsports 
National Challenge silverware.

The tar-tearing Schoemansdal-
born super biker bagged the 
Bridgestone Superbike trophy. 
In his own words, “you may not 
know me, but they engraved my 
name in the record book of the 
country,”  
he chats to this publication about  
his victory lap.

JK: How do you feel about 
this milestone?

ST: It is a great feeling taking 
part in a sporting code I never 
thought I would as child. The 
impact it has and what it has 
done for me is amazing. It is 
difficult for one to win such 

a trophy. I can compare it to 
making a musical album that 
is certified platinum. This is 
another level of achievement. 
It is rewarding to receive the 
trophy with my name engraved. 
It is fulfilling knowing that I 
am in the record books in the 
country.

JK: You must have felt proud 
of your win. Some of us grew 
up watching the sport on 
television. But when someone 
close makes it in this high-
performance sport, it is a 
different story altogether.

ST: It is a confidence booster, 
but there is a pressure to stay on 
top of your game. 

It also comes with making 
sure that I perform and making 
sure that I push myself to get the 
best results.

JK: You are now winning 
trophies. What is next for 
you?

ST: This year I will race at 
the ZX 10 Masters. My debut 
will be on the 23rd of April 
at Zwartkops in Centurion. 
Spectators will be allowed in. 
Those who want to see me in 
action should also join. It will be 
epic and I am looking forward to 
my grand stand to be filled with 
the 63 Nation. They always give 
me the fuel to perform.

Almost a decade ago, the 
speedster had never ridden a 
motorbike before. 

He’s also part of the King 
Price Xtreme racing team. His 
first official race took place in 
2017 at the Zwartkops Raceway, 
and he has never looked back 
since.

SFISO THEMBA BAGS PRESTIGIOUS 
BRIDGESTONE SUPERBIKE TROPHY

JABULANE KHUMALO

Sfiso Themba negotiating a curve. Insert: Bridgestone Superbike trophy.

Themba next to his super bike.


