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Is it being dumped by the provincial 
government for failure to meet its mandate?

WITHER TO FOR 
MEGA?

THE INITIAL PLAN WAS THAT 
MEGA SHOULD BE IN A 

POSITION TO BE  
SELF-SUSTAINABLE

MBOMBELA - The Mpumalanga 
Provincial Government is grappling with 
the thought of replacing the Mpumalanga 
Economic Growth Agency (MEGA) and 
replacing it with an economic growth 
agency that will equitably adhere to the core 
business of growing the provincial economy 
and attracting foreign investment to catapult 
Mpumalanga to greater economic heights.

This was the assertion expressed by 
Premier Refilwe Mtshweni-Tsipane during 
a media briefing after delivering her State 
of the Province Address (SOPA) at the 
provincial legislature chambers on Friday.

This emerged immediately after the 
State of the Province Address (SOPA) 
where she was responding to the media’s 
questions pertaining to 
the 44 selected youth 
entrepreneurs from 
the Provincial Youth 
Development Fund 
which was funded for 
R50 million initially, 
but R90 million in all, 
was eventually pumped 
into the fund and the role of MEGA, if it still 
played its role.

“The issue of MEGA, is a thorny issue 
with us as government. We have since 
taken a decision that we need to re-position 
MEGA. It is not yielding the desired 
outcome and maybe we have bombarded 
them, to some extent, with mandates that are 
not within their broader scale.

“The initial plan was that MEGA should be 
in a position to be self-sustainable and should 
be in a position to generate value that would 
then be taken into government coffers for 
redistribution to our priority areas. 

“That has been the issue and we see 
MEGA milking government, year in, year 
out, which shouldn’t be the situation. We 
need to look at it in a different way, hence I 
have indicated that perhaps all what we need 
to do is to come up with a Commission that 
will look into the issue pertaining to the re-
engineering of MEGA, as I have previously 
indicated in SOPA so that we re-position 
MEGA in its rightful position.

“If needs be, if it does not serve its 

intended purpose (mandate), then we need to 
come up with a unit of some sort, probably 
we should be exploring other avenues 
through that Commission comprised of 
independent and skilled personnel from 
outside, that will form a composition of 
that unit which will utilize the mandate of 
MEGA, look at MEGA and the core business 
of MEGA and also be in a position to come 
up with ideas on how do we transform and 
put MEGA into its right position.

“This is one area we have agreed with the 
Director General to work on, in conjunction 
with the Provincial Treasury. We are 
expecting them to report to us in the next 
coming three months to give us an indication 
on which direction to take, whether we put 
MEGA back on track or is it still fit for its 
purpose. If there’s a need to look into other 

avenues and doing away 
with MEGA, certainly, at 
that appropriate time, as 
the Executive Council, 
we will take the decision 
and also communicate 
the way forward in 
that regard,” said 
Mtshweni-Tsipane.

Addressing the issue of the 44 
youth recipients of the Youth 
Development Fund, she said:  
“This was necessitated by the 
high youth unemployment 
rate in the province, not only 
affecting us, but the country 
as a whole. We had to sit 
around a table and planned 
on: how can we assist those 
aspirant young people in 
the province who have 
ambitions to establish their 
own businesses?

“These were businesses 
which have a huge potential to 
grow and expand their capacity 
independently and be in a position 
of hiring more people, especially their 
peers, hence we came up with an initiative to 
support these enthusiastic youth. It was then 
they were invited to forward their plans for 
full assessment.

Premier Refilwe Mtshweni-Tsipane.
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MPULUZI – A joint funeral 
service for the nine learners who 
passed away on 16 February 2022 
was held on 24 February 2022 at 
the Mayflower Stadium.

“My plea is to confront the 
driver of the taxi that killed nine 
of our children through negligence 
and driving an unroadworthy 
vehicle, with no operating permit, 
no driver’s licence, but has been 
operating daily on the roads in 
front of traffic officers.

“I condemn the existence of 
money power that has corrupted 
traffic officials to let go of such 
unroadworthy vehicles that always 
endanger the lives of communities, 
as it has taken the lives of our 
dearest loved ones,” lamented a 
grieving parent.

That unroadworthy vehicle, 
overloaded with 19 passengers 
crammed together as it apparently 
failed to go uphill and the driver 
alighted to open the door for a 
disembarking passenger, then the 
vehicle rolled back in reverse mode 
for almost a kilometre with loud 
screaming from the passengers 
who ranged from five years to 
13 until it was splattered below 
the bridge instantly killing eight 
of the children and the ninth one 
was found by police divers the 
following morning trapped in 
between rocks.

That was the story of what can 
be best described as the worst 
tragedy to have occurred for that 
poor rural community which killed 
the nine toddlers and injured 10 
more of them who were taken to 
different hospitals in Embhuleni 
and Kiaat in Mbombela, sending 
parents and families in a frenzy as 
they rushed to identify the deceased 
and injured and followed them to 
the hospitals until the wee hours of 
the net morning.

Another grieving mother said: “I 
don’t understand why that driver 

couldn’t just swerve the vehicle 
to the side and hit a donga, but it 
had to go downhill for almost a 
kilometre. Even if I cannot drive, 
I could have swerved it to the side 
to save the lives of these poor kids, 
but I don’t know what was wrong 
with the driver.”

Vincent Nkambule, one of the 
grieving families’ spokesperson, 
said: “This s the worst tragedy to 
have occurred in this area. One 
thing certain, it’s difficult for 
families to inspect such vehicles 
because we take it for granted all is 
right with the vehicle.

“What we’re faced with right 
now, is how to bury our loved ones 
because some like our family, there 
are two deceased children and five 
injured ones. You can imagine how 
difficult and traumatising it is.

“What’s certain is that families 
will definitely need assistance 
from the state, one way or the 
other. We still have to attend to the 
injured ones because some of them 
sustained severe injuries,” related 
Nkambule who also cannot come 
to terms with how the driver let go 
of the vehicle without swerving it 
into some dongas that would have 
landed it on mielie fields on the 
side of the road.

A police officer at the accident 
scene questioned if the driver was 
tested for drunken driving, the 
answer was no, it wasn’t done and 
at the time we spoke, she said it 
was already late to do so.

Among the deceased were 
Bongani Brilliant Khumalo,7, 
Mpilo Prince Ntumbe,9, Siphesihle 
Nhleko,11, Charmaine Bonakele 
Sibiya,13, Lungile Sibisi,8, 
Abenathi Nhlabathi,5, Nothando 
Magagula, , Slindokuhle Angel 
Nkosi,6, Nombuso Rethabile 
Radebe,8 and Nombuso Nkosi.

The injured pupils incuded 
Mbongiseni Radebe, 12, Nomcebo 
Nkosi, 6, Thandolwethu Nkambule, 
6, Siphesihle Nkambule, 5, 
Junior Magagula, 5, Amahle 

Ndlangamandla, 9, Banele Nkosi, 
6, Sinokuhle Simelane, 7, Lifa 
Nkambule, 7 and Phiwokuhle 
Nkosi,13.

MEC for Community Safety, 
Security and Liaison, Vusi 
Shongwe who visited the scene 
and had his office engaged in 
preparations for funeral services 
and liaising with the three affected 
schools and families. 

He said: “Motorists must use the 
road with due diligence to spare the 
lives of innocent citizens. What is 
most saddening, is the fact that all 
victims are all learners in whose 
hands the future lies.

“I call on all community 
members to support the department 
in opposing bail for the accused. 
Come in your numbers to court,” 
he appealed.

Gert Sibande District 
Municipality’s executive mayor, 
Cllr Walter Mngomezulu, reacting 
to tragedy, issued the following 
statement during a Special Sitting 
of Council on 17 February, 2022: 
“On behalf of the Gert Sibande 
District Municipality, I would like 
to send our heartfelt condolences to 
the families of the pupils who lost 
their lives in the accident. We hope 
that the affected families will find 
comfort, hope and courage during 
this time of painful loss and we 
also wish those injured a speedy 
recovery.’

A delegation from the 
Department of Education 
and Social Development also 
descended to facilitate psychosocial 
support to affected learners and 
educators. 

A task team was in place to work 
with bereaved families in finalizing 
funeral arrangements.

The driver appeared in the 
Elukwatini Magistrate’s Court on 
Friday 18 February 2022 charged 
with nine counts of culpable 
homicide, failure to produce 
operating license, overloading and 
operating an unroadworthy vehicle.

BONGANI HLATSHWAYO

Families blame it on traffic bribes and appeal for a life sentence for the unlicensed driver, who is 
also without a public driving permit. Worse still, the vehicle is unroadworthy and had last paid for its 
licence in 2016 and had been overloaded with 19 passengers.

BRIDGE OF DEATH ON D276 
ROAD CLAIMS NINE KIDS’ LIVES

DECEASED 
Nombuso Radebe.

The 
battered 
kombi 
that killed 
nine 
children.

Family members of Nombuso Nkosi wait 
for police divers to retrieve her body from 
the Mpuluzi River.

DECEASED 
Siphesihle Nhleko.

DECEASED 
Slindojukhle Nkosi.

DECEASED 
Charmaine Sibiya.

Floating body of the ninth 
victim.
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MBOMBELA – Much as the 21 February 2022 celebration was the 
Armed Forces Day, but President Cyril Ramaphosa, as Commander-In-
chief of the South African National defence Force (SANDF), also singled 
out the late Corporal Tebogo Radebe.

He said: “Today we pay homage to Corporal Tebogo Radebe, who 
was killed in Cabo Delgado late last year during a deployment as part of 
the SADC Mission in Mozambique. The entire country owes a debt of 
gratitude to his family for having selflessly shared him with us so that he 
could fulfil his patriotic duty to serve the country of his forebears.

“We remember all our soldiers who have fallen in the line of duty in the 
Democratic Republic of Congo, the Central African Republic and Sudan. 
These gallant soldiers died in the cause of peace and freedom for Africa.

“Their deaths remind us that our freedom, our way of life and the peace 
that we enjoy as a country, comes at a price. We are also grateful to our 
soldiers conducting border safeguarding operations. Our troops put their 
lives on the line to ensure that peace and stability prevails in South Africa 
and outside our borders.

“They do so in pursuance of our international obligations towards 
continental peace and security. It is heroes in uniform – fallen and still 
standing – who make sure that South Africans are able to retire in peace at 
night knowing that the country is safe,” stated Ramaphosa.

He also bestowed them with accolades for having played a meaningful 
role since the start of Covid-19 in 2020 and the implementation of the 
National State of Disaster in the early weeks and months of the pandemic.

They’ve been there when the country faced the worst unrest, leading to 
loss of life, destruction of infrastructure and devastation of businesses.

“The SANDF was there, assisting law enforcement agencies to restore 
order and protect key economic infrastructure. When Parliament was 
engulfed in fire at the beginning of this year, it was our personnel from Air 
Force Base Ysterplaat Military Aviation Rescue and Firefighting Services 
who were part of the first responders to douse the flames.

“In neighbouring Mozambique, a cyclone caused flooding and 
devastation. The SANDF was there, assisting with the evacuation of 
flooded areas and distributing humanitarian relief. The government of 
Mozambique continues to battle a deadly insurgency in the north that 
poses a threat to the security and stability of the entire region.

“The SANDF was there, deployed as part of the SADC Mission in 
Mozambique. I had the privilege of meeting with the troops earlier this 
month, when I attended National Heroes Day celebrations in Mozambique. 
These brave men and women are there to restore stability and prevent a 
spill-over of the conflict into other countries.

“Last month we welcomed back the members of 15 SA Infantry 
Battalion from their deployment to the Democratic Republic of Congo. 
Since 2001, members of the SANDF have been part of peacekeeping 
operations under the UN Organisation Stabilisation Mission in the DRC, 
known as MONUSCO.

“At all these moments of uncertainty, crisis and very real danger for 
our country, for our neighbours and for our continent Africa, the SANDF 
has been there. As we continue to drive development and resolve service 
delivery challenges that directly impact the lives of our people, the 
SANDF has been there.

“According to our Constitution, the primary objective of the armed 
forces is to defend and protect the Republic. The SANDF has more than 
lived up to this task, particularly over the past year, when our country 
endured great tribulations.

“As a people, we are reassured that no matter the circumstances our 
nation faces, the SANDF will always be there. The SANDF is one of the 
last lines of defence to restore order, maintain calm, support our people and 
defend the territorial integrity of our Republic. The terrible experiences of 
the July 2021 unrest has left deep wounds.

“It tested the authority of the state and the strength of our democracy. 
At that moment of great crisis, the sight of a uniformed SANDF member 
out there, keeping us safe, restoring calm, gave reassurance at a time when 
many were fearful.

“Their presence reminded us once more that we have honourable armed 
forces who took an oath to serve and to protect, and to never dishonour the 
cause of freedom. On Armed Forces Day we remember the servicemen of 
the South African Native Labour Corps who perished during the sinking of 
the SS Mendi in the English Channel on February the 21st, 1917.

“We honour all the men and women in uniform who have lost their 
lives in the line of duty, at home and on external operations. Our military, 

CORPORAL TEBOGO RADEBE 
HONOURED AT ARMED FORCES DAY

like every other organ of state, has had to conduct its substantial operations 
in the face of extremely limited resources and a growing catalogue of 
commitments.

“I commend the leadership of our military and all members of our 
armed forces for fulfilling their responsibilities even as we grapple 
with funding challenges that affect various defence programmes and 
development activities.

“We are looking, within these constraints, at ways to better resource 
our defence force with the tools they need to fulfil their mandate. We are 
observing Armed Forces Day this year mindful that we are still in the 
throes of a global pandemic.

“Our battle against COVID-19 is not yet won, and we must continue 
to work as a united nation to put this pandemic well and truly behind us. 
For your role as the SANDF in preventing the loss of more lives to the 
pandemic, in working with law enforcement agencies and communities 
to end the unrest, and in helping civilians in the troubled regions of our 
continent, your country thanks you.

“For remaining ever vigilant and ever ready to answer the call of duty, 
we thank you. We honour you and we salute you,” he concluded.
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“We had then to check if they had the 
potential to meet the criteria required. The 
money we made available was R9 million in 
two-folds which was R50 million and R40 
million, consecutively. We then started in 
earnest with both political and administrative 
teams overseeing the work that was done.

“This was done precisely because we 
wanted the outcome to be a fair and balanced 
process as possible and that the money was 
dispensed to the youth to commence with 
their business ventures. 

“The applications we received and finally 
selected, had the huge potential of meeting 
the criteria set out and had potential of 
bringing about a huge economic spin-off to 
our shores.

“They were all accordingly subsidised. 
This process couldn’t have been a success 
without involving an agency that would 

oversee all the processes, hence MEGA was 
brought on board to ensure that through 
all its functionality, this project has to 
eventually grow our economy. 

“We had to make sure that we get the most 
effective economic skills that would unlock 
the economic trend in our favour and grow 
our economy. It was then that we eventually 
trimmed down the applicants to the 44 that 
have been taken on board and they were 
allocated the money.

“It’s not money that we will not follow 
through that it does what it has been 
designated for like skilling young people 
in financial skills and management skills 
so that we can enhance their capacity to 
be able to be successful business people. 
It’s not only an entrepreneurial perspective 
that we’re looking for, but we also have a 
responsibility to make sure that we give 
them the appropriate skills of managing 
the businesses like financial management, 

whereby, we link them with the banks which 
can be in a position to assist them, as we can 
stand as guarantees, as government, to ensure 
they become successful aspirant young 
entrepreneurs within our shores.

“That, in a nutshell, was our way of taking 
our youth away from the streets, keep them 
busy with this business venture. There is 
a social aspect to the whole initiative that 
would allow them as small enterprises and 
SMMEs to enter the mainstream economy 
and compete with flourishing business 
concerns.

“Those SMMEs producing number of 
goods, need to obtain accredited certificates 
for their products, which are in line with 
SABS standards, therefore, we shouldn’t be 
in a position to produce inferior products 
in the province. Those are some of the 
initiatives that we’re applying to make 
sure our young entrepreneurs enter and 
juggle around the business world with the 

appropriate skills.
“62 000 are being shed in the industry and 

out of those, some affect young people who 
are out of school already, others have been 
through higher learning, others have dropped 
out because they lacked resources to pursue 
studies or utilize their hands.

“What is it that we can do to sharpen 
their skills? Artisans are needed in the 
Mpumalanga mainstream manufacturing 
industry. How do we make sure that we 
work with them, train them, offer them the 
necessary funding and appropriate skills that 
will contribute positively to the economic 
mainstream of the province?

“It’s all in our hands and efforts to do 
that. The playing field has been set, it’s 
time for us to reap the fruits of our efforts 
as a community of Mpumalanga, grow the 
economy, creating the much needed jobs  
and enter into the mainstream economy,”  
she concluded.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Economic growth agency to catapult economy

The SOPA was held at the Provincial Legislature on Friday and guests and Members of the Legislature were dressed 
to the nines in their most fashionable manner and strutted their stuff on the red carpet. Photos by Jabulane Khumalo

THE MEMBERS OF LEGISLATURE 
WERE DRESSED TO THE NINES Public 

educated 
on mental 
health 

Health MEC, Sasekani Manzini has 
appealed to the nation and members 
of community to tackle mental-health 
related issues with extreme caution.

This was during a health debate 
on mental health with the National 
Council Of Provinces(NCOP) last 
Thursday. 

The debate was to raise awareness 
and to educate about the impact 
mental health has on society. 

Manzini said with more than 10 
million South Africans who are willing 
and able to work, but are not finding 
jobs. It also argued that more than 
half our population live in poverty.

“This is a reality that many people 
will suffer from mental health issues 
as their desires or what appears 
necessary for them to be considered as 
human beings is unachievable at the 
moment.” 

She said this drives them into 
hopelessness and unmatched levels 
of mental health issues which result 
in people giving up and resorting to 
actions like suicide. 

“This is a clear demonstration of 
how a corrosive culture and value 
system drives people into mental 
health issues,” she said. 

Manzini highlighted that 
government adopted a human lens 
in developing the Mental Health 
Care Act as well as in the drafting of 
the National Mental Health Policy 
Framework and Strategic Plan, 2013–
2020 that is currently under review.

She said the strategy seeks to 
address the mental health care 
services and ensure all provinces meet 
the set targets. 

“The province is striving in 
ensuring that all communities are also 
empowered on understanding and 
preventing mental health illnesses 
through community campaigns and 
community dialogues.”

Mental health services in South 
Africa need radical transformation 
to provide significantly improved 
access and quality of care to patients 
and the population at large. This 
aligns with our call for movement 
towards universal health coverage, 
which provides an opportunity for 
strengthening mental health services,” 
said Manzini. 

She concluded by pleading with 
communities and and those in the 
health care sector to encourage 
everyone to heed the call from the 
World Health Organization (WHO)for 
their own mental health well-being.

Mduduzi Nkosi.

Bheki Lubisi.

Jeneath Thabethe.

Moses Ntandane.

Thandi Shongwe.

Vusi Shongwe and Naledi Shongwe.

Gillian Mashego and  
Pat Ngomane.

Lucky Mbuyane.

Norah Mahlangu and daughter.

Million Makaringe and partner.

Vusi Mkhatshwa and partner.
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MBOMBELA – This is the first 
five finalists from the Top 10 MISS 
MPUMALANGA 2022. They will be vying 
for the coveted crown of being the 12th 
Queen to be crowned on April 9, 2022.

* ZOLISWA PHUMLA MLOMBO, 
26, from Pienaar (eMsogwaba) 
in Mbombela Local Municipality. 

“Armed with a passion in designing and 
fashion, I’ve studied at GGAFS - Giga-Guru 
Arts and Fashion School doing Fashion 
designing. I am willing to bring, positive 
change amongst our youth, by hosting youth 
talk programmes that tackle issues faced by 
our youth. These will help us come up with 
valid and strong solutions to transform and 
ignite the minds, attitude and behavior of 
young people while shining the light towards 
a bright future.

“I believe effective teamwork is vital 
to reap the rewards of higher productivity. 
My first step would be, to gather a team of 
certified NGOs and esteemed personalities 
that speak to each topic under discussion, 
reach out to municipal halls for the venue, 
use resources like the MER website, local 
radio stations, social media, and newspapers 
to spread the word about the programme. 

“Conducting live talks on social media 
would also help us reach those who can’t 
attend physically. Once the dates are set, we 
will then start with the first leg or the series. 
I vouch for positive change and building 
a greater and better future for our younger 
generation. I have a burning passion for 
youth empowerment because I believe the 
youth is the hope of our future.”

* BUHLE SNEGUGU MALINGA, 
20, from Waterval Boven in 
Emakhazeni Local Municipality.

“I am currently doing my second at the 
University of the Free State studying towards 
a Bachelor of Administration. I am a model at 
V-models SA, a modelling tutor in Waterval 
Boven and a co-founder of MISS TEEN 
EMAKHAZENI.

“I believe our youth has a lot of potential 
which they can be successful in, they just 
need someone to encourage them. And I 
believe I can be that person. I am working 
towards getting more matriculants to further 
their studies by helping them apply and 
register, because that’s where my focus is. 

“Many of them are struggling, not only to 
further studies, but to discover their passion. I 
aim to educate them on how to discover their 
passion and also how to pursue it by getting 
a one-on-one session inorder to manoeuvre 
their way through. 

“Through the MISS MPUMALANGA 
platform, which is big enough to let me reach 
out to a lot of lost youth, thus affording me to 
create small organisations which will provide 
a platform for the youth to get educated and 
also get help to further their studies.

“As a young woman, I am a firm believer 
in feminism. I believe women are capable of 
anything, as long as they have each others’ 
backs. If women look out for each other, 
they become stronger than GBV, poverty, 
unemployment and gender inequality. 

“Having a woman on my back means I 
don’t have to go through that all alone, it 
means I have a sister to hold on to, a sister 
who will be strong for me when I feel like 
giving up. That way we can conquer anything 
that comes our way as woman.”

* BUHLE PRISCA MOKWENA, 
20, from White River in 
Mbombela Local Municipality.

She’s just completed a completed a 3-year 
course in musical theatre and dance and has 
just entered the work force with one of the 
best representative agencies.

“I plan to bring artistic educational change 
to our beautiful province and to groom young 
girls from disadvantaged backgrounds. These 
are ideas/plans that I’d like to achieve and 
will implement them first into the growing 
platform. 

“I would to use the platform to inspire 
young girls out there and assure and motivate 
them that if I can do it, so they can also do it, 

I will use the platform to start up an initiative 
for what I am passionate about and that is 
protecting a girl child mentally, physically 
and emotionally.” 

* NONTANDO SHIVITE, 25, from 
Tonga View in Nkomazi Local 
Municipality. 

“I acquired my Pharmacy degree at the 
Tshwane University of Technology and I’m 
now a Pharmacist by profession.

“Should I clinch the title, the change I 
will bring into our communities is helping 
people realise their potential in achieving 
whatever they put their minds to. I would 
use the opportunity to share compassion and 
kindness in the province. 

“This will be achieved through the 
promotion of self-confidence and authenticity 
so that they produce fresh ideas. I would 
increase the awareness of volunteering 
to help equip the youth with skills and 
experience that they might need in the near 
future.”

* ZINHLE PRETTY MAKHUBU, 
23, from Amsterdam in Mkhondo 
Local Municipality.

“I am a dedicated Bachelor of 
Pharmacy graduate looking to contribute 
to Mpumalanga Province by embracing 
the power within my voice to change the 
narratives in our societies pertaining to sexual 
health issues. 

“To be Miss Mpumalanga 2022 would 
be both an honour and a responsibility. And 
should I be given this incredible opportunity, 
I will represent the organization with utmost 
dignity, use my voice to positively influence 
the youth and teenagers in making wise 
sexual decisions, as well as promote the 
fight against sexually transmitted infections. 
This will be done by hosting informative 
events and school visitations to educate about 
the importance of sexual health especially 
pertaining to teenage pregnancy and sexual 
transmission of diseases/infections.”

MEET TOP 5 MISS MPUMALANGA 
2022 FINALISTS

ZINHLE MAKHUBU MKHONDO 
LOCAL MUNICIPALITY.

BUHLE MALINGA EMAKHAZENI 
LOCAL MUNICIPALITY.

NONTANDO SHIVITE NKOMAZI 
LOCAL MUNICIPALITY.

BUHLE MOKWENA MBOMBELA 
LOCAL MUNICIPALITY.

ZOLISWA MLOMBO 
MBOMBELA LOCAL MUNICIPALITY.
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The Department of Agriculture, Rural 
Development, Land and Environmental 
Affairs (DARDLEA), encourages pet 
owners to ensure that their dogs and cats 
are vaccinated against Rabies.  

Hundreds of dogs and cats in Lothair 
near Manzana, in the Chief Albert 
Luthuli Local Municipality, received 
their free inoculations on Wednesday 16 
February.  Pet owners in the area heeded 
the invitation and took advantage of the 
free service to get their dogs and cats 
vaccinated.  

The vaccination campaign, themed: 

“Rabies End Here,” also presented an 
opportunity for those pets that have other 
health issues and wounds, to be attended 
to.

Rabies is deadly, and can be fatal to 
humans as well.  It is found in many 
species of wildlife, and can be passed 
from any infected animal to another, most 
through biting, though scratches pose a 
small possibility of transmission.  

Rabies gets transmitted to humans 
almost entirely through bites from 
infected dogs and cats.  The disease is 
incurable, but the good news though is 

that Rabies is preventable, and the best 
way to protect yourself and your pets is 
by vaccinating your dogs and cats. 

Pet owners in Lothair also had an 
opportunity to engage the Veterinary 
officials on Rabies, asking questions 
about some myths and facts associated 
with the disease.  They were also 
encouraged to seek medical attention 
immediately if they unfortunately 
get bitten by a dog.  Symptoms on an 
affected animal include fever, staggering, 
difficulty in swallowing, excessive 
drooling and paralysis.

Rabies Vaccination season is held 
annually during the month of September, 
during which World Rabies Vaccination 
Day falls under on the 28th.  The day 
is aimed at raising awareness about 
the impact of Rabies on both humans 
and animals, and how to eliminate the 
zoonotic disease.   

During September, the Veterinary 
Services officials from the Department go 
all out to vaccinate dogs and cats against 
Rabies.  Pet owners are encouraged to 
visit a State Vet office closer to them, to 
have their pets vaccinated.

VACCINATE YOUR PETS AGAINST RABIES



#Faceup! #SocialDistance! #Washup!

7HEALTHMpumalanga Mirror / February 28, 2022

DEPUTY PRESIDENT URGES 
MORE COMMUNITY MEMBERS 
TO GO FOR THEIR VACCINES

Deputy President David Mabuza.

Cancer workshop for 
health practitioners

The Deputy President of 
South Africa, Mr David 
Mabuza, in his capacity as 
Chairperson of the Inter-
Ministerial Committee (IMC) 
on COVID-19 Vaccines, 
led Social Mobilisation for 
COVID-19 Vaccination as part 
of government’s endeavour 
to get more South Africans 
to vaccinate for COVID-19 
and to also encourage more 
people to utilise the Primary 
Health Care Services brought 
to their disposal in order to 
save more lives.

The Mpumalanga 
department of Health held 
a cancer workshop for 
traditional practitioners at the 
Mercure Hotel in Mbombela 
on 16-17 February 2022.

The workshop was aimed at 
educating Traditional Health 
Practitioners on common 
cancers and the reduction 
risk. It also promoted health 
awareness and empowered 
them to offer care and support 
to all cancer patients and 
survivors.

The workshop also 
put an emphasis on early 
detection and referral 
of cancer patients. The 
common cancers that the 

workshop concentrated on are 
Colorectal Cancer, Prostate 
Cancer, Lung Cancer, 
Cervical Cancer and Breast 
Cancer.

The facilitators were Ms 
Zodwa Sithole from Cancer 
Association of South Africa, 
Mr Bruce Mbedzi from 
the National Department 
of Health Traditional 
Medicine Directorate and 
Ms Mamolefe Selokela, the 
Mpumaanga Department of 
Health Traditional Medicine 
Program Manager.

This collaboration aims at 
giving the Traditional Health 
Practitioners support in well 
managing their patients. 
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The Springboks are scheduled to face 
All Blacks at Mbombela Stadium on 
August 6.

The Boks are also scheduled to face 
Wales in three Test matches in the Castle 
Lager Incoming Series in July, before 
hosting the All Blacks and Argentina in 
the Castle Lager Rugby Championship 
in August and September, SA Rugby 
confirmed. The Boks will launch the 
home leg of their Castle Lager Rugby 
Championship campaign three weeks 
later. They have back-to-back home 
Tests against the All Blacks at Mbombela 
Stadium and a week later at Emirates 
Airline Park in Johannesburg, on  
August 13.

The away leg of the Championship 
will comprise three Test matches - two 
against Australia, and one against 

Argentina in Buenos Aires. Wales will 
return to South Africa for the first time 
since 2014 as the Boks kick off their 2022 
season with three Tests 
against the Dragons at 
Loftus Versfeld in Pretoria 
on July 2, Toyota Stadium 
in Bloemfontein, July 9, 
and DHL Stadium in Cape 
Town on July 16. 

They will then depart for 
Australia for the away leg 
of the competition where they will meet 
the Wallabies on August 27 and again a 
week later, on September 3 (both venues 
to be confirmed), before their third 

away match against Argentina at Vélez 
Sarsfield in Buenos Aires on  
September 17.

The Boks will conclude their campaign 
with a home Test against Los Pumas at 
Hollywoodbets at Kings Park in Durban 

on September 24.
“It’s exciting 

to announce such 
a strong list of 
Springbok fixtures 
this season after 
a successful 2021 
season for the team, 
and Jacques Nienaber 

(Springbok coach), his management team 
and the players will do their best to build 
on those achievements this season,” said 
SA Rugby CEO Jurie Roux.

“Pending the return of crowds to our 
Tests and with the COVID-19 pandemic 
still presenting challenges throughout the 
world, we understand the fluid nature of 
match schedules, but it is important for us 
that the team face quality opposition as 
we gear up to the 2023 Rugby World Cup 
in France.”

Nienaber was equally excited about the 
season and said, “it’s a massive honour 
to represent our country, and that we will 
face such tough competition. This season 
has certainly sparked excitement among 
the coaches and the players alike.

“We are well underway with our 
planning for the year, and our knowledge 
of these teams after facing all of them last 
season will be vital as we forge ahead in 
the next few months.

SPRINGBOKS WILL FACE 
OFF WITH ALL BLACKS

JABULANE KHUMALO

WE ARE WELL UNDERWAY 
WITH OUR PLANNING FOR 

THE YEAR


