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MBOMBELA – A HISTORIC partnership 
was signed by the Ehlanzeni District 
Municipality (EDM) and the University of 
Mpumalanga (UMP) all in an endeavour to 
enhance service delivery and utilizing skills 
from the institution instead of outsourcing 
from outside the province.

UMP also prides itself of their Chancellor, 
Justice Mandisa Maya who has been 
recommended to be appointed the country’s 
Chief Justice, pending a final decision by 
President Cyril Ramaphosa after gruelling 
interviews of the candidates. Maya replaced 
President Cyril Ramaphosa as Chancellor.

During this historic occasion, presided 
over by the UMP’s Vice Chancellor 
Thoko Mayekiso and EDM’s executive 
mayor, Jester Sidell and both leaders’ top 
management teams, it transpired that among 
the areas of common purpose between the 
two institutions, was the enhancement of 
job creation among youth, especially those 
produced at UMP; utilization of the various 
skills by students through research and 
participation in SEZ economic zones as has 
been envisaged to be established in Nkomazi 
local municipality.

As UMP is an ultra-agricultural institution, 
their agricultural students will be utilised 
in the development of small scale farming 
programmes around Ehlanzeni’s four local 
municipalities, which are Mbombela, Thaba 
Chweu, Bushbuckridge and Nkomazi.

According to UMP’s Vice Chancellor, 
Thoko Mayekiso: “This Memorandum of 
Understanding (MOU) takes place when 
we’re finalizing registration of our students 

for the 2022 academic year, which is an 
opportune time because our forecast is the 
growth of our university.

“We are gratified to share that, to date, 
6 300 students in 45 programmes across 
three faculties, education, agriculture 
and natural sciences and the faculty of 
economics, development and business 
sciences, all have been registered.

“The UMP understands that its academic 
project must combine both the creation 
and transfer of knowledge, skills and 
development of students as independent 
and critical thinkers with a passion for 
knowledge and its application.

“We are committed to offering our 
students a life-changing 
experience through 
high quality curricula 
programmes, which 
promotes excellence and 
academic integrity. We 
endeavour to enable our 
students to realize their 
potential in different 
dimensions. We are 
guided by the principle of success to foster a 
positive learning experience and outcome for 
our students.

“I’m pleased to share with you that we 
have a 85% pass rate at this institution. We 
do not depend on rewarding programs as 
happens in other institutions We have pride 
in our iconic infrastructure, providing both 
staff and students, a conducive ecology in 
which to teach, learn and conduct research 
and perform operations of the university,” 
she stated.

EDM executive mayor, Jester Sidell 

reiterated thus: “For my team, this is a new 
environment as we’re used to potholes, water 
and service delivery. We share the very same 
values as UMP. We do have a motto: To Be 
The Best District Municipality in the 21st 
Century.

“We believe we will achieve that by the 
work underpinned by us as EDM. We’re 
a District Municipality with four local 
municipalities under our wing. We are a very 
deep rural municipality, but in terms of the 
economy, we are very rich in agriculture, 
tourism, forestry, mining elements in Thaba 
Chweu.

“In all of our four local municipalities, 
Mbombela, Nkomazi, Bushbuckridge and 

Thaba, there are similarities 
of all components of tourism, 
agriculture and forestry, too. 
What we’ve embarked upon 
today as EDM and UMP, 
we are responding to this 
high youth unemployment, 
poverty and inequality.

“I want to believe that 
the conclusion of this 

programme that it will respond to questions 
that have been asked during our time: how 
do we transform the economy to respond to 
unemployment, poverty and inequality.

“Our response today will be scientifically 
informed as opposed to a commitment 
that is devoid of scientific analysis in the 
alignment of the formalization of areas in the 
collaboration of our two parties.

“The MOU will focus on areas of mutual 
benefit between the two institutions in 
support of the upliftment of communities 
of the Ehlanzeni District Municipality. This 

will be an elaborate event showcasing the 
strength of partnerships in co-operation and 
collaboration.

“The purpose of this MOU, will be to 
formalize, as I indicated, an understanding 
of collaboration between the two parties 
in various activities. That will include 
improving on the research, development 
and innovation. Promoting skills training 
and development, sharing knowledge and 
skills by providing conducive research and 
working environment.

“It will also expand the education and 
learning of UMP students scholarly to 
engage communities effectively. It will 
also fuel the advancement of enterprise 
development in the various sectors of our 
economy.

“This MOU will also afford graduates and 
students from UMP to access internships 
in order to gain relevant work experience 
while studying. It will also initiate research 
projects for post-graduate programmes. We 
will be sharing technical knowledge between 
the two parties, to which both parties will 
benefit mutually.

“We will also collaborate in raising 
funding for research projects, job 
development programme, including a job 
linkage programme, too with the university 
and local businesses in linking graduates 
with job opportunities in order to ensure that 
the skills are retained in the district.

“My top management team will be at hand 
to facilitate in various programmes including 
agriculture, tourism, development studies, 
environmental management and others. We 
have a responsibility to make this MOU 
work to benefit our people,” she concluded.

HISTORIC PARTNERSHIP TO 
ENHANCE SERVICE DELIVERY

Memorandum of Understanding being signed by EDM’s Acting Municipal Manager, Dr Nontobeko Mahlalela and UMP’s Vice Chancellor, Professor Thoko Mayekiso 
(both seated). They are overlooked at the back by UMP’s Deputy Vice Chancellor, Professor Shirley Sommers and EDM’s executive mayor, Jesta Sidell.

WE DO HAVE A MOTTO: 
To Be The Best District 

Municipality in the  
21st Century

BONGANI HLATSHWAYO
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DECLINE REASON MEANING WHAT MUST THE CLIENT DO TO DISPUTE OUTCOME

Alternative_income_source_identified The applicant has been employed and is 
indicated as contributing towards income 
tax

The client can submit a request for reconsideration via the website, should 
they feel that the reason is invalid. https://srd.sassa.gov.za, under the TAB: 
Apply for reconsideration

Identity_verification_failed The personal information provided does 
not match the Department of Home Affairs 
details.

1. The client must correct name and surname on SRD website - 
https://srd.sassa.gov.za, under the TAB: Request Names and 
Surname Update

2. The client can submit a request for reconsideration via the website, 
should they feel that the reason is invalid. https://srd.sassa.gov.za, 
under the TAB: Apply for reconsideration

Existing_sassa_grant The applicant is a current recipient of a 
Social grant other than a child grant

The client can submit a request for reconsideration via the website, should 
they feel that the reason is invalid. https://srd.sassa.gov.za, under the TAB: 
Apply for reconsideration

Nsfas_registered The applicant is receiving a benefit from 
National Student Fund Aid Scheme

The client can submit a request for reconsideration via the website, should 
they feel that the reason is invalid. https://srd.sassa.gov.za, under the TAB: 
Apply for reconsideration

Uif_registered The applicant is eligible for UIF benefits 
based on TERS  OR Contributions 
to UIF OR is currently receiving the 
Unemployment Insurance Fund benefit

The client can submit a request for reconsideration via the website, should 
they feel that the reason is invalid. https://srd.sassa.gov.za, under the TAB: 
Apply for reconsideration

Gov_payroll_registered The applicant is in employment in a 
government institution

The client can submit a request for reconsideration via the website, should 
they feel that the reason is invalid. https://srd.sassa.gov.za, under the TAB: 
Apply for reconsideration

Age_outside_range (>60) The applicant does not qualify for the grant 
due to not meeting the age requirement 
(Over 60)

The client must apply for the old age grant, this can be done by visiting any 
SASSA Local Office or applying online at https://servcies.sassa.gov.za

Suspended (Deceased Record on 
DHA)

The client is registered as deceased on the 
Department of Home Affairs database

1. Contact Department of Home Affairs to correct living status.
2. The client can submit a request for reconsideration via the website, 

should they feel that the reason is invalid, only after having corrected 
the details with Home Affairs https://srd.sassa.gov.za, under the TAB: 
Apply for reconsideration

#SASSACARES
#KeepSouthAfricaHealthy

Toll free: 0800 60 10 11
www.sassa.gov.za

Declined Reasons and Steps to follow to 
dispute outcome

EMALAHLENI - New executive mayor of the 
Emalahleni Local Municipality has vowed to speed 
up service delivery in order to increase the revenue 
collection rate. 

This was during Cllr Cornelia Nkalitshana’s 
swearing in ceremony on Monday, February 7. 

Her election comes after the passing of Cllr Linah 
Malatjie who was involved in a fatal car accident in 
January. 

Nkalintshana is no stranger to local government 
as she has served in various political structures and 
held positions in the institution. 

She is a former educator who was inspired by her 

mother, a councilor at the time, to take an interest in 
politics.

“Although I was in the education sector, I was 
always active and have never left politics,” she said. 

In her acceptance speech, she highlighted on how 
the revenue collection rate, one of her priority areas, 
has been compromised, stating that the financial 
stability of a municipality is a non-negotiable 
enabler of all plans to build better communities. 

“I encourage residents to play their role and start 
paying for services for efficient service delivery and 
governance. Good governance is the second priority 
area that will help us improve audit outcomes, 
unfounded budgets and the Eskom debt. 

I also call on councilors, employers and partners 

to join hands to increase revenue collection by 
setting realistic targets, ward by ward,” said the 
executive mayor. 

Given the honor to lead the municipality, her 
plans into the first 100 days into office include a 
hosting awareness campaigns where the public will 
be encouraged to pay for services. 

As a declaration of Zero Tolerance on Refuse 
Removal backlogs and illegal dumping sites, 
the executive mayor will also lead the Operation 
Hlanzeka, a cleaning campaign, among other 
projects. 

Watch this space because Mpumalanga Mirror 
will be following up on her promises to the 
community.

SERVICE DELIVERY IS ON NEW MAYOR’S LIPS
YOLISWA KHUMALO

Executive Mayor, Cornelia Nkalitshana. The mayor taking her oath.
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THIS WAS THREAD ‘MPUMALANGA’S 
LAST BROADCAST DIGITAL 
MIGRATION AND ANALOGUE TV 
TRANSMITTER SWITCH OFF ON 
1 FEBRUARY 2022

KAAPSEHOEK-ELANDSHOEK - There were 
moments of joy and jubilation for the poor community 
as the Minister of Communication and Digital 
Technologies, Khumbudzo Ntshavheni, officially 
conducted the “Analogue Switch Off Mbombela” at the 
Nelspruit Transmitter site situated in Mbombela on 1 
February 2022.

She was accompanied by MEC for Finance, 
Economic Development and Tourism, Vusi Mkhatshwa, 
Ehlanzeni District Municipality’s executive mayor, Jesta 
Sidell and her entourage, City of Mbombela Acting 
Mayor, Cllr Kenneth Mkhonto and entourage who 
all joined the Minister on a door-to-door consultation 
with the community of Elandshoek who are the direct 
beneficiaries of free digital packages which included a 
decoder, AV Cable, power supply, remote control, RF 
Cable, user manual and quick start and satellite dish 
installed courtesy of Sentech.

To qualify, a household income is R3 500 or less per 
month. All they have to do is visit a local Post Office, 
show and Identity Document and sign the application 
form. They should also have a working television set to 
qualify for a government subsidised TV decoder which 
will be inclusive of TV and radio channels.

This government assistance is available by 

registering at their nearest Post Office, through 
the following link www.stbregistration.gov.za , by 
WhatsApp on 0600 625 458 or by calling 0860 736 832 
for more information.

This was in line with the commitment made to 
Cabinet and the people of South Africa. 

Minister  Ntshavheni emphasised that the revised 
Integrated Broadcast Digital Migration (BDM) and 
Analogue Switch-Off Implementation Plan is still firmly 
on course in South Africa and seek to improve media 
services to the society.

Mpumalanga was scheduled as the fourth province 
to migrate from the old analogue transmitter to the new 
modern digital transmitter.

During this occasion, the leadership called upon 
members of the society to migrate from the old 
analogue to the contemporary digital television. She 
made it clear that this service was meant for indigent 
households.

During her walkabouts through the village at 
Elandshoek, together with EDM’s Jester Sidell, they 
came across wheelchair-bound Mr Mthembu who also 
received a television set. He was spotted by Minister 
Khumbudzo Ntshaveni and EDM executive mayor, 
Jesta Sidell. He was enclosed in his home, but through 
curiosity of its quietness from outside, they knocked and 
discovered the lone Mthembu seated on his wheelchair, 
with no television set in sight.

It was then that Ntshaveni ordered her staff to offer 
him a free set, including the digital connection by 
Sentech.

“I’m beside myself with excitement with these free 
gifts from my government. I’m speechless, but thank 
you once again,” he said.

FREE DIGITAL VIEWING FOR THE 
POOR PLEASES COMMUNITY

BONGANI HLATSHWAYO

WHAT THE PEOPLE SAID:

Mvuselelo Mhlongo who lives with his 
partner in a small shack, was beside 
himself with excitement as he said:

“As an unemployed person, I only had my 
small TV set through which I used to only 
play music and movie videos as I couldn’t 
afford to connect to Dstv which is very 
expensive for us poor communities.
“I positively responded to an invitation 
to attend an information meeting on our 
newly-found digital gifts. I duly registered 
around October last year and boom, it’s 
1 February 2022, I’ve stopped playing 
videos, but am a recipient of a digital gift 
from the government, free of charge.
“I’m at liberty to now watch news and be 
abreast with many issues in our land, 
watch the current AFCON Cup in its closing 
stages and many more. I’m truly happy,” 
he ended.

Mayor and Minister attended to individual 
complaints during the walkabout.

Handing out goody bags.

Councillors Kenneth Mkhonto, speaker Renias Khumalo and Tiny Mabuza at the 
walkabout.

Door to door walkabout by the Minister and Mayor to determine if the system was 
working.

Having a chat with community members during a walkabout are EDM 
executive mayor Jesta Sidell and Minister Khumbudzo Ntshaveni.

Minister tries on the sun hat inside the goody bags they were giving out 
to the community.

Outside Mvuselelo Mhlongo home a protruding digital dish above the shack as Sentech employees 
prepare for delegates visit.
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MBOMBELA - Veteran politician, Peter 
Tsietsi Nyoni, in his earnest appeal to fellow 
members in the province, especially the current 
Provincial Executive Committee members, 
stated that even Jesus Christ once said ‘ if you 
love me, keep my laws’.

Nyoni was referring to the trust of the people 
in reference to leadership success, hence with 
the outcome of the recent local government 
elections, he said: 

“When we fail, the people shut down the 
account. What account? The account of trust. 
The people no longer trust us,” he said point 
blankly.

Speaking under the auspices of the 
Progressive Unity and Renewal Campaign, 
he reiterated on the recent call by the ANC 
in thanking voters for voting the ANC under 
extremely difficult conditions, especially in the 
Mpumalanga Province where the ANC enjoys 
unwavering support in many communities.

He said, in part: “The ANC, as the oldest 
liberation movement in Africa and has inspired 
generations in the Province, the country and 
abroad, might be reduced to a rural party if 
decisive actions are not taken to address the 
challenges of corruption, incompetence and 
gate keeping.

“Its performance in the November 2021 
Local Government Elections, fell below 
its own standards. The performance of the 
province was the worst since the dawn of 
democracy,” he noted.

THIS HE RELATED TO THE LOSS 
OF THE FOLLOWING LOCAL 
MUNICIPALITIES:
    Lekwa Local Municipality to the Rate 
    Payers Association and Independent 
    candidates;
    
    Mkhondo Local Municipality run by 
    independent councillors;
    
    Steve Tshwete Local Municipality, the    
    ANC doesn’t enjoy majority support;
    
    Msukaligwa Local Municipality faced 
    with serious factional battles with certain 
    councillors threatening to resign;
    
    Nkomazi Local Municipality faced with  
    an unresolved challenge of two mayors.

He further added that the current leadership 
lacks ideas, decisive leadership by the PEC, 
including factional manner under which the 
elections campaign was conducted, marred 

by manipulation of lists, all of which failed to 
convince the electorate to vote for the party.

“The PEC’s inability to exercise political 
management or oversight of municipalities 
to ensure that they are managed effectively 
and efficiently, contributed to the loss. It was 
also coupled by its inability to implement 
the Section 106 investigation Reports 
issued by the Department of COGTA 
revealing serious allegations of corruption 
and maladministration against some of 
their members and ANC deployees that are 
perceived to be supporting them, was another 
contributing factor,” he added.

Nyoni said the PEC has been in existence 
since December 2015 on a four-year term as 
per the constitution of the ANC. It has presided 
over the 2016 Local Government Elections, the 
National Elections of 2019 and the 2021 Local 
Government Elections. It is about to redouble 
its term in office, approaching eight years in 
office.

“In whose interests? The constitution 
of the ANC shouts at them that within the 
self-elongated term, they failed to convene 
a Provincial General Council to fill the 
leadership positions left by the election of 
DD Mabuza who is now the Deputy President 
of the ANC and Violet Siwela who is now a 
member of the NEC. They decided to be deaf,” 
he related.

Directing his attack on the PEC, Nyoni 
vehemently stated: “This PEC launched both 
Ehlanzeni and Bohlabela regions, respectively 
knowing very well that it was against the 

constitution of the ANC.
“We had four regions instead of three and 

after we took them to task and ended in court, 
it was then that they decided to disband the 
bogus branches, as well as Bohlabela region 
which, according to the ANC constitution, did 
not exist.

“This PEC has the unique ability to call 
things that do not exist into existence. This 
PEC is a real serial constitutional delinquent. 
All these transgressions happen in the watch of 
NEC members deployed in the province.

“All these matters were sharply raised with 
them in the presence of the PEC. We never 
even got a response from them until today. 
This PEC has failed in whatsoever way to 
observe the adherence to ANC constitutional 
obligations to oversee ANC programs.

“It has failed to properly constitute BGMs 
and BBGMs because of its factional attitude. 
There are still several branches that continue 
to exist outside the new alignment,” Nyoni 
added.

Nyoni revealed that all the troubles by the 
PEC were reported to the NEC deployees in 
the province. An investigation was established 
and the guilty individuals were never charged, 
‘it died a natural death,’

“Many BGMs are disrupted and that is 
orchestrated by the dominant faction within 
the PEC, the Focus faction. The scanning 
mechanism is now operated by at January Che 
Masilela where everything is manipulated in 
favour of the dominant faction called Focus.

“We, therefore, make a clarion call 
appealing to the conscience of the NEC 
leadership to disband the highly factionalized, 
illegitimate, dysfunctional and directionless 
PEC of Mpumalanga which, in its existence, 
continues to undermine the constitution of the 
ANC and continues to be an embarrassment 
not only to the members of the ANC, but to the 
people of the province at large.

“We appeal to the movement to revoke the 
decision to decentralize the QR coding system 
to the province and allow fair a process of 
dealing with disputes arising from the acts of 
the PEC whose mandate expired long time ago.

“We call upon the NEC to constitute an 
interim team of capable comrades that will 
work towards preparing branches of the 
ANC to take their rightful place in the life of 
the organization and take Mpumalanga to a 
democratic and transparent conference.

“If this doesn’t happen, we are prepared to 
call a mother of all marches unprecedented 
in Mpumalanga to the January Che Masilela 
House and lock the offices until our demands 
are met,” concluded Nyoni.

February is a month of love, whereby, 
all lovers under the sun, dedicate their 
unreserved love to each other. It’s 
incidentally my birth month, the 7th, to be 
precise which I celebrated with my family a 
few days – it felt so god to be showered with 
love, gifts and sumptuous meal and I felt a 
bit younger for a change, yet I was growing 
in a big way.

In three days’ time it’s Valentine’s Day on 
the 14th February – I looked around at all 
the people I know who were born during this 
month, are full of love for their loved ones 
and humanity as a whole. How I so wish 
that all who clamour for leadership positions 
could have been born in February, may be 
things would have been a bit different, or at 
least they made February-born persons a part 
of their operations.

We have leadership qualities, given an 
opportunity to lead in whatever sphere in 
society and very loving for that matter. We 
don’t give up on people, no matter how they 
wronged us in whatever way. We’ve got a 
way to fight issues in a diligent manner, not 
aggressively, but understandably so that you 
do not underestimate us in any way because 
we can avenge ourselves in our own selfless 
manner.

I’m mentioning the above because as 
part and parcel of the broader Mpumalanga 
community as a publication, our duty is to 
mediate between the communities and the 
authorities at all times – none of the two 
entities has any hold on us because our 
mission is to foster unity between the two 
entities whilst ensuring that efficient service 
delivery is bestowed upon communities at 
all times.

Some widely interpreted our stance as 
being a mouthpiece of authorities that are 
responsible for service delivery, which is 
not true because our nemesis in the industry, 
who produce meagre stories, do not serve 
the communities at all, but instead promote 
factional attitudes of the different leaders, 
which is dangerous, to say the least.

We are not tainted by anything sinister, 
but are in the business of disseminating 
objective news to all communities without 
pitting one against the other, but foster for 
peace and unity at all times. In fact, we are 
incomparable to the juniorized newsrooms 
across the province, which is our strength 
and cannot be used to destroy organisations 
and personalities.

I wish editors out there should concentrate 
on attracting business to their publications 
and institutions in order to create jobs in the 
media industry and diligently work towards 
retaining such jobs by being professional, 
thus utilizing social media to break news and 
print for more indepth news, a phenomena 
which is working internationally.

Let’s not point fingers, we’re not 
ashamed to be establishing partnerships 
with government institutions because that’s 
where information about service delivery lies 
at and our duty is to take it out there to be 
consumed by communities.

Enter or join any of the factions, then you 
are in trouble. We’re not in trouble with 
anybody, even if it were the DA, EFF, PAC, 
ACDP and any other party in charge, the 
same approach will be utilised because we 
work with the government of the day, not to 
defend its weaknesses.

Politicians out there, the media is not 
there to destroy you, but to correct wrongs, 
it depends on the different companies’ 
approach, but as long as we inform, educate 
and build society at the end of the day, that’s 
what counts.

Enjoy your read.

BONGANI HLATSHWAYO

“IF WE LOVE THE ANC, LET US ALL WITHOUT 
EXCEPTION, KEEP ITS LAWS” - PETER NYONI

Mpumalanga Mirror / February 11, 2022

Peter Tsietsi Nyoni.

ERMELO - MEC for Community 
Safety, Security and Liaison, Vusi 
Shongwe has lauded the cooperation 
between the police and private security 
companies after the police arrested three 
suspects linked to a house robbery that 
happened in the town on 8 February 2022.

He the working together of the 
stakeholders which led to the apprehension 
of the suspects hours after the robbery. 
They were arrested after being cornered at 
Etwatwa in Gauteng Province.

A 47-year-old man was preparing to 
take his child to school when three men 
pounced on them at their residence in 
Ermelo. They held the four people at 
gunpoint, including the child.

The suspects forced the man back into 
the house where cash was demanded.

The victims were tortured with a 
hot clothing iron, while the house was 
ransacked for valuables. The suspects 
reportedly took cash, jewellery, a laptop 
and cellphones.

The suspects fled the scene with their 
loot.

Police at Ermelo and Acsu Security 
Company were notified about the incident 
and the team coordinated their resources 
where, through the assistance of SAPS 
members from Springs, they traced the 
suspects in Etwatwa.

The suspects were found in possession 
of three firearms with ammunition, two 
of the recovered firearms belong to 
the police, while another firearm was 
robbed in Ivory Park. They were also in 
possession of suspected stolen property, 
including cash, a laptop, jewellery and 
cellphones. 

Two vehicles, a Mercedes Benz AMG 
(not reported stolen) as well as an Opel 
Corsa LDV, were also confiscated and 
they will form part of the investigation as 
police believe that these cars may have 
been used in the commission of crime.

The suspects are facing several charges, 
including house robbery, possession of 

firearms and ammunition, possession 
of suspected stolen property and more 
charges could be added. Police cannot 
rule out the possibility of linking the 
suspects committed elsewhere as the 
seized firearms will also undergo forensic 
tests in order to determine whether they 
were not used in the commission of crime 
elsewhere.

Shongwe commended the collaborative 
efforts and the swiftness of the police and 
the security company.

“With such levels of cooperation 
and rapid responding to crime scenes, 
more culprits will be brought to justice. 
Communities’ faith in our security 
agencies will also be greatly enhanced. 
We want all business owners to forge 
closer relations with the police for the 
benefit of our communities and their own 
businesses,” Shongwe ended.

He has also reiterated his call to 
communities to report crime or any 
suspicious activities to the police.

Shongwe hails partnerships between the 
police and private security companies
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MBOMBELA – A young lass, 
Teekayness, real name Thando 
Khensani Silinda, 20, aspiring 
musician and digital creator – 
she’s very talented and yearning 
to attain a musical qualification 
from one of the leading music 
institutions, Berklee College of 
Music in Boston in the USA.

However, big and best things 
are accompanied by a heavy 
price tag, in her case, the 
university requires US$ 60 000, 
an equivalent of more than R1 
million in local currency.

Former students of Berklee 
College of Music include Keith 
Jarret, Pat Metheny, Branford 
Marsalis, Diane Krali, Melissa 

Etheridge, Howard Shone, 
among others.

Teekayness has declared on 
Facebook and other social media 
platforms, where she says: “I 
have been accepted to start 
an Undergraduate program in 
Professional Music at the Berklee 
College of Music in Boston, 
USA.

“This is a very prestigious 
University, and it is an 
opportunity of a lifetime for 
me. I, however, do not have 
the financial capacity to pay 
for my tuition. I have started 
two crowdfunding accounts in 
an attempt to raise some of the 
money myself with your help, if 

you are willing. Your support is 
really appreciated.

“The semester starts in May 
2022, so I have about three 
months to raise funds that I need 
to get started. I am so passionate 
about music and I would not find 
fulfilment in any other career. I 
have started this funding account 
because the annual tuition can get 
up to a maximum  
of US$60 000, an equivalent of 
over R1 million.

“If you would like to extend 
your help beyond this website/
newspaper, please contact me on 
my email:  teekaynessmusic@
gmail.com. Your donation is very 
much appreciated,” she ended.
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TEEKAYNESS NEEDS A MILLION TO REALIZE HER DREAM
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SASOL’S GRADE 12 AWARDS RECOGNISE 
GROWTH IN EDUCATION SECTOR

SECUNDA – Sasol Secunda hosted 
the 27th Grade 12 Awards on Friday 
28 January, 2022, to celebrate the 
achievements of the Grade 12 Class of 
2021. 

The awards ceremony honoured the 
best academic achievers in Mpumalanga 
Province. Awards were handed out to 
learners who obtained between three 
and seven distinctions in their Grade 12 
subjects for the 2021 academic year.

THE SUBJECTS THAT LEARNERS 
RECEIVED AWARDS FOR WERE AS 
FOLLOWS: 

Mathematics, Technical Mathematics, 
Physical Science, Technical Science, 

Life Sciences, Languages, Geography, 
Accounting, Computer Applications 
Technology (CAT), Business Studies, 
Economics, Agriculture, Technology 
and Engineering and Graphics & Design 
(EGD).

Speaking at the event, Simon Baloyi, 
Sasol Senior Vice President: Regional 
Operations and Asset Services said: 
“Investing in education remains one of 
our key strategic imperatives. We believe 
in recognising and rewarding excellence. 
Through these awards we are ensuring 
that those learners who have performed 
exceptionally well in their subjects, are 
rewarded with financial support from 
Sasol for any future studies. Sasol fully 

appreciates the impeccable role 
of educators and parents who 
were instrumental for the success 
of the Grade 12 Class of 2021.”

The award ceremony also 
recognised the Best Educator in 
Math and Physics; Overall Best 

Performing School and Best performing 
Educators in quintile 1 – 3 schools 
for the Science, Engineering and 
Mathematics (STEM) subjects. Sasol 
also awarded 2021’s Most Improved 
School as well as the Top Achievers who 
obtained level six plus in Mathematics 
and Physical Science as well as those 
that achieved seven distinctions.

All the work that is done in the 
education space is guided by the 
Sasol Foundation whose mandate is 
to create impactful change through 
access to quality education that enables 
sustainable economic participation in a 
changing society focused on the learner 
and executing through the school and 
the national government systems and 
Osizweni, a Sasol initiative that provides 
educators and leaners in historically 
disadvantaged communities with 
structures, managed support in Science, 
Engineering and Mathematics (STEM) 
education.

MBOMBELA – Problems faced by 
communities at Home Affairs offices 
throughout the province were brought to 
the fore and tackled face to face with the 
Department of Home Affairs hierarchy 
on Februuary 9.

That was the objective initiative of 
the ANC Chief Whip in the Legislature, 
fidel Mlombo who requested a 
roundtable discussion on the outcry by 
different communities.

The Chief Whip of the Mpumalanga 
Legislature, Fidel Mlombo met with 
the management of Home Affairs in 
Mpumalanga on February 9.

Both parties were locked in the 
boardroom, discussing pertinent 
concerns such as overcrowding, 

management of cases, queueing system, 
waiting long hours, Home Affairs 
services for rural communities far flung 
areas, management of Immigration, 
human resources incapacity and the 
constant breakdown of IT systems.

The purpose of the meeting is that we 
have identified several challenges faced 
with delivering services to our people.

“We believe that Home Affairs is 
supposed to assist the national and 
provincial government to make our 
people’s lives better. We know the 
challenges that are faced by our people 
such as waking up in the early hours 
to queue outside Home Affairs offices. 
Their turn-around time when it comes to 
servicing should be 30 minutes, but in 
this province that is not the case,” said 
Mlombo.

He pointed out that 
his office received 
complaints several 
times. Those led him 
to personally conduct 
an oversight at some 
of the Home Affairs 
offices around the 
province. In worse 
cases. some people are 
even turned away due 
to inefficiency in the 
turn-around time

“During the oversight visits, we 
discovered that the Batho Pele principles 
are not in practice. You will find an 
old woman and the elderly queuing for 
hours until late. There are people living 
with disabilities that also need these 
services. Pregnant women also wait for 
hours on end. 

“Those are some of the key issues that 
we raised with the management. We also 
addressed the IT system issue which 
they need to fix in order to be efficient.”

Under staffing came under the 
spotlight in some offices, particularly the 
Secunda office.

“The Secunda office is supposed to be 
manned by 14 employees but we found 
12 of them. Among the 12 there are two 
managers and the rest divide themselves. 
That causes inefficiency, hence people 
wait long hours and there is lunchtime 
which makes the situation even worse. 
We have all agreed that they will address 
those issues. On March 8, we will meet 
again so that they can brief us on what 
they have done,” said Mlombo.

Meanwhile, Home Affairs Minister, 
Dr Aaron Motsoaledi recently vowed 
to clean up the department. This is after 
a warrant of arrest was issued to the 
Director-General and three other senior 
officials. He said there is no space for 
rogue elements in the department.  

The Chief Whip has met Home Affairs 
management to strengthen service delivery

JABULANE KHUMALO

The learners recognised.

Chief Whip, Fidel Mlombo with Home Affairs management.

Mirror’s Jabulane Khumalo during an interview with the 
Chief Whip.
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HEALTH WELCOMES MEDICAL INTERNS
Medical interns.

Hospital’s management.

Some of the interns seated.

MEC Sasekani Manzini, acting mayor and acting HOD

THE MPUMALANGA DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH WELCOMED 96 MEDICAL 
INTERNS AND 19 PHARMACISTS INTERNS AT ROB FERREIRA HOSPITAL.

Speaking on behalf of the interns, Dr 
Conrad Schmidt said as young medical 
doctors and pharmacists, they delight 
the department to be part of the group 
that will enhance public health care.

“I would like to thank everyone 
for making us feel welcomed. It has 
been a rollercoaster ride for many 
of us. We appreciate the support 
and we I believe that my 
colleagues and I will not 
disappoint you. We 
will not hesitate to 
seek help should 
need arise. The 
purpose is for 
us to learn 
and nobody is 
perfect. Now 
that we are all 
here, I was to 
say I am proud 
of us. The last 
three weeks have 
been challenging. I 
think we are doing a 
great a job and some of 
you have dedicated yourselves 
to long hours. I trust this year will 
exceed everyone’s expectations,” said 
DR Schmidt.

MEC Sasekani Manzini followed 
with a keynote address. She 
commended the student doctors and 
pharmacists for their passion in the 
medical field. It is even more pleasing 
knowing that they will serve their 
communities.

“We know you have worked hard 
to be where you are. We understand 
it was not a straightforward journey. 
You persevered and you are here today 
embarking on an exciting chapter of 
your career. Its is a new dawn that 
comes with a great responsibility that 
requires accountability and strategic 

leadership. You need to uphold the 
professional ethics.

“If you ask me about challenges, 
I would say no matter who you are 
and where you come from, there will 
always be challenges. They are part 
of our lives and there are not meant 
to break us but too for us to learn and 

be better people. You need to thank 
the almighty that you are all 

chosen to serve in this 
profession. We chose 

you to serve God’s 
people and trusted 
you young as 
you are, to come 
and contribute 
towards a very 
important 
sector of our 
economy.”

Since 2019, 
the department 

created 220 more 
internship posts 

from 144. The province 
plans to increase the 

number of posts by 20 more 
posts in the next academic year. This 
is on top of the agenda of the National 
Health Council.

“The Pharmacy internship. We have 
19 posts in the public sector and it is 
a drop in an ocean. Because we have 
a shortage of Pharmacists throughout 
the country, and for all health 
professionals to be fully qualified, they 
need an internship program. As you all 
are about to start with an internship, 
you are welcome in this beautiful 
province where the sun rises. You are 
in the frontline of the battleground of 
this era. You are now the sentinels and 
guardians because of the responsibility 
you have taken to save lives of the 
people of this province.”

Insert, Dr Conrad 
Schmidt.
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This is after the Province had 
successfully hosted several National 
and Provincial Cycling tournaments, 
owing to the good cycling roads and 
the hospitable environment enjoyed by 
the riders.

The championship takes place at the 
scenic Graskop route, which promises 
to be one of the most entertaining 
races of the year. The race will kick off 
on Thursday morning with the Junior 
ladies and will end with the men’s 
masters category aged 50-59. Cyclists 
will vie for top honours as each race 

will end with a prize giving ceremony 
for the various categories contesting 
on the day. 

Distances will vary from 15 
kilometers being the shortest and the 
longest being 179 kilometers. The 
categories also resemble the varying 
demographics of our country, which 
include juniors, veterans, masters and 
cyclists with disabilities.

The cycling route will be open for 
other users during the weekend, 
however, roads will be temporarily 
closed when cyclists are approaching 

or where there’s a need. Roads to 
be affected will be the R532 Blyde 
to God’s Window and R527 Blyde 
Wildfire Estate to Graskop.

The Mpumalanga Department of 
Culture, Sport and Recreation, in 
partnership with the Mpumalanga 
Cycling Union, are encouraging 
spectators to come in their numbers 
and enjoy a sun-filled weekend in the 
province.

“We are looking forward to hosting 
another successful Cycling Tour as  
 

preparations are now in the final  
stages. The support we are getting 
from our sister departments and other 
stakeholders gives us a clear sign the 
weekend is going to be a success. 

“This is an event that caters to 
everyone. With previous cycling tours 
in the area, we are surely going to see 
sweat and tears of joy as cyclists try 
to conquer the taxing inclines and the 
elation that follows across the finish 
line,” said department’s spokesperson, 
Sibongile Nkosi.

MPUMALANGA HOSTS THE  
SA CYCLING CHAMPIONSHIP 
FROM FEBRUARY 9 TO 13


