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MBOMBELA - Out of 66 758 matric 
candidates in the province, Kgothatso 
Mphaka came out as the top learner. 

Mphaka, a former learner at 
KwaMhlanga Secondary School, recalled 
how she bagged seven distinctions simply 
revealing that she had to stay away from 
social media for a year. 

“Television and social media can really 
be distracting, which is why I chose to 
keep away from those. I did not completely 
cut ties with social media because I had 
to communicate with my teachers and 
classmates. I found that ground as to when 
I should access it,”  
she said. 

She obtained seven distinctions for 
her subjects which include English First 
Additional Language, Isindebele Home 
Language, Mathematics, Physical Science, 
Accounting, Life Sciences and Life 
Orientation. She was also awarded for best 
learner nationally in Quintile 2 schools. 

Despite classes being interrupted due to 
the Covid-19 pandemic in 2020, she said it 
helped her prepare for matric, especially to 
manage time. 

“It was not a good thing not going to 
school while I was in grade 11, but that 
taught me a lot. I knew I had to complete 
the syllabus even though our teachers were 
not there. 

“It taught me self- discipline as an 
individual because I was able to separate 
myself from things that would end up 
distracting me.”

She further encouraged the Class 
of 2022 to ensure they have a positive 
mentality and to empower themselves in 
every way possible. 

Asked how she felt about being the top 
learner, she admitted she had not expected 
the prizes which include a bursary which 
will come in handy as she plans to study 
medicine at the University of Cape Town. 

Her other prizes include a brand new 
car, over R30 000 in cash from various 
stakeholders, a tablet and data for  
24 months, a laptop, luggage bag, bar 

fridge and other items. 
Her mother, Dinah Ndazi Mahlangu 

accompanied her officiating at the results 
announcement ceremony at the University 
of Mpumalanga, Premier Refilwe 
Mtshweni-Tsipane said: “I am reminded of 
the New Year message by His Excellency 
President Cyril Ramaphosa. Key to his 
message was the clarion call to work 
together to create united and inclusive 
communities that will birth our renewal as 
a nation and trajectory towards sustainable 
post-covid reality.

“The names of the cohort of learners 
shall be written in the annals of history as 
the biggest group registered to write the 
National Senior Certificate examinations 
in our Province since the advent of our 
democratic dispensation.

“It is encouraging to note that since 
2012, the Province has not reported an 
overall pass rate below 70%. 21 044 
candidates obtained Bachelor passes, 
which opens doors for them to further their 

MBOMBELA - A total of 89 passengers died, 
while 60 drivers were killed, according to the 
Festive Road Crash Statistics released by MEC  
for Community Safety, Security and Liaison,  
Vusi Shongwe.

About 37 pedestrians also lost their lives as 
compared to 2020-21’s 41. 

Nkangala District has contributed about 73 
fatalities, followed by Ehlanzeni and Gert Sibande 
districts with 61 and 55 deaths, respectively. 

For the period under review, most of the fatalities 
were as a result of head-on collisions, with the 
province recording about 41 head-on collisions and 
about 48 people were fatally wounded as compared 
to last year’s 19 fatalities.

Other crash types that resulted in deaths, serious 
and slight injuries include sideswipes, vehicles 
losing control and overturning among others. Some 
of the roads that contributed with the most number 
of fatal crashes include N4, R573, R38, R544, R23, 
R40, N2 and some identified municipal roads. 

According to Shongwe: “The report on the 
Festive Season crashes, fatalities and injuries 
clearly indicates that we still have a long way 
towards making our roads safer. We remain 
committed to achieving that goal.

“That is why we are calling on all our traffic 
law enforcement and police officials to remain 
undeterred in their quest to pursue recklessness and 
negligent drivers on our roads. We also commend 
all the drivers who continue to use the road 
cautiously, had it not been for them, the situation 
could have been worse,” he stated.

The Festive Season was between 1 December 
2021 and 11 January 2022, and during that that 
period, the province recorded 189 fatalities as 
compared to 142 fatalities that were recorded 
during the same period last year. About 427 people 
sustained serious injuries and during last year’s 
holidays, there were 329 people who were seriously 
injured in the crashes across the province.  

“One death is one too many, that is why these 
figures should not discourage, but should spur us on 
to work even harder in order to drastically reduce 
loss of lives resulting from crashes on our roads. 
This means we have to tighten and redouble our 
efforts towards making our roads safer. 

“On the other hand, we applaud our traffic 
officers and all law enforcement agencies for the 
work that they did during the holiday season. 
At least 30 106 fines were issued to motorists for 
different violations during the period under review. 

“Traffic officers were deployed to conduct 
operations in identified routes to ensure safety and 
compliance on the rules. Over 160 000 vehicles 
were stopped and checked during the operations. 
About 74 647 vehicles were went through various 
weighbridges across the province.

“Out of the 30 106 fines that were also issued, 
776 were for overloading goods, and 360 for 
overloading passengers. Summonses were also 
issued for offences ranging from excessive speeding, 
driving without proper or valid documentation, 
driving a vehicle that is without proper or valid 
documentation, overtaking on barrier line, violating 
road traffic signs, stopping on freeway to using 
cellphones whilst driving,” Shongwe noted. 

A total 93 motorists were arrested, of which 70 
had warrants that were executed for them and 
the others for different violations such as driving 
under the influence of alcohol, exceeding speed 
limit, reckless and negligence driving, driving 
without operating permits and driving with false 
documentation. 

“We once more extend our heartfelt condolences 
to the families and friends who lost their loved ones 
during the holidays, we also wish all those who are 
injured, a speedy recovery,” concluded Shongwe.

YOLISWA KHUMALO

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

73.6% OVERALL 
- 6TH POSITION - 0.1% DECLINE
KGOTHATSO IS THE BEST!! TOP LEARNER IS DESTINED 
FOR THE UNIVERSITY OF CAPE TOWN TO COMMENCE 
HER MEDICAL STUDIES

Slight increase in 
road fatalities during 
the Festive Season

Kgothatso Mphaka (second from left) is flanked by her mother,  Dinah and Premier Refilwe Mtshweni-Tsipane and she was 
handed over keys to her brand new car.
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studies in Institutions of higher learning. This 
figure represents 31.5% of the 2021 cohort of 
matriculants, which is an improvement of 1.1% 
compared with the 30.4% in 2020.

“Ehlanzeni District recorded the highest 
pass rae compared to the two other Districts by 
registering 75.6% as compared to 74.5% in 2020. 
This constitutes a 1.15 improvement and it is the 
only district that performed above the Provincial 
average.

“Bohlabela recorded 74.2% as compared to 
74.6% for 2020, a decline of 0.4%. Nkangala and 
Gert Sibande districts both obtained 72.2%. In 
terms of municipal performance, Steve Tshwete 
Local Municipality recorded a pass rate that far 
surpassed all the 17 local municipalities with 
82.2%.

“Top five local municipalities were Steve 
Tshwete, Thaba Chweu, Emalahleni, Chief Albert 
Luthuli and Dipaleseng. Circuit performance, out 
of 71 circuits,  
Mbombela is the overall best circuit with  
a 91.4% pass rate.

“The top 10 performing circuits were 
Mbombela, Steve Tshwete 03, Msukaligwa 02, 
White Hazy 01, Dundonald, Emalahleni 01, 
Thulamahashe, Mpuluzi, Steve Tshwete 01 and 
Dwarslop.

“Our statistics show us that more female 
learners passed Grade 12 compared to their male 
counterparts. There were  
49 133 learners who passed Grade 12 and 26 
918 of them are girls, hence even the top learner, 
Kgothatso Mphaka is a girl.

“We are encouraged by this outcome and 

commitment of the girl child towards acquiring 
education and as a government, we will continue 
to support them. 

“I implore all those who have not succeeded, 
not to lose hope, we will afford them a second 
chance through the second chance programme.

“To the achievers, your achievements have a 
direct correlation with the effort you have put 
in. As you take steps towards adulthood, be 
reminded that your circumstances are a result of 
what you choose to invest your  

time in.
“Always remember that no one else, but you, is 

responsible for your future. Government can only 
create an enabling environment for you to thrive. 
So you have to put in the work, feed your  
focus and starve your distractions,” ended 
Mtsweni-Tsipane.

PRIZE FIT FOR A TOP ACHIEVER as Kgothatso Mphaka from KwaMhlanga Secondary School 
receives the keys to her brand new car from Premier Refilwe Mtshweni-Tsipane.

Read more on our website:
www.mpmirroronline.co.za

PUBLIC NOTICE: WARD COMMITTEE ESTABLISHMENT

Notice is hereby given in terms of Section 73 of the Municipal Structures Act 117 of 1998 that municipalities must establish 
a ward committee for each ward within 120 days after the election of the new council.

The guidelines for the establishment of ward committees which are available for viewing during office hours (08:00 – 
16.15) at the Head Office, A2601/3 Bongimfundo Street, Siyabuswa, Mathanjane & Mbibane Unit Offices or the municipal 
website, www.moroka.gov.za. These guidelines will assist the community in understanding as to what is expected from 
them in the process of Ward Committees’ establishment.

The Establishment of Ward Committees will commence on from the 1st February 2022 – 15 February 2022 within your 
respective wards. A detailed programme that comprises the date, venue and time of the establishment can be obtained 
from the Public Participation and Speaker’s Office at Head Office (Siyabuswa) and Mbibane and Mathanjane Unit Offices.

For more information contact Mr BS Magoele the Assistant Manager: Public Participation on magoeleb@moroka.gov.za 
and on 013 973 1101 during working hours.

ACTING MUNICIPAL MANAGER
MR BM MHLANGA
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MBOMBELA - In its 12th year in search 
for a new queen, Miss Mpumalanga has been 
experiencing a new trend of attracting learned 
contestants, two years, consecutively.

This surfaced during the most recent 
auditions held on Thursday 13 January 2021 at 
the Emnotweni Sun Hotel, whereby, the judges 
had a tough time trimming down the number 
from 30 semi-finalists down to the Top 10.

The Top 10 comprises of Buhle Malinga, 
Buhle Mokwena, Kholeka Mokoena, Lerato 
Nogabe, Lindela mlambo, Lungile Fakude, 
Nontando Shivite, Nqobile Mbatha, Zinhle 
Makhubu and Zoliswa Mlombo.

According to Mzimari Productions CEO, 

Gugu Nyarenda: “The gratifying factor the past 
two years is initial auditions were conducted 
virtually, in which each contestant submitted 
an introductory video of herself and we went 
through them to choose the Top 30, then 
handed them over to the judges.

“We’ve realized that the online search for 
a queen has yielded positive results, in that it 
has attracted quality girls, also based on the 
likes of Kebalepile Ramafoko and last year’s 
queen, Claude Mashego, a qualified medical 
doctor, including educationist, Ntandoyenkosi 
Kunene.

“They want to emulate them being beauties 
and professionals, at the same time, others are 

are completing their studies at various tertiary 
institutions. That’s quality at its best and has 
certainly raised the bar, that’s how it is in order 
to fulfill our objective in developing a girl 
child with quality queens in the offing,” said 
Nyarenda.

The Top 10 are raring to go for it as they 
engaged in a photo-shoot session the next 
morning in readiness to market themselves 
through online voting for Miss Photogenic. 
They will also be engaged in some of their 
sponsor’s, the Mpumalanga Economic 
Regulator (MER) during the next two months.

They are due to meet the panel of judges 
headed by Editor Bongani Hlatshwayo, Media 

practitioner Tumi Mdluli, businessman Billy 
Brown and former Miss Mpumalanga 2017 
queen, Geraldine Williams on 7 April 2022 for 
pre-judging and the crowning ceremony takes 
place on Saturday 9 April 2022.

“I’m praying hard that the country remains 
at Level 1 so that we can return to our big 
crowd events instead of the invited guests only 
events we’ve been experiencing since 2020.

“We want that vibe back in our crowning 
events, but we’ll still adhere to the National 
Disaster Rules and Regulations. There’s a 
superstar performer lined up already, but it will 
be revealed closer to the crowning ceremony,” 
promised Nyarenda.

SUPER TOP 10 LINE-UP 
FOR MISS MPUMALANGA

Lindela Mlambo, Nontando Shivita, Lerato Nogabe, Lungile Fakude, Buhle Mokoena, Nqobile Mbatha, Zinhle Makhubo, Kholeka Khumalo, Buhle Malinga and Zoliswa Mlombo.

Volkswagen polo drivers are the worst, a study confirms
Volkswagen Polo, Toyota Hilux and Toyota 

Quantum are the vehicle models mostly 
involved in fatal crashes in South Africa 
and account for the highest number speed 
infringement fines issued, a study conducted 
by the Road Traffic Management Corporation 
has revealed.

A baseline study – titled South African Fatal 
Crashes in Context - which was published 

last month, analysed fatal crash data from 
1 October 2017 to 30 June 2021 a period 
of 3.8 years. It also analysed Aarto speed 
infringement data from 1 January 2019 to 20 
June 2021, a period of 2.5 years.

A total of 48 330 vehicles were involved in 
37 583 fatal crashes with 45 232 deaths during 
the period according to data on the Road 
Traffic Management Corporation’s national 

crash data management system.
An analysis of the top 20 vehicle models 

involved in fatal crashes showed that the 
Volkswagen Polo, Toyota Hilux and Toyota 
Quantum were involved in 43.2% of fatal 
crashes.

The Volkswagen Polo came out on top, 
with a contribution of 16.7% of all fatal 
crashes, confirming what many South Africans 

have long suspected. It was followed 
closely by the Toyota Hilux which was 
involved in 14.2% of fatal crashes and the 
Toyota Quantum with a recorded 12.2% 
involvement in fatal crashes.

These three vehicle models also 
accounted for the highest number of Aarto 
speed infringement fines issued by the 
Johannesburg Metro Police Department, 
Tshwane Metro Police Department, the 
Gauteng Department of Community Safety, 
and the National Traffic Police.

A total of 35% of speed infringement 
fines were issued to these three vehicle 
models in the period under review even 
though they constituted 33% of the total  
vehicle population.

The high number of speed infringements 

committed by public transport type of vehicles 
such as the Toyota Quantum is unacceptable 
and needs to be addressed.

Although it is expected that public transport 
vehicles will be involved in crashes because 
they are on the road on a semi-full-time basis 
and travel more million vehicle kilometres 
compared to other vehicle models, their 
contribution to fatalities remains unacceptably 
high considering that they constitute a mere 
3.3% of the total vehicle population.

Here is the top 20 list of vehicle make and 
model with the highest contribution to fatal 
crashes and speed infringements and their 
representation in the total vehicle population.

The study also found that Volkswagen Polo 
and Toyota Quantum vehicles aged between 
5-10 years were involved in most fatal crashes 
when ranked by the grouping of vehicle make, 
model and age.

The report will inform further research that 
will provide input towards reducing death and 
injuries because of road crashes.

The full report is available on the 
RTMC website www.rtmc.co.za
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CASTEEL – Learners at Ben Matlose High 
School received a welcome relief during 
schools’ opening when the Speaker of the 
Legislature, Makhosazana Masilela restored 
the school’s dignity by replacing  a stolen 
roof of a block of classes that was stolen in 
January last year. 

“The learners that will be getting the 
uniform today, even if they can forget your 
name but they will never forget your gesture, 
continue to do the good work,” said Dr 
Khathu Mkhomola, a representative from the 
Department of Education in Mpumalanga 
during a hand-over of school uniform to 30 
learners.

Ben Matloshe High School is a Quintile 
1 school with 553 learners. Although it is in 
a deep rural area of the municipality and it 
has not achieved 80% in grade 12 results, the 
School Governing Body revealed that most 
learners are from child-headed families.

However, the school is also faced with high 
pregnancy rate and absenteeism.

Mr Ndimande, the School Principal 
thanked the Legislature for restoring the 
dignity of the learners.

Executive Mayor of Bushbuckridge 
Local Municipality, Cllr Sylvia Nxumalo 
appreciated the donation by the Legislature 
and she emphasized that the donation is in 
support of education.

She further encouraged learners to focus on 
their studies.

“As a nation, we await the contribution of 
your skills and attributes which are necessary 
for the building of an advancing economy and 
nation. We patiently await the new generation 
that is well educated, skilled, hardworking 
youth who further inculcate our nation’s value 
of humility and self-respect,“ said Speaker 
Makhosazane Masilela during her keynote 
address.

“The lives of the learners will never be 
the same because of the little gift we are 

contributing to the school. We appreciate 
the work that is done at the school by the 
school principal, teachers, SGB and learners. 
I appreciate the high pass rate in grade 12, it 
clearly shows that there is co-operation in this 
school,” she further added.

“I am relieved and delighted to benefit 
from the Legislature since I had one set of 
uniform,“ said Thakgafatso Mashala, a grade 
12 learner who lives with her unemployed 
mother and three other siblings.

My first take for the new year is 
influenced by the reality as expressed 
by President Cyril Ramaphosa’s 
speech during the January 8 Statement, 
whereby, he admitted that the 
organisation had foresaken the people 
that it represents and constitutes of 
as an organisation of the people that 
supposedly constitutes a government 
for the people by the people - yet they’d 
long foregone that stance as it began 
manifesting itself through the polls for 
many years, undetected and literally 
ignored by the ruling party.

Deputy President David Mabuza has 
said it during the last election campaign 
that the party has shifted its attention 
away from the people and needed to 
return to the people in order to redeem 
themselves.

That was a mouthful coming from 
him because him, personally, his rise 
to the top was people based as he left 
landmarks in the province, which are yet 
to be matched and remain unchallenged.

Cosatu President, Zingisa Losi and 
the SACP General Secretary, Blade 
Nzimande came out guns blazing, 
drumming out the same message of 
returning to the core and reclaiming their 
stance as the ruling party.

But my disappointment lies in the fact 
that after the local government elections, 
there was little or no change in the local 
government leadership after we’d been 
promised a better and more refined 
leadership - it’s back to the same faces 
we’ve been seeing, but it’s always said: 
the taste is in the pudding.

That literally means they have to 
drastically change the way they executed 
their delivery of services to the people, 
this time around and it has to be visible, 
too.

It’s been two months now since the 
elections, we need some action and it 
will be only visible if they invite us 
the media to showcase it - we’re still 
waiting…..

I’m worried sick because shortly 
after the local government elections, 
we’re now faced with the leadership 
struggle for positions in the provincial 
conference that’s been stalled for far 
too long. At the same time, there’s the 
national conference to test Ramaphosa’s 
strength if he can retain a second term.

With these two political events in 
the offing, the people on the ground 
should not suffer in the process - deliver 
services unto the people because 
that was undoing during the local 
government elections.

BONGANI HLATSHWAYO

Takheni cleanses youth from drug addiction
KANYAMAZANE - Youngsters 

battling with substance abuse will soon 
turn over a new leaf after seeking help 
from the Takheni Rehabilitation Centre.  

Founder of Takheni, Blessing Lubisi 
and his mother, opened the doors of their 
home to people who would come for 
meals daily until they felt they could do 
more by helping those using drugs to beat 
their addiction. 

The centre currently accommodates 
males of various ages who are monitored 
under a rehabilitation program. 

“There are boys as young as 16 years 
old who are tired of smoking drugs and 
want to better their lives,” says recovered 

addict, Irvin Mashile. 
Mashile was approached by Blessing 

to help turn his life around and he did not 
let the opportunity slip. With a technical 
financial accounting qualification and 
confectionary skills, he had to make wise 
decisions for his future. 

“I have a practice number and I am 
skilled, but I found myself in the streets 
stealing and selling things and at times, 
in jail for petty crimes, just to feed my 
habit.”

He confidently says he looks up to 
Blessing as he has never been an alcoholic 
or smoked a cigarette in his entire life. He 
has since been given a position of being 
an administrator at the centre. 

He says with the assistance of a local 
doctor, the boys are able to have access 

to medication, drug testing and social 
services, among others. Despite not being 
able to accommodate a large number, 
including girls, due to limited space, they 
are grateful to good samaritans who have 
assisted since the rehabilitation center was 
established. 

Among those are Member of the 
Provincial Legislature, Jeaneth Thabethe, 
who has adopted the centre. 

“My wish is to see these young men 
bringing positivity to society and for 
others to learn from them. If there 
could be a bigger place available and 
more resources to help shape them into 
responsible citizens,” says Thabethe. 

To get in touch with the centre contact: 
0711819432 or 0723937709 or email 
to: takhelenirehabcentre01@gmail.com

YOLISWA KHUMALO
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Bushbuckridge Local Municipality’s 
executive mayor, Cllr Sylvia Nxumalo 
and her classmate for the day, 
Legislature Speaker, Makhosazana 
Masilela.

Learners listening attentively to the executie 
mayor and the speaker.

Member of the Legislature, Jeaneth Thabethe surrounded by members at Takheni Rehab Centre.

SPEAKER AND MAYOR BRING SPEAKER AND MAYOR BRING 
RELIEF TO LOCAL SCHOOLRELIEF TO LOCAL SCHOOL
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In her opening remarks, MEC Sasekani 
Manzini indicated that she’s glad that the 
community of Mpumalanga is still alive 
and kicking in the New Year, 2022, despite 
the hardships faced of the coronavirus 
pandemic and other ailments affecting 
the communities all over Mpumalanga 
Province.

During the past year, the provincial 
department of Health, under her command, 
has been up and about, ensuring that as 
many people as possible conformed to 
the vigorous vaccination drive results in 
multitudes being vaccinated, eventually.

What is the state of the vaccination 
drives in the province?

“Our vaccination drive initiatives have 
been rolled out in a very big way, to an 
extent that even the Premier Refilwe 
Mtshweni-Tsipane and her team, joined 
the initiative and led from the front. This 
initiative also drew in the entire Cabinet 
Members who, in their own programmes, 
had to include the vaccine drive.

“We strode from different taxi 
ranks, accompanied by the various taxi 
associations within the three Districts 
which included Nkangala, Ehlanzeni and 
Gert Sibande throughout the 17 local 
municipalities.

“We drew in ministers of religion 
who, through their churches’ worship 
programmes, included motivations for their 
individual congregants to get vaccinated. 
We also had the joy of also being joined 
by traditional leaders, who also spread the 
word to have as many people vaccinated.

“I must indicated, therefore, that we 
haven’t reached our target of 70 percent 
of vaccinated people in the province at 
this stage of our initiative. I must sincerely 
thank all of those who have heeded our 
call to vaccinate and I must indicate that 
the vaccinated ones will be able to protect 
themselves and their families not to be 
affected and infected by this pandemic.

“I’m glad that the community is 
responding to our call to vaccinate at the 
various areas we visit and have set up 
vaccine sites. Although it’s at a slow pace, 
which is a case with a new phenomenon, 
but eventually they will get used to it.”

What are the current statistics of 
vaccinated people in all the areas you 
have visited across the province?

“As of 23 January 2022, 1.1 million had 
been vaccinated, which is 39.4% of people 
vaccinated thus far, which doesn’t include 
the 12 to 3-year-olds, it only includes the 

18 years and above group. The breakdown 
of the current vaccinated group, led by the 
Ehlanzeni with 547 889 at 48.3% vaccinated 
people thus far; Gert Sibande is number 
two with 210 126 at 28.8% then the last one 
Nkangala at 365 00 vaccinated at 22.3%.

“In essence, Nkangala surpasses Gert 
Sibande, but in terms of population density, 
it has more people, hence it stands at 
number three. We’ve also realised that local 
municipalities have exerted themselves 
deeply in the vaccine drive. Bushbuckridge, 
for instance has exerted themselves at 166 
000 which is 49.9%, basically standing at 50 
percent of vaccinated people in that area.

“Govan Mbeki is number two with 
139 684 people vaccinated. This is where 
we stand at the moment although there 
are other local municipalities who are 
performing below par like at Mkhondo 
Local Municipality which stands at 
about 16 000, a very low figure, indeed. 
Thembisile Hani Local Municipality with 
67 057 vaccinated people only which is only 
23.4%.

“Such low figures are an indication that 
they are not dedicated to the drive, but 
what seems to motivate us is that the 60 
years and above group of senior citizens 
whom we started with are a vulnerable 
group who succumb easily to ailments,  
210 705 which is 55.21% of elderly people 
that have vaccinated in the whole province, 
but there is quite a large number that still 

need to be vaccinated, too.
“The senior citizens are closely followed 

by the 50-59 years group who have 
vaccinated tremendously at around 59%, 
which means that group still has to come 
forward to vaccinate, too. The 35-49 year 
old group is the worst group in terms 
of not coming forward to vaccinate. We 
only vaccinated a paltry 300 000 only, yet 
we were looking forward to more than a 
million people to be vaccinated – it’s only 
29% of them vaccinated thus far.

“18-34 years group with 417 000 
vaccinated that constitutes about 43.3% 
of them thus far. What’s motivating is that 
the 12-17 year group has started streaming 
in thus far. This, in a nutshell, is how our 
statistics stand thus far in our vaccination 
drive in ensuring that communities are 
protected from the pandemic. The objective 
is for them to utilise the vaccines so that 
should they get infected, they shouldn’t 
die.”

What is the importance of getting 
vaccinated?

“As a province, we have been motivated 
by the President’s Voomah Vaccination 
Campaign which has assisted us 
tremendously to accelerate our campaigns. 
When the President announced the 
campaign, he indicated that it will be led 
from the office of the premier, mayors 
and MECs, too. It assisted us because we 

were no longer the only sector tackling the 
pandemic, but all stakeholders got involved.

“The message travelled faster because 
as soon as we announced that it was a 
Voomah Vaccination Weekend, everybody 
understood what it really meant for the 
country. It pushed even those who weren’t 
vaccinated, to go for it, too. As a province, 
we extended the weekend campaigns even if 
they weren’t the official ones.

“We were able to vaccinate 47 566 on 
those extra weekends we embarked upon. 
That programme assisted us a lot in that 
we found it easier to work along with other 
stakeholders. We were able to create a vibe 
that was on everybody’s lips to an extent 
that it automatically pushed individuals to 
go voluntarily to be vaccinated out of guilt.

“If you look at the Fourth Wave trend, it 
resulted even in young kids being admitted 
through being affected by flu, but it wasn’t 
a serious type of flu because many people 
have been vaccinated. This scenario 
brought to the fore a realization among the 
unvaccinated to see reason enough to get 
vaccinated, too.”

What is your response to the recent 
visit to the North West by the Minister 
of Health, Dr Joe Phaahla pertaining to 
the Fourth Wave?

“It emerged that the Fourth Wave 
was more manageable because its cases 
were admitted to normal wards, not in 
isolation as it happened in the Second 
and Third Wave. The reason being that 
there were less deaths due to the pandemic 
because as a country we have begun 
to master preventative measure and 
more importantly, driving people to be 
vaccinated, hence we managed it very well.’

Would we see a situation, whereby, face 
masks are no longer worn in public?

“I cannot divulge such information 
because we are guided by scientific and 
medical experts who will advise us on the 
issue of face masks, whether they are no 
longer needed or we stay with them. The 
fact that are statistics are decreasing is also 
compounded by the fact that we continue 
using face masks in public places. Should 
we dare take a decision to remove them, we 
will see figures rising tremendously.

“We will stick to the guidelines of our 
laid out by our experts to keep on wearing 
face masks. There is nothing suggesting 
that we should stop using face masks. We 
will continue wearing face masks which 
are contributory factors in the reduction of 
infections in our communities,” concluded 
MEC Manzini.

COVID-19 VACCINATIONS CONTINUE, 
NO MATTER WHAT – MEC MANZINI

Some learners queuing to get their vaccine shots at the Assegaai Revival Center.

“WE HAVEN’T REACHED OUR TARGETED 70% OF VACCINATED PEOPLE 
YET AND WE WILL CONTINUE WEARING FACE MASKS, TOO”

One of the vaccination drives in the Mkhondo Local Municipality.
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ELUKWATINI – One of the most dedicated 
police officers in the province, Colonel Beauty 
Marivate, is no more, having died in the line 
of duty, pursuing criminals, as she was always 
hands-on in directly fighting crime in her area 
of command as the Station Commander of 
Elukwatini Police Station.

Her death did not go unnoticed, as it was 
felt deep inside by a number of mourners 
that descended at the Elukwatini Stadium 
which included her family, injured husband, 
Charles Marivate, a retired police officer 
who had accompanied his wife on the fateful 
day, responding to a business robbery – both 
husband and wife nearly survived the onslaught 
by the criminals, but Colonel Beauty Marivate 
later succumbed to her injuries on her hospital 
bed.

Mourners included her children, who all 
stood next to the eldest on the podium, weeping 
uncontrollably as the eldest, read out their 
farewell message to a mother they all loved and 
adored and had been robbed off by criminal 
elements within their own community.

Their sombre message read thus: “She has 
over compensated for people for anything, 
but in vain. For all her children, our mother 
has always loved and catered for each and 
everyone, according to our needs.

“Mama had a beautiful soul which touched 
many souls, whether they liked it or not. She 
so loved her community, hence she started her 
netball team with the soul aim of improving 
young girls’ lives through this sport.

“My hope is that this becomes a reality. 
Our mother’s fighting spirit exceeded our 

withstanding. Mother was strong, one of the 
strongest women I will ever know. She invested 
so much in life, but it was thrown in her face in 
the end.

“Mother was tough, she fought battles 
against toughest soldiers like there was nothing. 
Even when our mother faced death, she fought. 
In all the fights she fought, not once did my 
mother cry. That could only tell how strong she 
was, despite the pain she was in at the end.

“On the hospital bed, she was smiling and 
said: Oh, you are here my child. I love you so 
much my children and repeatedly told me that. 
I believe God had a reason to clinch her away 
from us and let me be by her bedside.

“This woman here, fought until her last 
breadth. I know she fought for us, her family 
and this community. Not forgetting the pressure 
she always got, to fight criminals. She did her 
level best to restore peace in this community 
again.

“She used to say: Bantfu bangitsatsa 
kancane(people undermine me), but see 
what happened today, she is proving to 
everyone how special she really was. More 
than anything else, our mother loved our 
children.
“She showered her grandchildren with love 
and loved them so much to an extent that 
her love is imprinted in them and I so wish 
that they grow and know how much of a 
legend their grandmother was.
“Mama once said, if she were to pass on, 
she would be worried about me, out of all 
her five children, but today, I say to you 
mum, do not worry, may your beautiful soul 
rest in peace,” she ended to much sobbing 
from herself and her siblings.

A SOMBRE FAREWELL FOR COLONEL BEAUTY MARIVATEA SOMBRE FAREWELL FOR COLONEL BEAUTY MARIVATE
BONGANI HLATSHWAYO
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In true SAPS tradition Col Beauty Marivate is led out in sombre mood from the Elukwatini 
Stadium to her final resting place.

The late Marivate’s children paying tribute to their mother.

Wetlands suffer due to human activities
World Wetlands Day is celebrated 

annually on 2 February, and it aims to 
raise global awareness about the vital role 
of wetlands for people and the planet.  The 
day also marks the date of the adoption 
of the Convention on Wetlands on 2 
February 1971.

”Wetland action for people and nature”, 
is the theme for World Wetlands Day 
2022, and it appeals for investments in 
a form of financial, human and political 
capital to save the world’s wetlands from 
disappearing, and to restore those already 
degraded.

The province of Mpumalanga is blessed 
with both Grass and Wetlands region, 
a birding paradise, the Gert Sibande 
District.  Of course, wetlands are also 
found in the Lowveld region of the 
province, most of which are under threat 
due to invasion by humans, leading to 
their degradation.

Did you know that 35% of global 
wetlands have been lost in the last 55 

years, while the Mediterranean region 
has lost 50% of its natural wetlands since 
1970?  Unfortunately, human beings 
continue to destroy them.  Managing 
wetlands is a global challenge.  Reaching 
proper management and protection 
of these areas requires complex 
interventions. 

The first step to protect these 
areas is to raise awareness of their 
characteristics, their importance, and 
their fragility.  Despite their importance, 
these areas are often undervalued by 
communities.  Those communities, 
institutions, NGOs, and private sector are 
fundamental stakeholders. therefore, 
effective involvement and participation 
support collective decision-making for 
protecting wetlands and securing their 
sustainable  management against future 
threats.

Conserving wetlands is a complex 
process that demands a multidisciplinary 
approach, sharing knowledge and 
information, strengthen institutional 
weaknesses, build capacity and 
responsibility of all stakeholders 

to manage and conserve wetlands 
sustainably.

Rivers, lakes, wetlands, the sea, and 
more in general water, are global assets, 
not properties of a single country.  They 
are interconnected.  Knowledge and 
public awareness, inclusivity, cooperation, 
nature-based solutions and sustainable 
development, including integrated water 
resources management, should be part of 
the framework for tailored management 
and lasting solutions.  I therefore make a 
call to every individual in communities 
to be part of a variety of events aimed 
at raising awareness such lectures, 
seminars, nature walks, children’s art 
contests,  community clean-ups, including 
participating in radio talk shows and 
writing newspaper opinion pieces on this 
subject as part of their contribution against 
this scourge. The bottom line is that we 
need wetlands and wetlands need us.

Pamela Ntuli is a Chief Director 
for Environmental Affairs in the 
Mpumalanga Department of Agriculture, 
Rural Development, Land and 
Environmental Affairs.

PAMELA NTULI

Pamela Ntuli.
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KANYAMAZANE - After struggling to 
find employment after completing his tertiary 
studies, Innocent Mabuza remembered how 
his late grandmother made a living by planting 
vegetables and selling them in the community.

He bought his first stock with all his NSFAS 
savings after job hunting for a long time, with 
no luck. It reignited his passion for ploughing 
vegetables. 

Innocent Mabuza started his backyard 
vegetable garden. He returned from Gauteng in 
2017 after dropping out from the University of 
Johannesburg, where he was studying towards 
a Transport Management diploma. 

Mabuza has been selling fruit and vegetables 
at his stall outside KaNyamazane Complex 
and never looked back since. He employed 
three young people to assist him in his growing 
business and company, Green Earth.

“My grandmother used to plough sweet 

potatoes and other vegetables. She also 
had her own stall and sold her produce. 
Unfortunately, she fell ill in 2004 and could no 
longer continue.

“I was about six or seven years old. We 
started selling for her with my brother and we 
could make ends meet. It was a proud moment 
for all of us. She told me that when I grow 
up, I’ll be able to buy a car if I use my money 
wisely by carrying on her legacy on. I feel as 
though she predicted my future and here am I 
today.”

Mabuza says growing up in a disadvantaged 
background shaped him to 
be what he is today. After his 
grandmother passed on, the 
business discontinued. He started 
selling snacks and sweets at 
school so that he could buy 
uniforms and shoes. Little did he 
know his grandmother instilled 
entrepreneurial skills and he 
would create jobs someday.

“There were some guys that I grew up with 
who were loitering around doing nothing. I 
approached them to come and work with me. 
When I was their age, I was once in their shoes 
when I came back from Gauteng. I enrolled at 
a TVET College and I completed a Financial 
Management diploma. I searched for work and 
ended up opening up this business, considering 
the money I used to make back then. In 2018, 
things kicked off, and the business keeps 
growing.”

Mabuza is also active in the community, 
and charity is close to his heart. He recently 

donated 40 new pairs of school shoes to 
underprivileged learners. He also packages 
food parcels for families in need and provides 
vegetables to the elderly.

“A lot of these children we see daily and we 
see the need to assist. 

“It really touches me because I am from 
the same background. At some point, I went 
to school wearing sandals, so I understand 
the feeling of humiliation as I also had my 
fair share of experiences. With last year’s 
profit, that is the contribution we made in the 
community.”

VEGGIE BIZ IGNITES HOPE IN TOWNSHIP
JABULANE KHUMALO

Some of the fruits and veggies he sells.

Innocent with Thulani Lubisi and Azisi Nkosi with pairs of school shoes 
they donated.

Innocent Mabuza interacting with customers.  School uniform was also part of the donation. He stocks a lot of cabbage which people always buy.
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Cricket player, Gerald Ngwenyama, 
made his professional debut for 
Mpumalanga Rhinos in a four-day 
Domestic Series tourney against Limpopo 
Impalas at Uplands College Cricket 
Centre.

The former Hillaria Spiders bowler says 
it’s always been his childhood dream to 
play professional cricket. He also wants 
to be an example that one makes it despite 
his rural background.

“I started playing cricket in Malekutu. 
I was fortunate enough to get a cricket 
scholarship and attended a school in 
the North West. From then on I realised 
that I’m good at this and I could go 
professional. 

“It has been my dream since. I played 
against various schools in the North West 
right up to provincial level. The problem 
began when I matriculated. I went to 
tertiary for three years. I could not afford 
to keep up with the games.

“Besides, living in another province 
because of exorbitant finances was just too 

much, so, I came back home. Mpumalanga 
cricket was still playing ‘rural cricket.’ 
That is what they used to call it. It was 
three levels below. 

“When I was home, it appeared as 
though it would never happen. Mentally, I 
just told myself that I will play cricket just 
for the love and fun of it,” he quipped.

Ngwenyama played for the provincial 
cricket team and won the league three 
consecutive times. In 2021, they made 
him captain for the side. His turning point 
was when the team attained the semi-
professional status.

“Ben and I were the only two players 
from the province. They employed me 
when Ben got a contract, although I was 
still part of the team. The dream of playing 
professional started cropping in. 

“I then quit my job and focussed 
on cricket. 2018 and 19, I still had no 
contract. But 2020 was my big year when 
I got my national colours. Covid-19 came 
and everything changed. It felt personal. 

“In February, I became the Player of 
the Tournament after getting my colours. 
In March there were no games, that was 

the start of the pandemic. I stuck around 
for another year and it was mentally 
challenging. Eventually I got my contract, 
and I have been with the side since 
October 2021. I had an intense training 
and I feel proud of this debut.”

He says it has been a long time for his 
breakthrough and described his debut as 
beautiful. They had 50-50 run partnership 
with his team member, Ben. He points out 
that he looks forward to make his mark 
and be the best.

Head coach, Gordon Matheson, said he 
has come a long way. As a local player, 
he will bring in some local flavour. “In a 
short pace of time, he has come far. He has 
worked hard, and it is pleasing to see that. 
Unfortunately, we did not have him at the 
beginning of the season.” 

Matheson added they were 120 behind. 
Their key partnership worked.

“Once we break, it will be a different 
story,” he said. 

They delayed day two and four of the 
series because of a wet pitch. The wet 
conditions persisted. The match ended in a 
draw on the last day.

GERALD NGWENYAMA MAKES 
HIS PROFESSIONAL DEBUT

JABULANE KHUMALO

 Gerald Ngwenyama during training.

Gerald Ngwenyama bowling. Gerald Ngwenyama strikes it right.


