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 BREYTEN - While social media is not a 
safe space for some, it has proved its impact 
for a family that lost a daughter 20 years 
ago. 

Senzo Mashiloane was going through his 
list of friends on Facebook when he came 
across a profile of a woman who looked 
exactly like his mother. Little did he know 
he had found his elder sister who was 
abducted when she was a few days old 20 
years ago.

“It was around October when I wanted 
to add her as a friend and clicked on her 
profile. I then saw her pictures and at 
first I thought she resembled my younger 
brother in some of them and I showed our 
grandmother,” he related to Mpmalanga 
Mirror. 

Mashiloane said after their grandmother 
saw the pictures, she told him that she 

looked exactly like their mother, to which 
he agreed to. Her profile states that she 
resided in Carolina which prompted their 
grandmother to start searching for her 
around the area. 

“The surname 
my sister used on 
Facebook is similar 
to one of the families 
gogo knows in 
Carolina, hence 
she felt the need 
to find out. During 
her search, she 
discovered the house 
she was staying at and 
informed the police,” 
he said. 

According to 
Mashiloane, they managed to contact his 
sister who was at school at the time from the 
woman she was living with. 

Police reports revealed that on 23 March 

2001, his mother, who was 16 at the time, 
was discharged together with her newborn 
baby from Ermelo Provincial Hospital. 

On their way home to Breyten, 
accompanied by the child’s aunt, they met 

a woman who 
allegedly offered 
to assist to hold the 
baby. The mother 
was experiencing 
pain and 
drowsiness while 
waiting for the 
aunt who had gone 
to a shop nearby. 

Provincial police 
spokesperson, 
Brigadier Selvy 
Mohlala said the 

woman then took the baby, promised to 
return. She went towards the direction where 
the aunt headed. The aunt returned, but the 
woman was nowhere to be found. 

“The incident was reported to the police 
in Ermelo and a case of child abduction 
was opened. Police commenced with their 
search, but no information came forth until 
last month. 

“The DNA tests conducted came back 
positive and a 50-year-old woman was 
arrested,” said Brigadier Mohlala. 

The family has reunited with their 
long lost daughter this week. Mashiloane 
expressed joy when he told Mpumalanga 
Mirror about him and his two other siblings, 
meeting their sister for the first time. 

“I’ve always known about her being 
abducted as a baby because our mother told 
us and often spoke about her. I still can’t 
believe we found her through Facebook. I 
respect the power of social media,” he said 
excitedly. 

 The suspect appeared in the Ermelo 
Magistrate’s Court on 30 November and 
was granted R1 000 bail. The case was 
postponed to 18 January, 2022.

YOLISWA KHUMALO 

SOCIAL MEDIA REUNITES 
LONG LOST DAUGHTER WITH 
FAMILY 20 YEARS LATER

LAUGH, TURN IT UP, CHILLED VIBES AND PRAISE
The Mpumalanga Department of Culture, Sports and Recreation presents a fun packed weekend with the 6th Annual Cultural Xperience this weekend. Catch Tsietsi 
Matlakala at the Comedy Xperience on Thursday, K.O at the main event on Saturday, Zama Khumalo will perform at the Soul Xperience on Sunday as well as award-
winning gospel artist, Thula Manqoba at the Mpumalanga Gospel Awards. For more information visit our website: www.mpmirroronline.co.za

DON’T MISS OUT!

The surname my sister used 
on Facebook is similar to one 
of the families gogo knows in 
Carolina, hence she felt the 
need to find out
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WHITE RIVER – It was all hands 
on deck as the Minister of Water and 
Sanitation, Senzo Mchunu and Premier 
Refilwe Mtshweni-Tsipane engaged with a 
variety of stakeholders “to fully understand 
the status and challenges encountered in the 
delivery of efficient and effective water and 
sanitation services in the province.”

The working session took place from 
Monday 6-8 December 2021.

Mchunu was accompanied by a high-
powered delegation from his department 
which included his two deputies, David 
Mahlobo and Dikeledi Magadzi.

Under scrutiny to determine the real 
status were the DWS Provincial Office, 

Mpumalanga Provincial Government, 
water agencies, water board, water services 
authorities, water user authorities, local 
government, irrigation boards and other 
sector stakeholders. 

Mchunu and his deputies, Mahlobo and 
Magadzi are in Mpumalanga Province for 
their seventh provincial working session. 

The working session includes 
engagements with the DWS Provincial 
Office, Mpumalanga Provincial 
Government led by Premier Refilwe 
Mtsweni-Tsipane, local government, water 
agencies, water board, water services 
authorities, water user authorities, irrigation 
boards and other sector stakeholders. 

The DWS Mpumalanga Provincial Office 
presented on their intervention projects 
to deliver water and sanitation services to 
communities and Mpumalanga Provincial 
Government looked at the holistic water 
and sanitation service delivery and ways to 
unlock the challenges to fast track service 
delivery to communities.

The engagements emphasized the need 
for integrated planning to address the 

challenges in water and sanitation issues in 
the province. 

MEC for Human Settlements, Speedy 
Mashilo emphasised the need for an 
actual integrated action plan talking to the 
main issues and funding, whilst MEC for 

Cooperative Governance and Traditional 
Affairs, Busisiwe Shiba emphasised the 
need to tighten the screws in the quest to 
deliver services to the communities. She 
also highlighted the challenges in relation 
to non-functional and non-compliant 
wastewater treatment works and the need 
for urgent action to respond to these 
challenges.

Planning is key to effective water 
and sanitation service delivery. Deputy 
Ministers Mahlobo and Magadzi also 
emphasised the need for coordinated and 
proper planning to effectively deliver the 
required services to the communities. 

Deputy Minister Magadzi emphasized 
that water must go to the people, 
irrespective of who is involved, and 
Deputy Minister Mahlobo stated that 
projects must have clear timeframes and 
deadlines and must be costed. Deputy 
Minister Mahlobo also called for sanitation 
to be prioritised and not treated as a 
stepchild.

Premier Mtsweni-Tsipane in her 
presentation stated that water and 
sanitation services are a thorn in the flesh 
of the province. “We are seeing population 
growth in the province, and this is putting 
pressure on the bulk services,” she said. 

She also called for integrated and 
coordinated planning as planning is not 
aligned. 

Minister Mchunu, in his remarks 
reiterated that South Africa does not have a 
water crisis. He called for the development 
and costing of plans with clear timeframes. 

“There is never a time when time or 
the clock is not moving. We need to plan 
and see what is most important and that 
is urgent that can be achieved with the 
available resources, as well as within 
reasonable time. Our office needs to call a 
meeting urgently with COGTA to align the 
priorities. We need to synergize and align 
our planning to ensure that we deliver on 
our mandate,” he said.

The Ministerial delegation also met 
with the Department’s agencies: Inkomati-
Usuthu Catchment Management Agency 
(IUCMA), Komati Basin Water Authority 
(KOBWA) and Rand Water and Minister 
Mchunu reminded them that their 
responsibilities are to ensure that water 
resources are protected and provide quality 
water to the people.

BONGANI HLATSHWAYO

- Minister Senzo Mchunu felt the need to synergize and deliver water to people
- Premier Refilwe Mtshweni-Tsipane will look at ways to unlock water challenges and  
  fast track service delivery to communities 
- 3-day working session by all water utilities explored status and challenges

More on water delivery plans: 
Go to our website 

www.mpmirroronline.co.za

Minister of Water and sanitation Senzo Mchunu and Premier Refilwe Mtshweni-
Tsipane ponder on their plans to improve water supply to communities.
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EMALAHLENI – It’s all hands on deck 
provincially to tackle the already confirmed 
Fourth Wave, Omicron from further ravaging 
communities by co-operating with health 
authorities by going for their jabs.

This emerged during a face to face interview 
with Premier Refilwe Mtshweni-Tsipane, who 
criss-crossed Emalahleni Local Municipality 
during a door-to-door Voomah Vaccination 
Campaign which ran from 3 to 10 December.

WE’VE JUST OFFICIALLY ENTERED 
THE FOURTH WAVE, OMICRON AS A 
COUNTRY. WHAT ARE WE GOING TO 
DO AS A PROVINCE TO TACKLE THIS 
PANDEMIC IN THE SHORT TERM?

“As we enter the Fourth wave, as the 
province of Mpumalanga, we are equally 
affected, particularly in Emalahleni Local 
Municipality, as well as the Steve Tshwete 
Local Municipality and Dr JS Moroka Local 
Municipality.

“That’s where we have seen the spike, at 
this point in time. This is solely because of 
our close proximity with Gauteng, particularly 
Emalahleni, which is a mining town - most 
people are commuting across other provinces 
to our province. What we can say is that the 
new cases we have registered as a province in 
the last 24 hours, was 655 cases (that was 4 
December). Out of that 655 cases, 188 were 
cases from Emalahleni.

“Active cases around Emalahleni are 555, 
which is followed by Steve Tshwete Local 
Municipality and ultimately Thembisile Hani 
Local Municipality. But when you look at the 
vaccine roll out pace in this municipality, we 
are not doing well.

“We are sitting at around 28 percent of 
people vaccinated thus far, comparatively with 
other sub-districts, Emalahleni is the worst, 
followed by Thembisile Hani, hence we’re here 
to make sure that we encourage our people 
and going out to make sure that our people get 
vaccinated.

“Now, obviously in the short-term, we have 
to come up with strategies as a province on 
how we make sure that we protect our people 
from this Omichron virus. First and foremost, 
what is important is that we must make sure 
that our people continue to adhere to Covid-19 
protocols.

“Secondly, our people must not travel 
unnecessarily. We want to continue ensuring 
our people are adhering to stay at home and 
only go out when it’s necessary to do so. 
There’s no need to go out and socialise when 
we are mindful of this Fourth Wave which 
is emerging around the festive season, when 
everyone has a social hype.

“We want to discourage our people on going 
out to social activities by staying at home at 
this point in time. That’s very important for 

us to achieve. Now we want to accelerate the 
vaccination rollout because we believe that this 
is the biggest weapon at our disposal to make 
sure our people get protected.

“If you happen to be infected with Covid-19, 
at least the symptoms will not be that severe. 
You won’t need to be hospitalised and you 
won’t need the incubator and won’t even die of 
it as it can still be managed.

“Yes, all systems are on the go in terms 
of readiness and preparedness in our health 
facilities to assist those who need further 
medical attention. We’ll keep on monitoring it 
very closely and follow it up on the scientists’ 
advice that we respond appropriately and also 
to make sure we protect our communities as far 
as possible,” she explained.

ARE THE PEOPLE RESPONDING TO 
YOUR CALL?

“Yes, the people are responding to our call, 
but there is still some resistance from others 
because of the myth that’s been spread. It is 
also prevalent among young people through an 
influence on their social networks, too.

“Obviously, the issue of myth is still rife 
within our communities. 

“As you’ve seen, we’ve been going door to 
door during this campaign visiting even the 
pastors’ fraternity, as well and also our  
malls, too. 

“Some people are responding positively, 
whilst some are still reserved. 

“They still believe that they will do it at  
a later stage because of the fear of the  
unknown.

“That’s what they are citing as a major 
reason that they don’t really trust the vaccine, 
but then to expansiate on that, they cannot 
substantiate their reasons, but with time, they 
will realise that actually they need this vaccine 
to protect themselves against the virus and to 
protect their families, as well.

“We also need to heed the call that has 
been made by the president to make sure that 
everybody gets vaccinated. We need to reach 
our target as South Africa so that we are able to 
socialise freely and we are able to trade freely 
with other countries and provinces.

“We must be able to resuscitate our 
economy and grow it and return it to its normal 
position,” stated Mtshweni-Tsipane.

THE MUCH PURPORTED 
MANDATORY MEASURES TO 
ENFORCE COMMUNITIES TO 
VACCINATE, DO YOU THINK THEY 
WILL WORK?

“Well, the mandatory measures is something 
that we are exploring as government, but 
obviously we need to constantly engage with 
our community leaders and the people, too. 
Once a final decision has been taken, at least 
our people will understand that when we move 
into their houses, they would accede to the call 
that has been made.

“But ultimately, we’d have to take that route 
if people continue not responding positively 
without overriding their rights. 

“We also need to look at the legal aspect of 
it, the social aspect and the health aspect, too 
and all those things must be married together so 
that ultimately when we take a final decision, 
it must be an informed decision that will be 
necessarily be aimed at assisting the health 
conditions of our people as government.

“We are optimistic that at the right time, 
the president will announce the way forward 
on what we ought to do. As he does take that 
decision, it will be informed by scientific 
evidence and what is contained on the ground, 
as well as to ensure there’s good reception from 
our people.

“We want people to reach a stage where on 
their own accord, they will go to the nearest 
clinic to get vaccinated,” she added assuredly.

NEW WAVE OMICRON IS IN, 
A DIRE NEED TO VACCINATE!!!

BONGANI HLATSHWAYO

Premier warns that all must vaccinate from the mere 38% vaccinated people to 100%

Premier and her entourage during the door to door vacine campaign in KwaGuqa.
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KLARINET - Ex prisoner, Nurse Khumalo, 
has called on women not to sacrifice their 
children for the sake of their marriages.

This is after she spent 13 years in prison for 
killing her partner who had allegedly sexually 
abused her daughter.  

Khumalo said she is not proud of what she 
did years ago and does not condone murder, 
but she felt she had no other choice at the time. 

“People can judge me, but the truth is that 

I was heartbroken because my child was 
abused in my home by her own father. It’s sad 
how some women stay in abusive marriages 
knowing it also affects their children. 

“I wasn’t going to sell my child’s soul in the 
name of love! I was arrested for committing 
murder, but I prayed to God daily to keep me 
alive so that I would be able to help others in 
similar situations,” said Khumalo. 

She also pleaded with the community to 
speak out against abuse and to make use 
of police stations and social development 
offices in their areas. She pointed out that 

many women and men are in abusive 
relationships, but are in denial. 

“Women must stop protecting men who rape 
and abuse, even if it’s family members. We 
need to speak out and not allow our children to 
be abused by our husbands and boyfriends. 

“Men too, are being abused but they are 
scared to speak out. Being in prison is no 
child’s play and I do not wish to see more 
women spending time behind bars for such 
criminal offenses. Seek help wherever you can 
rather than committing a crime you will live to 
regret for the rest of your life,” she concluded.

“STAND UP FOR YOUR “STAND UP FOR YOUR 
CHILDREN”- EX PRISONERCHILDREN”- EX PRISONER

Can the country be spared from the 
bickering openly taking place between 
Minister of Police, Bheki Cele and 
National Police Commissioner, Khehla 
Sithole.

Whatever the problem is, whether 
personal or official, it’s affecting the 
ordinary person on the street.

If, partly because of their ugly spat, 
crime continues to spiral uncontrollably 
as if the country has no police force in 
all communities, then we can admit that 
criminals are ruling the roost and doing 
as they please because the police bosses 
are at war with each other.

At least at provincial level, 
Mpumalanga, in particular, the 
police political leadership and the 
administrative leadership are working 
in partnership with each other, a good 
element, indeed.

We’re already into the festive season 
fever and it’s adherent upon every 
citizen to ensure we comply rules and 
regulations on the roads. It’s incumbent 
upon everyone that road fatalities and 
road accidents remain up to the lowest 
minimum ever in order to save lives.

I must suffice and state that as all 
the safety measures announced for this 
festive season, if adhered to every step 
of the way, the communities’ lives and 
properties, are in safe hands.

Politically, the ANC’s provincial 
executive committee has taken a 
decisive agreement to suspend Nkomazi 
Local Municipality’s Johan Mkhatshwa, 
who, despite numerous calls to step 
down from his alleged re-election as 
executive mayor, was slapped with a 
five-year suspension, as a deterrent not 
to collude with the opposition in order to 
defy his own party.

Methinks that the same drastic 
measure should also apply at Mkhondo 
Local Municipality where the alleged 
provincial executive committee’s 
decision was overridden and different 
choices for its leadership emerged as 
winners.

On the Covid-19 front, with the Omicron 
variant been confirmed that the country 
has officially entered into the Fourth 
Wave, it’s gratifying how bravely Premier 
Refilwe Mtshweni-Tsipane’s short-term 
plans of tackling the new wave, are 
encouraging and practically possible 
to achieve, ONLY WHEN WE ARE 
PREPARED TO GO AND VACCINATE!!!!

• May i take this opportunity to thank all 
our readers for their loyalty in supporting 
our fast growing readership, both print 
and electronically, through our website 
where the newspaper is featured twice 
a month, through our social media 
platforms; and all stakeholders who 
continue to advertise with us, to wish you 
A MERRY CHRISTMAS AND A HAPPY 
NEW YEAR!!!

BONGANI HLATSHWAYO

YOLISWA KHUMALO 
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Mpumalanga records an 
increase in HIV infections

GBV, rape and abuse cases increase

TJAKASTAD - Mpumalanga 
commemorated World AIDS Day 
on December 1. The province has 
recorded an increase in the number 
of people living with HIV.

In September 2021, 91% of 
people living with HIV, knew their 
status. Only 78% of people with 
HIV were on sustained treatment. 

Meanwhile, 87% of people 
receiving treatment, recorded viral 
load suppression. Premier Refilwe 
Mtshweni-Tsipane delivered the 
speech on the increase in the rising 
infections in the province.

AIDS and TB ambassador, 
Thembi Nkomo, has been living 
with the virus for two decades. 
World AIDS Day is a reminder 
when she reflects on her life. She 
did not believe the moment she 
was told she was HIV positive 21 
years ago. She pointed out that the 
day is still as vivid as she was near 
death.

“I thought this virus was 
something far from me. I knew 
about it, but I did not think it was 
something that existed. I got the 
virus not because I had unprotected 
sex, but I was helping a relative 
who was sick.

“We did not know that she was 
HIV positive. When they called 
me to test at the clinic, that’s how 
I found out that I contracted the 
virus. Following the test, I stayed 
for a three-month window period,” 
she related.

When she returned for her 

results, she was in disbelief. She 
thought it was just a common 
sickness. 

Nkomo did not take it seriously 
until the day she fell ill. Her CD4 
count dropped and that was when 
she accepted that she was HIV 
positive.

“I became sick to a point where 
I was contracting other viruses 
like TB, pneumonia and other 
symptoms. But by the Almighty’s 
Grace, I was given a second chance 
that I thought I will never get. 

“There were no ARVs at the 
time. When I went to the hospital, I 
always thought I would never make 
it the way people were dying. Here 
I am today, living life to the fullest. 
I have decided to teach people 
about this virus and emphasis 
will be on that HIV/AIDS is not 
a death sentence, it just needs one 
to focus and take the treatment as 
prescribed,” she added.

Nkomo admits that the stigma is 
an ongoing battle. She remembers 
the year 2001 when the community 
stigmatised her. It went to a point 
where they wrote derogatory 
names, using paint outside her 
home on the street. She says 
that broke her heart and she had 
attempted to commit suicide.

“I used to lock myself in 
the house. That incident made 
me think that the whole world 
knows my status. Things became 
better when I joined Treatment 
Action Campaign. It helped me 
gain confidence because I was 
empowered and I never looked 
back,” she concluded.

KLARINET - Rape, assault, murder and 
attempted murder statistics are on the rise 
in Emalahleni. 

This is according to Provincial 
Commissioner, Lieutenant General 
Semakaleng Manamela who addressed 
residents during the 16 Days of Activism 
Campaign launch recently. 

Manamela said most incidents that 
occur between ex-lovers and families 
are not reported to the police, which 
is disturbing because as a result, more 
women and children are victims of rape, 

murder and kidnapping. “We’ve been 
running awareness campaigns and I 
believe we all understand what purpose 
they serve, but when will some victims 
come forward and report perpetrators? We 
need to stand together against crime in 
Emalahleni,” she pointed out.

Statistics reveal that there is an increase 
in the number of cases against women 
and children recorded between April to 
September 2021 in the province. Of the 
4 148 cases, 84 were for murder, 716 
were for rape, 72 were for sexual assault, 
25 were for attempted rape, 1 302 were 
for assault and 1 862 were for common 
assault.

“Emalahleni is one of the economic 
hubs of the province, therefore, we must 
ensure that it is crime free. I am appealing 
to you all to come forward with any 
information that may assist the police in 
fighting crime in communities.

“We will not spare anyone who is found 
on the wrong side of the law. 

“Women should stand together and not 
withdraw rape cases at police stations 
because they fear their perpetrators. We 
as the police commit to protect children 
and women against abuse and Gender 
Based Violence to make sure they feel 
safe in public,” said Lieutenant General 
Manamela. 

Premier, Refilwe Mtshweni- Tsipane lights a candle in 
honor of those living and who have died of HIV/AIDS.

TB ambassador, Thembi Nkomo.

JABULANE KHUMALO

YOLISWA HLATSHWAYO
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MBOMBELA – It took the good heartedness 
of one Sally Mathebula to realize that children 
living with albinism within Mbombela needed 
to be assisted with their eyesight in order to 
cope with their studies and general eyesight.

As one of the finalists in the Mrs South 
Africa semi-finalists in 2021, Sally Mathebula, 
the Regional Manager of TotalEnergies based 
in Mbombela, willingly made inroads to source 
out assistance from local opticians, Nelspruit 
Eyewear situated at Hypervalley in Valencia 

and Classic Eyewear at Ilanga Mall, an 
agreement offer issued to her on October.

According to Sally, “Most of the albinism 
kids are not performing well at school due to 
their poor eye sight. Their conditions affect 
their eyes, hence I thought it would be best 
to set up a platform in which they could 
perform like normal kids by obtaining quality 
spectacles.

“My satisfaction, besides having been in a 
beauty competition, was making a difference 
in their lives because what dominated my 
intensions then, was that anything hindering 
their academic performance, must be  

taken seriously.
“It’s all thanks to local dermatologist, Dr 

Ngobeni, one of my sponsors, who suggested 
to me to assist children living with albinism, 
especially those still at school because their 
parents cannot afford quality spectacles.

“That generated so much interest in me 
because I’m also doing school outreach projects 
to encourage young girls against teenage 
pregnancy. Somehow, I felt that society ignores 
their conditions, while at the same time, they 
are referred as poor performers at school when 
their condition is well known.

“My ultimate goal was seeing them 
performing well at school like their peers. 
I work together with Nomcebo Sibumbe to 
organize school babies and students with 
albinism,” she further stated.

According to Sibumbe, the Mbombela 
Albinism Society is an organization under 
the Mpumalanga Albinism Association which 
focuses on assisting children with albinism and 
their parents. 

“We have meetings at the Kabokweni clinic 
and do albinism awareness campaigns at 
local schools and communities. September is 
Albinism Month and we normally hold our 
big annual awareness campaign, but due to 
COVID-19, we were unable to host the event. 

“The organization has partnered with Dr C.K 
Mkhize, a dermatologist who volunteered to 
assist with skin problems. I told her about Sally 
Mathebula’s project and she motivated us even 
more.

“Albinism comes with challenges and 

troubled eyes being one of them, I jumped 
at the opportunity and assisted towards the 
success of the project. We as Mbombela 
Albinism Society, would like to thank and 
express our sincere gratitude to the optometrists 
and staff at Nelspruit Eyewear and Classic 
Eyewear for donating prescription glasses to 
the 15 children with albinism,” ended Sibumbe.

MRS SOUTH AFRICA SEMI-FINALIST ASSISTS MRS SOUTH AFRICA SEMI-FINALIST ASSISTS 
15 CHILDREN LIVING WITH ALBINISM15 CHILDREN LIVING WITH ALBINISM
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Nelspruit Eyewear completed its service.

Acting MEC for DARDLEA Busi Shiba.

Fitting spectacles at the Nelspruit 
Eyewear.

BONGANI HLATSHWAYO

Government buildings 
must cater for people with 
disabilities - MEC Shiba

ERMELO - Acting MEC for 
Agriculture, Rural Development, Land and 
Environmental Affairs (DARDLEA), Ms 
Busi Shiba has urged government to satisfy 
the needs of people with disabilities.  

She pointed out that there need to be 
innovative ideas put in place to make 
sure that government buildings are easily 
accessible for people with disabilities.

Shiba was addressing the Department’s 
staff who attended the Phepha Msebenzi 
and Disability Rights Awareness gathering 
in Ermelo in the Msukaligwa Local 
Municipality last Thursday.  

Phepha Msebenzi and Disability Right 
Awareness aims at 
addressing issues 
for the safety of 
employees at work 
and that the people 
with disabilities 
are recognized.  

“With this 
Department, 
having only 21 
permanent and five 
contracted staff 
with disabilities, 
there is still a long way to meet the 
set target of employing 2%, as per the 
Employment Equity legislation, and this is 
cause for concern. Something innovative 
must be done, especially with the old 
government buildings because they were 
never built for people with disabilities in 
mind,” said Shiba. 

MEC Shiba’s comments were in 
response after Disabled People of South 
Africa chairperson, Mr Doctor Mayisela 
took a swipe at government at the same 
event, accusing it of being unable to meet 

its own targets regarding improving the 
conditions for People with Disabilities, 
including employing them.  

Mayisela said the few government 
employees with disabilities struggle with 
accessibility in most government buildings, 
because they do not accommodate their 
needs.  

“Government needs to speed up its 
transformation process and address these 
issues, including employing people with 
disabilities not for the sake of meeting 
targets, but hiring them into management 
positions as well,” said Mayisela.

This year’s tricameral Phepha Msebenzi 
also focused on issues 
of Gender Based 
Violence as it falls 
within the 16 Days 
of Activism Against 
the Abuse of Women 
and Children, the 
rights of people with 
disabilities and the 
general wellness of 
employees in the 
workplace.  

It was held under 
the theme: “Prioritizing the health and 
safety of all employees in the workplace, 
disability rights awareness, committing to 
the protection of women and children in 
our society”.  

Shiba called on everyone to be a GBV 
and femicide activist, to help fight against 
the scourge.  

The event was also attended by the Head 
of Department, Mr Mfana Chunda and 
the newly-elected Executive Mayor of 
Msukaligwa Local Municipality,  
Cllr Ms Agnes Mahlalela.

Something innovative must be 
done, especially with the old 
government buildings because 
they were never built for people 
with disabilities in mind
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Sign language was also widely used during the Sitting.

GERT SIBANDE 
DISTRICT MUNICIPALITY

No! To Gender Based Violence & Femicide
South Africa is facing a gender-based violence and femicide 
scourge and as government, we strongly condemn such 
attitudes and actions. We are deeply concerned that 
cases of gender-based violence have continued during 
this year even within our Gert Sibande District. We call 
on all members of the public to work together with police, 
prosecutors, and courts to ensure that perpetrators of 
this epidemic are brought to book. We call on men to 
take the lead in speaking out and reporting gender-based 
violence, in raising awareness, in peer education 
and in prevention efforts. We extend condolences 
to families and friends of women and children who 
have suffered. As government, we are committed 
to fighting Gender Based Violence and Femicide 
through various programmes. We say NO to 
Gender-Based Violence and Femicide. Let us 
all move our District forward as we fight against 
Gender Based Violence and Femicide. 

Udlame kanye nokuhlukunyezwa kwabesifazane 
kanye nezingane into ebonakala isihlasele 
ngamandla ezweni lethu. Siyawukhuza lo 
mhlolo kanti simelene nalobu bubi kakhulu. 
Imibiko yodlame kanye nokuhlukumezana 
emakhaya nakhona kuso isifunda sethu iGert 
Sibande iyakhula kanti lokhu kuyasikhathaza kakhulu. Sinxusa onke amalunga omphakathi 
ukuthi basebenzisane nabo bonke abezomthetho ukulwa nalobubi siqinisekise ukuthi bonke 
abenzi balobubi babhekana namandla omthetho. Sinxusa wonke amadoda nezinhlaka 
ezahlukene ukuba bangathuli kodwa balekelele ekulweni naloludlame lokuhlukunyezwa 
nokubulawa kwabesifazane nezingane ngokufundisa nokuvimbela izehlo zodlame nokubulawa 
kwabesifazane. Sedlulisa namazwi enduduzo kulabo abashiywe izihlobo nabaseduze 
kwabesifazane nezingane ezedlule emhlabeni ngodlame. Uhumuleni uzimisele kanti 
unezinhlelo ezibhekelele ukulwisana nokuhlukunyezwa kwabesifazane nezingane. Sithi 
phambili ngeGert Sibande ephephile phambili.

CLLR WALTER MNGOMEZULU
EXECUTIVE MAYOR

MBOMBELA - “If you can live until 
you turn 65 years, start treating people very 
well, because you will acquire one disability 
or another,” said Deputy Minister Ipeleng 
Bogopane-Zulu during the Parliament for 
People with Disability that was held at 
Mpumalanga Provincial Legislature on 3 
December 2021.

The occasion was to discuss issues affecting 
people with disabilities in communities. 
Representatives of the disability desk in the 
province came in numbers to attend the Sitting, 
while others joined the Sitting through virtual 
platforms of the Legislature. The Sitting was 
attended by MECs, MPLs, Disabled People 
of South Africa (DPSA) and other relevant 
stakeholders and government departments.

“We shall work tirelessly to end the idea 
that disability is a welfare issue to unlock the 
barriers that openly discriminate and ensure 
access to equal opportunities, attitudes and 
behavioural change. 

Persons with disabilities form a critical 
part of our economy and must be fully 
integrated into our society to contribute to the 
development agenda of our province,” said Ms 
Jeaneth Thabethe, the Deputy Chairperson of 
Committees, welcoming the participants during 
the Sitting.

Minister Bogopane-Zulu requested that there 
must be action on issues raised during the 
Parliament for People with Disabilities.

MEC for Health, Ms Sasekani Manzini, 
reported that government programmes do 
cater for people with disabilities. She further 
reported that each hospital in the province has a 
rehabilitation unit which is dedicated to persons 
with disabilities, inclusive of visual disabilities.

“Mpumalanga is the only province in the 
country that provides orientation and mobility 
services that specifically aim to provide 
devices to visually disabled people. Currently, 
the province has 16 orientation and mobility 
practitioners placed at different hospitals,” 

explained Manzini.
Manzini requested the Legislature to provide 

her department with a list of people who need 
assistance from her department.

“The department has placed priority on 
vulnerable groups, including the persons with 
disability, hence the directorate focusing solely 
on the interventions to support persons with 
disabilities and their families and making 
sure that they are independent and promote 
self-reliance, and this is achieved by providing 
services to persons with disabilities and their 
families as we are in partnership with our 
NPO’s,” said MEC Lindiwe Ntshalintshali in 
response to issues raised during the previous 
parliament.

“The statistics of disabled people, 
specifically of women and children and men 
that go through gender-based violence, is a 
story not being told. It is very important that we 
begin to desegregate data and make available 
the statistics that include disability,” said the 
Deputy Minister of Social Development, Ms 
Ipeleng Bogopane-Zulu as she delivered the 
key-note address.

“A SASSA grant should not be what defines 
people with disabilities. People with disabilities 
have skills and they have services that they can 
offer. 

“We don’t want to be a liability to our 
beautiful country, we want to be contributors, 
whether socially, economically or any other 
contribution. Enable us by implementing 
government policies,” further pleaded Deputy 
Minister Bogopane-Zulu. 

Ms Tryphinah Nhlapho and Mr Mandla 
Dladla reported back from the two 
commissions, namely, the creation of 
employment opportunities for people with 
disabilities and mainstreaming of disability 
in the economic development plans. Amongst 
other issues raised was a plea for people 
with disabilities to have a representation at 
NEDLAC, achievement of the 2% employment 

in the next two years, a school for persons with 
disabilities to be built and completed in the 
next two years, Local Economic Development 
projects to be interlinked with the municipal 
transversal offices in order to be inclusive of 

people with disabilities.
The Legislature will consolidate all the 

issues raised during the Sitting and forward 
those issues to the relevant departments to  
be addressed. 

PEOPLE WITH DISABILITIES CELEBRATE 
INTERNATIONAL DISABILITY DAY
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MBOMBELA - TS Galaxy won a critical 
match against Chippa United at Mbombela 
Stadium on Tuesday, December 7.

The Rockets put three balls behind the 
net while Chippa scored a single goal. This 
match was classified as a DStv Premiership 
relegation ‘six-pointer’ match. 

Mthobisi Mngomezulu, Menzi 
Ndwandwe and Wayde Lekay saw the 
Rockets climb three places to 12th on  
the log. 

Meanwhile, the Chilli Boys drop to 
14th and remain just one point above the 
relegation playoff zone.

Chippa were the first to pose a threat 

with a 5th minute move down. The left 
flank saw Riaan Hanamub cut inside and 
send a low shot towards the near post. 
Galaxy goalkeeper, Marlon Heugh made a 
sharp save. 

Galaxy levelled the game in the 17th 
minute. Marks Munyai’s cross from the 
right was spilt by Chippa’s shot-stopper 
Ayanda Mtshali, allowing Mthobisi 
Mngomezulu to fire a shot into the back of 
the net for 1-1.

Chippa suffered an injury on the half-
hour mark when forward Jemondre 
Dickens had an awkward fall and sustained 
what appeared to be a serious left knee 
injury, with coach Kurt Lentjies even 
moved to tears by the fate of his player. 
Maloisane Mokhele came on as a substitute.

Mokhele and Eva Nga had chances to put 
Chippa back in the lead at the end of the 
first half. Nga had a wide from a tight angle 
and the latter heading over from a corner 
kick, as the interval arrived with the teams 
locked at 1-1.

Galaxy made a change in attack at the 
start of the second half, with Wayde Lekay 
replacing Mxolisi Machupu upfront. He 
should have scored in 49 minutes when 
given a sitter by a great square ball from 
Mngomezulu, but the sub fresh-aired his 
attempt at a shot.

Two minutes later, Ethan Brooks 
threatened the hosts, with his deflected shot 
well saved by Mtshali.

The teams traded half-chances through 
most of the second half, but the defining 

moment arrived with just under eight 
minutes of regulation time remaining, as 
Lekay stole the ball, strode into the box 
and was upended by Azola Matrose, thus 
earning a penalty.

Sub Menzi Ndwandwe took the spot-
kick and scored past Mtshali to make it 
2-1 in the 84-minute mark. Chippa had a 
strong shout for a penalty a few minutes 
later when Hanamub went down under 
a challenge from Munyai. There was no 
pointing to the spot from the referee at  
the time.

Lekay scored the third goal with a superb 
left-footed shot from just outside the box to 
wrap up a 3-1 victory. 

This saw them open a three-point gap to 
the relegation zone.

GALAXY MOVES THREE POINTS 
UP ON RELEGATION ZONE

JABULANE KHUMALO

Galaxy’s Tshegofatso Nyama 
and Chippa’s captain Sizwe 
Mdlinzo. Photo: TS Galaxy


