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ANC RETAINS 
ITS MAJORITY

Out of the three District Municipalities 
in Mpumalanga, Ehlanzeni pipped all the 
local municipalities of City of Mbombela, 
Bushbuckridge, Thaba Chweu and 
Nkomazi and kept them for the ruling 
party, the African National Congress. 
Ehlanzeni is the only district without a 

hung municipality.
Ehlanzeni emerged as the only District 

Municipality in the province where a 
women’s brigade dominated the mayoral 
chains with Sibongile Makhushe for 
the City of Mbombela, Sylvia Nxumalo 
returning to Bushbuckridge Local 
Municipality and Fridah Nkadimeng also 
returning to Thaba Chweu as executive 
mayor while the only male executive 

mayor, Johan Mkhatshwa also got re-
elected for a second term in the Nkomazi 
Local Municipality.

City of Mbombela’s William Nkatha and 
Taylor Nsimbini got elected unopposed 
as Speaker and Chief Whip of Council. 
Executive Mayor Sibongile Makhushe was 
also elected unopposed as the executive 
mayor. They represented six parties in 
the City of Mbombela comprising 90 

councillors. It deployed 14 councillors 
to the Ehlanzeni District Municipality 
according to a quota system with the ANC 
represented by nine. Jesta Sidell returned 
to the Ehlanzeni District Municipality as 
the executive mayor for a second term, too.

However, in Nkangala District, Steve 
Tshwete is the only hung municipality, 

Lost its grip on hung municipalities in Lekwa and Steve Tshwete
BONGANI HLATSHWAYO AND 

JABULANE KHUMALO

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

Inauguration of City of Mbombela Municipality’s speaker Cllr William Nkatha, executive mayor Cllr Sibongile Makhushe and chief whip Cllr Taylor Nsimbini.
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KAMHLUSHWA - “The signs 
have always been there, but I 
never thought I would end up in 
hospital.”

In light of the 16 Days of 
Activism for No Violence against 
Women and Children Campaign 
that is observed from November 
25- 10 December, a grade 12 
learner is recovering in hospital 
after being brutally attacked by 
her ex-boyfriend. 

Nomfundo Mahlangu (21), who 
sustained wounds on her arms, 
head and back, said she endured 
physical abuse from the father of 
her child for some time. She said 
he would cheat on her and each 
time she confronted him, he would 
beat her up. 

On the day he attacked her at 
her place, she had told him she 
was no longer interested in being 
in a relationship with him.

“I was surprised to see him 
earlier on that day when he arrived 
at our school during break time. 

He apologized and told me he 
wanted to fix things between us, 
but I didn’t entertain him. Later 
on, he showed up at my home 
where I told him I had already 
moved on, but he told me that 
would not happen under his 
watch.”

According to Mahlangu, she 
did not see what her ex-boyfriend 
used to attack her. However, a 
bloody knife was found in the 
yard the following day where the 
incident took place. 

“I tried screaming while he 
was beating me. I even fell and 
I don’t remember how I even 
got to hospital. My left arm is 
more affected, but I have gone 
for surgery and I only hope I can 
heal,” she said. 

Police confirmed that an 
attempted murder case was 
opened, however the suspect has 
not yet been arrested. This has 
instilled more fear in Mahlangu’s 
family as they feel the worst could 
happen. 

“I do not feel safe, especially at 
night because I sometimes think 

he might come to finish me 
off. It really is a difficult 
time for me as I often have 
flashbacks from that day 
and I can hardly sleep,” 
Mahlangu said. 

She also revealed that she 
had previously applied for 
a restraining order against 
her ex-boyfriend which was 
granted, but that did not 
stop him from physically 
abusing her. 

Although she did not 
finish writing her final 
examinations this year, she 
hopes the law will take its 
course and advised other 
victims of Gender Based 
Violence to speak out and 
seek help. 

“This is a lesson for me 
because the signs were 

there, but I stayed all these years. 
I’m fortunate because I survived, 
which is rare in some cases. I 
advise women out there to put 
themselves and their safety first 
before anything,” she concluded. 

Meanwhile, during the release 
of the latest crime statistics, Police 
Minister Bheki Cele announced 
that the rolling out of GBV desks 
is underway. These GBV desks 
are manned by police officers, 
specifically trained to provide 
victim-centred assistance to 
victims of GBV. During Women’s 
Month this year, more than 50 
suspects were arrested for alleged 
GBV cases, including rape in the 
province.

GRUESOME ATTACK ON LEARNER 
INFURIATES COMMUNITY

YOLISWA KHUMALO
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the father of her child 
for some time
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ANC retains its majority: Lost its grip on hung 
municipalities in Lekwa and Steve Tshwete

the Middelburg and Hendrina 
Community Forum emerged 
with the mayoral chain when 
Mhlonishwa Masilela was 
elected as the new executive 
mayor, while Thomas Mpye 
was elected as the Speaker of 
Council. 

In Emalahleni Local 
Municipality, Linah Malatjie 
was re-elected as the executive 
mayor, while Mduduzi 
“Mswati” Nkosi got elected as 
the Speaker.

Cllr Mthokozisi Simelane, 
an independent candidate, got 
elected as executive mayor of 
Mkhondo Local Municipality, 
replacing reigned executive 
mayor, Vusi Motha and six 
others three days before the 
inauguration. In Standerton, 

Lekwa Community Forum’s 
(LCF) Louis Thabethe and 
Oliver Phiri clinched the 
mayoral and speaker positions, 
while the EFF’s Dumisani 
Msibi took over the Chief Whip 
position.

At the time of going to print, 
other local municipalities’ 
results, including the three 
Districts of Ehlanzeni, 
Nkangala and Gert Sibande 
were still scheduled to sit.

Lekwa was one of the three 
hung municipalities, whereby it 
affected the ANC’s dominance. 
The ruling party only 42.03%, 
followed by the LCF on 
(1943%, the EFF on 9.18% and 
the DA at 13.36%.

For additional results, 
go to our website: 
www.mpmirroronline.co.za

Caption??



3Mpumalanga Mirror / November 26, 2021 COMMUNITY

#Faceup! #SocialDistance! #Washup!

TELL US ABOUT YOURSELF, YOUR 
UPBRINGING ALL THE WAY TO ADULTHOOD. 

Tiisetso Karabo Sepenyane, is a young enthusiastic 
and passionate young man born and bred in Delmas. 
Growing up, I had a passion for music and I always 
found listening to music or busy on my computer trying 
to create different sounds. I am a Soul Candy Records 
graduate, a producer and a DJ. 

WHAT INSPIRED YOUR STAGE NAME?
It’s a combination of my name and surname. My 

friends started calling me DJ Spenk which later became 
my stage name. 

YOU’RE THE FOUNDER OF THE LOST 
AFRICAN BOYS/ GEOMETRY OF FEELINGS, 
KINDLY SHARE MORE ABOUT THAT.

My friends and I, together with my mentors, Skosana 
and Sbusiso Nkombane started a group known as the 
Lost African Boys/Geometry Of Feelings in 2016. We 
release mixtapes monthly on a podcast platform which 
can be downloaded on iTunes and Podomatic. 

WHICH GENRE ARE YOU MORE INTO?
Growing up I used to enjoy jazz music which played 

a huge role to my favourite genre, which is house (deep 
house/ soulful house). 

WHAT IS THE MOST INTERESTING THING 
ABOUT BEING A DJ?

The love and support I get from my fans and 
supporters. That really keeps me going.

WHAT CHALLENGES HAVE YOU FACED 
DURING THE PANDEMIC?

The restrictions created fear for promoters, which 
made it difficult for them to book artists and it led to 
many not getting work. 

ARE THE CROWDS YOU PLAY FOR AT 
VARIOUS PLACES RECEPTIVE TO DEEP 
SOULFUL HOUSE?

Most of the crowds I play for appreciate my sets and 
I have realized that there are quite a number of deep 
soulful house music lovers around. 

WHAT CAN YOUR FANS EXPECT FROM YOU 
IN THE FUTURE?

I am dropping a debut single in December which 
will be followed by an EP in 2022 and later an album. 
I will also be doing tours in and around South Africa 
throughout the festive season. 

WHAT IS YOUR FESTIVE MESSAGE TO 
PEOPLE OUT THERE?

May we all abide to the Covid-19 regulations and 
keep ourselves and loved ones safe. This pandemic has 
really been drastic to most, so let us do our best to flatten 
the curve and end it by adhering to the rules. Enjoy the 
holidays but do it responsibly.

YOLISWA KHUMALO

Brandon Dhludhlu is also 
part of the line-up.

DJ Spenk.

Stand-up comedian, Abuti Lolo.

DJ Spenk on the decks.

Inspired by the likes of Oscar Mbo, it is without a doubt that he is 
one of the best young upcoming DJs in the province. Mpumalanga 
Mirror caught up with DJ Spenk where he shared more on his love 
for deejaying and his future plans. 

6TH ANNUAL CULTURAL XPERIENCE TO DAZZLE6TH ANNUAL CULTURAL XPERIENCE TO DAZZLE

Five minutes with Delmas’ DJ Spenk

The 6th annual Mpumalanga 
Cultural Xperience is back with 
a bang and promises to be bigger 
and better in the events calendar.

The Comedy Xperience will be 
the first instalment on December 
2 at Emnotweni Arena. This will 
be the opening of the Xperience 
series of events. On stage will 
be the province’s seasoned 
comedians Mduduzi Ntuli and 
Tsietsi Matlakala. Inno Mash, 
Abuti Lolo, Fana Dladla and 

Oscar Mabunda will also give the 
audience the chuckles.

Actress and comedian, Celeste 
Ntuli is billed to also perform. 
She will give us a taste of her 
Money & Men Tour. She is 
currently on a comedy tour 
around the country. 

She was also featured by 
popular podcaster, Mac G on his 
show on Channel O. 

Ntuli is a seasoned comedian 
and was also popular for her 
role in Mzansi Magic’s Isibaya. 
She has worked with various 
comedians in the industry. On 

stage, she will be performing 
alongside Siya Seya and Thabo 
ER.

Meanwhile, the main festival 
is dominated by local artists who 
will be showcasing their craft to 
the crowds and big acts. General 
Muzka, J Spitter, Crystal Sounds, 
Spice and Sisco. These are one 
to look out for, not forgetting 
Passion Master and Phumla 
Music, Bussai, Madumane, Chilla 
Flamez and Zodwa Mabena.

The industry’s cream of 
musicians will headline the main 
festival with Afro-pop sensation, 
Kelly Khumalo, DJ Sumbody, 
Brenden Praise and rappers 
Kwesta and  
Big Zulu will be set the stage 
alight on December 4.

The soothing sounds of soul 
will be blasted at the Lowveld 
Botanical Gardens on December 
5. Last season’s Idol’s winner 
Zama Khumalo will be belting 
out some of the songs she’s 
been working on under Kalawa 
Jazmee. 

She will be performing 
alongside her Brandon who will 
also serenade the crowd. Vusi 
“Snova” Nova, Mafikizolo, Blaq 
Diamond and Metro FM’s Sentle 
Lehoko and Wilson B Nkosi. 

Ligwagwala’s Sweetmike will 
also add his sweet sounds of soul. 
Get your tickets before they are 
sold out, see you there!

Brendan Praise.

SA Idols Season 16 winner, 
Zama Khumalo is one of 
the headliners for the Soul 
Xperience.

 JABULANE KHUMALO
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A glimmer of hope filled both communities 
of Nkomazi and Bushbuckridge local 
municipalities when tourism practitioners 
engaged directly with service providers on 
their tools of trade to ensure that their projects 
run smoothly and profitable, too.

It’s thanks to an initiative brought 
about by the National Department of 
Tourism in partnership with Ehlanzeni 
District Municipality, including Nkomazi 
Local Municipality, Bushbuckridge Local 
Municipality and a representative from the 
Mpumalanga Tourism and Parks Agency 
(MTPA), too.

The objective of the training sessions 
were meant to take tourism practitioners in 
the two municipalities, step by step through 
processes of registering their businesses, 
applying for funding, upskilling themselves 
as owners and their staff, proper financial and 
credit management and further boosting their 
businesses by participating in the various 
programmes provided by the three tiers of 
governance, which are national, provincial, 
district and local government levels.

In light of the coronavirus pandemic from 
March 2020, it affected the country’s economy 
and left it in dire straits, with workers losing 
jobs, production in various industries affected, 
hence the need to upscale provision of 
commodities to revive the economy.

There arose the need to interact with local 
business, especially the tourism sector to 
bolster the much-needed transformation 
in the industry and open doors widely 
for practitioners from the previously 
disadvantaged, to enter the industry, thus the 
access to funding information needed to be 
addressed,

During the two workshops held in the two 
local municipalities, they had the presence 
of expertise from the Department of Tourism 
who presented papers which explicitly 
outlined in practical manner, on how to access 
“Tourism Incentive Programmes” presented 
by Mr Mpumelelo Motsa; “Tourism Skill 
Development Programmes” by Ms Prudence 
Makuya, “Tourism Enterprise Development” 
also presented by Mr Colbert Mgwena and Mr 
Thulo Metsing.

The participants were further taken through 
“Development Finance Institutions,” whereby, 
they received direct insight into accessing 
funding from various government-linked 
financial institutions which included, among 
others, the Small Enterprise Development 
Agency (SEDA) represented by Ms Andile 

Jambane and Ms Carol Matsheka, respectively.
They took them through the functions of 

SEDA which was explained as a non-financial 
institution which assists all sectors in business 
on services offered which are business 
information, conducted through assessments 
and consultancy basis, training on basic 
business skills, mentorship and co-operative 
development and developing business plans.

Industrial Development Corporation (IDC) 
through Mr Paul Nyathi came in handy in 
simplifying the institution’s strategic business 
unit which supports business ventures such 
as industrial, mining, manufacturing, agro-
processing, tourism and small businesses.

IDC, it was further clarified, also offers 
start-up funding, supports youth initiatives and 
subsidises various business ventures across the 
spectrum.

The National Empowerment Fund (NEF) 
through Mr Bongani Qokose  and Ms 
Kgaugelo Sibuyi were at hand to offer eye-
opening information on how the institution 
operates. First, he informed the audience that 
they have an office based at Absa Square, 2nd 
Floor in Mbombela.

One of the most enterprising businesses 
they’ve funded which has never disappointed 
is filling station businesses, because, as he 
stated: “They apply for funding and pay 
back within no time and they go on to accrue 
enormous profit from an initial R1-50 million 
funding. Women are at the centre of these 

entities as we support women empowerment in 
all our endeavours.

“We provide mentorship, marketing free of 
charge and all the business entities we support 
should be based in townships and rural areas,” 
he added.

 On “Tourism Sector Codes,” they were 
taken through the basis and functioning of the 
“Tourism Grading Criteria” by Ms Rethabile 
Lebethe “and “B-BEE Tourism Sector Code” 
by Ms Kgabo Makgupya.

However, the participants engaged with 
the presenters on personal problems and 
experiences which were amicably tackled 
to allay their fears. Further trainings were 
announced to be an ongoing phenomenon, 
going forward to ensure the communities 
grow in business, especially in tourism 
development.

It was, therefore, agreed as a way forward, 
that these meetings will be co-ordinated via 
Whatsapp groups each month, to catch up on 
developments, thereafter, every quarter they 
will convene with the facilitators.

Summing up the proceedings, Mr S 
Nyembe, Manager for LED and Tourism at 
the Bushbuckridge Local Municipality said: 
“It would be pointless to convene such an 
important deliberation and not follow up 
with catch-up meetings to ensure both parties 
meet their obligations. I foresee growth in the 
manner the deliberations unfolded. Tourism is 
certainly destined for enormous growth.”

TOURISM INFORMATION TOURISM INFORMATION 
SESSIONS BOOST SESSIONS BOOST 
COMMUNITIES’ HOPESCOMMUNITIES’ HOPES

What’s the objective of the 
Mpumalanga Xperience?

My professional showbiz instinct tells me 
that this is a provincial cultural project whose 
main objective is to promote the province’s 
cultural and heritage and tourism attractions 
through the arts in all their dimensions.

The Free State’s MACUFE annual cultural 
festivities is one example of many years of 
success that that province has experienced 
tumultuous success which, in its nature, 
has continued attracting international, 
national and local audiences who fill up 
their venues to the brim with quality artists 
and performances across the spectrum - if 
there are any of their local artists that match 
the various standards, they are included, 
otherwise dololo.

In all honesty, as a local artist, refine 
your act and professionalise it, go out there 
and test it against others in many other 
platforms like in the olden days, artists used 
to migrate to Johannesburg to seek their own 
artistic gold and succeeded, some failed and 
withered, to extent of spending nights at the 
famous Park Station benches and dancing the 
night away at local nightclubs.

Things changed as many artists have 
acquired tertiary qualifications as musicians 
in the different disciplines on offer, you just 
don’t wake up suddenly you drop out of 
school and become a talented musician and 
be a star - it’s not the case nowadays, you’ve 
got to have class.

Back to our Xperience, how many of our 
artists meet the grade of having been tried, 
tested, released their music out of which one 
could be graded with and having received 
gold and platinum discs?

Is it easy for music promoters, if there are 
still any, to pick out a line-up befitting of 
drawing audiences far and wide?

Nowadays anyone is a music promoter 
as long as they have the right connections 
to afford them to stage a concert or festival, 
hence the standards have fallen to their 
lowest ebbs.

My advice to the Department of Culture, 
Sports and Recreation, in their capacity 
as potential funders of initiatives as the 
Mpumalanga Cultural Xperience, is to 
formerly advertise for a promoter or 
promoters, select the best and competitive 
ones that will realize their dream through 
the Xperience objective, which is promote 
the provincial cultural potential in order 
to catapult Mpumalanga’s potential on par 
with the best in the land, continentally and 
internationally, too.

We don’t need all this hullabaloo that’s 
taking place at the moment with even 
nonentities, having their say.

The Department needs to take charge at 
this juncture because a lot has gone wrong 
and rescue the situation. It’s true they can’t, 
constitutionally run shows, but assist and 
provide platforms for artists to test their 
strengths on, but artists should know that this 
platform is not meant to babysit anyone, only 
the best professionally will survive.

Take it or leave it, no one is special as we 
want to catapult to the status of the Macufes 
and many others.

Don’t boycott this year, give them a 
chance to put their house in order, but they 
must know that time is not on their side 
because, as I indicated earlier, it’s not about 
the high number of local artists you feature, 
but quality counts in this arena.

BONGANI HLATSHWAYO

BONGANI HLATSHWAYO

Tourism presenters with Bushbuckridge’s manager for LED and Tourism Mr S Nyembe 
(third from left).

Ms Kgabo Makgupya from the National Department of Tourism takes the participants through the Broadbased BBE Tourism 
Sector Code.
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27 
NOV
2021 

Dibaba  | Nhlazatshe | Libutfo | 
Maskandi 

Tingabisa | Izinkonjani | Imbali 
Lutsango | Sibhaca | 
Amalandamhlophe 

Inala | Ezitholeni | Mafube  
Gert Sibande Indian Group 

Buhle Bama Ndebele | Masizakhe 
Amahlokohloko | Masikane |

and many more.

TRADITIONAL 
XPERIENCE

Venue: Glenmore Sports Ground 
      Mpisikasi Traditional 
      Council, Gert Sibande 
      District Municipality

Time:   09:00    

ALL MPUMALANGA ARTISTS

FREE

02 
DEC

2021 
COMEDY 

XPERIENCE
Venue:  Emnotweni Arena
  City of Mbombela 
  Ehlanzeni District

Time:  18:00

 

Provincial Artists 
Mduduzi Ntuli | Tsietsi Matlakala

Inno Mash | Abuti Lolo | Fana 
Dladla

Oscar Mabunda | DJ Luu Deep
 3x winners of Comedy Xperience 

Talent 
Search Competition   

National Artists
 Siya Seya 

Thabang ER | Celeste Ntuli 
 

 Total Artists:  Mpumalanga10
                           National       03

 

  
 www.ticketpros.co.za  

R150 

03 
DEC

2021 

Venue:  Start - Citrus Crescent
     (behind SARS & Pick ‘n Pay)
     End - Promenade 
     Shopping Centre
     City of Mbombela
       Ehlanzeni District
Time:   07:00 

CARNIVAL 
XPERIENCE

Brass Band 
SAPS Brass Band and Drillers

SANDF Brass Band and Drillers 
SANDF Combat Cars 

Drum Majorettes

Traditional Groups:
Sepulane | Indian | Sepedi  | Sotho

Xhosa | Afrikaans | Khoisan | Tswana 
Xitsonga | SiSwati | Ndebele | Zulu

Guest Artist:
Jeff Maluleke 

ALL MPUMALANGA ARTISTS

#MPUCE21

04 
DEC

2021 

Venue:  Ermelo, Msukaligwa 
      Local Municipality
      Gert Sibande 
      District Municipality

Time:     09:00

CHORAL 
XPERIENCE

• Divine Voices  
 • Ehlanzeni Choral Sound

• Elukwatini Harmonies 
• Nhlazatshe Lutheran Church 

Choir
• Ehlanzeni Classical Chamber 

• Mkhuhlu Choral Choir
• Msukaligwa Music Initiative 

• TUT Emalahleni
• Emalahleni Choral Sounds

•Ikhethelo Lobuciko
• Praisers of God Zion Choir 

• Clap and Tap Choir
•Ubuhle Buka Jehovah Gospel 

Singers

ALL MPUMALANGA CHOIRS

04 
DEC

2021 
CULTURAL 
XPERiENCE
MARATHON

5 KM & 10 KM
Fun Runs and other 
Sporting Activities 

Venue:  GaMorwe Stadium
      Dr JS Moroka
      Municipality Nkangala  
      District

Time:        06:00

04 
DEC

2021 

Venue:   Mbombela Stadium
              City of Mbombela 
       Ehlanzeni District

Time:     10:00

MAIN 
FESTiVAL

XPERiENCE

Mpumalanga Artists
 General Muzka | J Spitter

Crystal Sounds | Spice | Sisco Tee 
Brenden Praise | Passion Master

Phumla Music | Bussai | Madumane 
Chilla Flamez | Zodwa Mabena

National Artists
Kelly Khumalo | Kwesta  
Big Zulu | DJ Sumbody 

Total Artists: Mpumalanga 12
   National        04 

BUT LIMiTED TO
1 500 PEOPLE FREE 

VENUE:COMMUNIO 

D E C
2 0 2 1

Mpumalanga Artists:
  Brandon | Zama | Zinhle Mtsweni

Musa Nene | Nhlakanipho 
Sweet Mike | Celani Dube | Lil Da Kid

 Wilson B Nkosi  

 National Artists:
         Sentle Lehoko | Vusi Nova | Mafikizolo 

       Blaq Diamond 

 
   

05 
DEC

2021 
SOUL SESSiON 

XPERiENCE

Venue:  Lowveld Botanical
      Garden
      City of Mbombela 
      Ehlanzeni District

Time:    11:00

Total Artists: Mpumalanga 09
        National        04 

  
www.ticketpros.co.za  

R150 
 @ 

Mpumalanga Artists
 Lungile Mhango

 Qiniso Mabaso | Eleck | Sfiso S  
Bushbuckridge Explosion
Ian Calf | Pastor Anderson 
Matsane  Mphotholozi | 
Nompumelelo Mtsweni 

Ndumiso Makubule | 
Nkazimulo Gospel Group

 National Artists:
Ashifashaba | Jabu Hlongwana | 

Jumbo 
Ncubeko Mbatha | Ntokozo 

Mbambo  

12 
DEC

2021 

Venue: Communio Church
     Mbombela Local 
     Municipality 
     Ehlanzeni District

Time:     17:00

GOSPEL 
MUSiC AWARDS

NO MASK, NO ENTRY

Total Artists: Mpumalanga   11
              National          05 

FROM R200 
 @   

Computicket  

Cultural Mpumalanga Xperience 2021

Return to play! 
it’s in your hands!

 @ FREE

FREE



6 COMMUNITY

#Faceup! #SocialDistance! #Washup!

VALENCIA – During a bleak period 
with load shedding playing a pivotal 
role in hindering learners’ studies both 
at school and at home, pupils at Valencia 
Combined School were fortunate to 
receive over 40 solar energy lighters, 
thanks to TotalEnergies gesture on 
Friday 12 November.

The learners were also recipients of 
six full sets of sports equipment for 
the school’s six teams, both male and 
females. On top of that, TotalEnergies 
also included soccer boots for each of 

the players. Two gazibos engraved in the 
company’s logos were also donated to 
the school for usage during their spoorts 
meetings.

According to TotalEnergies’ 
Mbombela Depot Manager, Sally 
Mathebula: “TotalEnergies as a fuel 
supply company in the province, through 
its corporate social investment (CSI), 
found it fit to assist learners in its 
operational area, hence we handsomely 
provided for Valencia Combined School.

“It’s within our endeavour to 
contribute to the grooming of future 
sports stars, and by the look of things, 
we’re motivated by the school’s 

organised manner and the determination 
to reach the skies is written all over their 
eyes.

“TotalEnergies, on the other hand, is 
a energy company, hence we donated 
the solar lights to assist them whenever 
load shedding creeps in during the day 
at school and it will also assist them at 
home, too,” she stated.

A Ms Pillay, deputy principal said: 
“It is with the deepest gratitude that 
we, as a school, welcome the kind 
gesture by TotalEnergies and it came 
at an opportune time. We promise that 
that stars will be produced from this 
initative.”
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Zonda Insila Programme opens 
opportunities for the unemployed

Many previously unemployed 
youth in Mpumalanga are showing 
a growing interest and willingness 
to be part of the Zonda Insila 
Programme (ZIP) that aims at 
creating job opportunities and 
empowering young people to start 
and sustain their own businesses in 
the waste recycling sector.

The Zonda Insila Programme 
was first launched in Breyten in the 
Msukaligwa Local Municipality 
in March 2019, with only four 
projects.  The programme has since 
grown to a total of 14 projects, 
with five in Nkangala, two in 
Bohlabela, one in Gert Sibande 
and six in the Ehlanzeni District.  

The youth who participate 
in the ZIP initiative, whose 
main objective is to save the 
environment from harmful 
pollution, littering and illegal 
dumping, have since become their 
own bosses.  

They run these recycling 

cooperatives with the support of 
the Mpumalanga Department of 
Agriculture, Rural Development, 
Land and Environmental Affairs, 
and the assistance from several 
private companies and local 
municipalities.  

Although they receive a 
stipend from the Department, the 
participants are also enjoying an 
income generated from the sale of 
the recyclable waste material that 
they collect.

ZIP participants have an 
important role to play in 
communities.  They clear illegal 
dumping and littering areas. 
During that process, they separate 
residuals from recyclables, 
sort waste according to the 
specification of their clients, the 
Recyclers.  This is all thanks to 
private companies like PETCO, 
Plastic SA and other affiliates of 
the Institute of Waste Management 
of South Africa (IWMSA), which 

provide training and workshops on 
waste and business management.  

So far, the department has 
witnessed these private companies 
donating baling machines and 
PPEs to many young people in 
the sector.  Local municipalities 
also assist with the conveying of 
residuals in refuse bags to landfill 
sites.

With the level of interest shown 
and growing number of informal 
waste pickers, there is no doubt 
that ZIP is encouraging more and 
more young people to shift their 
thinking towards waste.  

But the ZIP impact will be more 
effective if communities change 
their attitude towards the handling 
of waste, and must support the ZIP 
participants by discarding waste 
responsibly, and avoid illegal 
dumping.  Afterall, ZIP encourages 
communities and young people, in 
particular, to see waste as the new 
wealth.

TotalEnergies Sally Mathebula and colleague donating solar 
lights to top five achievers at Valencia Combined School to 
assist them during loadshedding.

Recyclable bottles sorted accordingly by the Luphisi ZIP team.

Vezubuhle ZIP participants pose next to the PETCO-donated recyclables container.

Six sports teams that benefitted from TotalEnergies.

BONGANI HLATSHWAYO
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KABOKWENI - More 
than 8 000 children 
vaccinated in the province 
during the Vooma 
Vaccination Weekend.

Minister of Health, Dr 
Joe Phaahla led the three-
day initiative to intensify 
the vaccine rollout 
programme in Emalahleni. 
The second phase ran 
smoothly in the Mkhondo 
Local Municipality, 
where scores of people 
were vaccinated at the 
designated sites.

In the Ehlanzeni 
District, most young 
people registered and 
vaccinated. 

Speaking to three 
youngsters, Thando 
Lukhele (20), at the 
Kabokweni Shopping 
Complex, said she 
received her first jab and 
encouraged others to 
vaccinate. 

“I came across a lady 
while I was at the complex 
and she encouraged 
me to get the vaccine. 
Afterwards, I was fine and 
there were no side effects 
that I experienced.

“I would like to 
encourage my peers 
to get the jab. There is 
nothing to it and it is to 
everyone’s benefit. This is 
the only way we can stop 
the spread of Covid-19 so 
that we can go back to  
the way things were,”  
she said.

Sabelo Mkhwanazi 
pointed out that he 

vaccinated because he 
feared the worst. He said 
this will ensure that it 
protects him against the 
virus at all times. 

“People are still dying 
and it is heart-breaking. 
For those of us who 
are still alive, it is our 
responsibility to ensure 
we vaccinate and protect 
each other. 

“That is how we can 
weaken this pandemic. I 
encourage everyone to 
get the jab because we 
cannot foresee the future. 
It is wise to vaccinate now 
while the vaccine is still 
free. There will be a time 
when it will be charged. 
Let us take advantage of 
this opportunity and get 
vaccinated,” he warned.

Meanwhile, Grade 9 
learner, Thembeka, said 
the youngsters should not 
believe the myths about 
the vaccine. 

“There are a lot of 
myths and I believe, as 
young people, we know 
better. We are the future 
of this country and we 
should lead by example. 
Research has shown that 
the vaccine is safe for all. 

“Therefore, it is our 
responsibility to educate 
others to deal with the 
myths. Europe has 
vaccinated most of its 
population, if not all. We 
can do the same and 
it starts with the youth 
to lead the way,” said 
Thembeka.

HEALTH

YOUNGSTERS LEAD IN 
VOOMA VACCINE WEEKEND

Volunteers.

KaBokweni community member receiving a vaccine.

Health officials capturing information.

Thembeka Jele.

Sabelo Mkhwanazi.

Thando Lukhele.

Community member about to 
receive the vaccine.

Minister Dr Joe Phaahla 
interacting with members of the 
community in Mkhondo.
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Birds of the same feathers flock 
together. Rugby pair, Njabulo 
Shabangu and Njabulo “Mbeja” Zulu 
are of the same feathers on the field.

The flanks got selected by the 
Pumas recently for the U-18 Craven 
Week in Durban. They faced off with 
the U-18 Sharks team. 

Zulu’s nickname, Mbeja, simply 
means he can get away with anything. 
With a ball in his hand, he’s a hard 
player to put down on the field. He 
says the match was a benchmark for 
him to prove himself as he paves the 
way to professional rugby soon.

“I felt it was a good place to prove 
myself and get to know some players 
I will face soon. I was privileged to 
be selected. I had mixed emotions but 
generally, I was happy,” he noted.

The Lowveld High School 
matriculant, admits that although it 
was a good match, he did not have 

much time for training. However, 
he said he made the best of the 
opportunity.

“I honestly felt like I did not have 
enough training. I felt I was not or 
rather I was not myself. Should I 
have trained more, I would perform 
throughout and would have a much 
better game than I did. 

“When I get onto the field, I always 
tell myself that I must give in 100% 
from the start to finish. I think when I 
am on the field, no player is better than 
me. Every tackle, stealing every ball, 
cleaning and sealing it, requires one to 
have prepared mentally when I am on 
the field,” he added.

Mbeja says he wants to leave a 
legacy at his school and achieve what 
no player can match against him. He 
wants to be one of the best players 
Lowveld High has ever produced.

Meanwhile, Shabangu, who also 
plays for the Lowveld High Rugby 
Team, shared the same sentiments as 
Mbeja. 

“To be selected, needs commitment. 
The game with the Sharks was a tough 
one, but we pulled through. We lost 
but it was good motivation for me so 
that I can work on my skills.

“I loved rugby the face time I learnt 
about the sports. I started playing and 
this is me today. I believe I have a 
bright future in the sport and I want to 
make sure that I keep my eyes on the 
ball,” said Shabangu.

The Matsulu-based player says he 
looks forward to finishing school in 
two years so that he seeks greener 
pastures.

“I do not want to let myself down. I 
am still quite young and I believe my 
dreams are valid. I see myself playing 
for big teams. I was hoping I would 
get a scholarship by now so that I can 
enhance and nurture my skill in a good 
environment. 

“That moment will change my life 
for the better. However, I am grateful 
that I am playing now and I am hoping 
for nothing but the best,” he ended.

RUGBY PAIR GIVE RUGBY PAIR GIVE 
THEIR ALL IN THEIR ALL IN 
CRAVEN WEEKCRAVEN WEEK

JABULANE KHUMALO

LEGENDARY SPORTS 
BROADCASTER, ROBERT 
MARAWA IS BACK ON THE 
AIRWAVES DOING WHAT HE 
LOVES MOST
Marawa partnered with Arena Holdings to broadcast his 
award-winning sports show, Marawa Sport Worldwide 
(MSW), live on platforms including Mpumalanga’s Rise 
FM, Sowetan newspaper’s website and Vuma FM in 
KwaZulu-Natal. 
Sports lovers in Mpumalanga can be rest assured 
that the seasoned broadcaster will be live soon on 
their radios. The 90-minute show goes live on Monday 
between 17:00 and 19:00. Marawa was fired by the SABC 
in July. He said he was nervous and excited about the 
new venture and partnership.

Njabulo Shbangu in action.


