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MBOMBELA - Load-shedding may have 
been reduced to stage 3 from Wednesday 
morning, however, these blackouts are crippling 
businesses and residents, alike..

Most residents in some parts of the province 
spent, have hours without electricity resulting 
in some people’s household appliances, being 
damaged. For businesses, production has been 
slow and money is lost.

Speaking to three business owners, their 
worst fear is the continuation of the blackouts 
even during the festive season. This could affect 
their businesses greatly as they will not be able 
to support their families.

Claude Kruger of Urban House in 
Mbombela, said the blackouts are costing them 
their clientele, which has a negative impact.

“In some instances, we had to close early 
which affects our trading time. At times it 
cuts our trading time by an hour. Last week 
Saturday was a disaster because we had to close 
that night due to load shedding. It is ridiculous, 
however, we do have a generator but I can 
imagine other businesses that do not have one.”

“The load shedding is nothing but 
incompetence from Eskom’s end. We have 
been through tough times during the peak of 
Covid-19 pandemic. Now we have to deal with 
Eskom’s incompetence. 

“I believe Eskom had more than enough 
time to get their things in order. There was no 
load shedding during elections, but now we 
are paying heftily for it. They do not do their 
maintenance, we also pay for that. This is just 
absolutely ridiculous.”

Meanwhile, News Cafe manager in 
Emalahleni, Clement Ngwenya said they are 
indirectly affected by the blackouts. “When 
there is load shedding there is a generator that 
puts the lights back on. However, our patrons 
are affected as a result of the loadshedding. It 
does have an impact in more ways than one 
because the network’s reception is not  
even there.

“It then affects card payments and other 
things that depend on electricity. My plea to 
Eskom is to find a solution to eradicate load 
shedding. 

“It has been a long time and we have had 
enough of it. We now need solutions because 
we cannot carry on like this,” he said.

El Madre Biltong and Butchery’s, Annatjie 
Kinneke shared the same sentiments as 
Ngwenya. She said when the power is down, 
her network reception is poor and that affects 
her capturing of sales. “We do not directly 
experience load shedding, but its effects have a 
huge impact. It is not good for business and for 
the residents either. Customers come in and buy 
only to find that the card machine’s reception 
is poor. How are we supposed to operate our 
businesses? Eskom needs to do something 
about this immediately.”

On Tuesday Eskom announced that it will 
reduce load-shedding to stage 3 until 5 am 
on Friday. Stage 2 will be maintained until 
Saturday, November 13, and lift load-shedding 
which will enable operations to return to 
normal.

During a Virtual Media Briefing Eskom 
Group Chief Executive, André de Ruyter with 
Eskom’s management team will give an update 
on the current system challenges.

De Ruyter said some municipalities did not 
play their role in implementing load-shedding.

“During Stage 2, we did not realize that they 
do not meet their obligations in implementing 
load-shedding. We then had to take to stage 4 

because they only contributed a fractional part 
of their commitment. We have engaged with 
those municipalities and we are grateful to 
those who continue to comply.”

He also warned that load-shedding would 
remain a risk until 4000 MW to 6000 MW 
of new capacity is added to the grid, but said 
Eskom is not on the brink of a total blackout.

“Until such time that we add the 4,000 to 
6,000 megawatts that we’ve been talking about 
for the past two years, the risk of load shedding 
is going to remain.”

“I don’t think we’re on the brink of a total 
system collapse. We have, I think, one of the 
best system operators in the world. This is 
exactly as intended to prevent a total system 
blackout. Regrettably, we have to from time to 
time implement load shedding to avoid those 
risks from becoming a reality,” he said.

A statement from Eskom stated that the 
emergency generation reserves had shown 
significant progress over the past few days, but 
it added that it was necessary to continue with 
load shedding to fully replenish the reserves. 

Total breakdowns currently amount to  
12 709MW while planned maintenance is  
6 164MW of capacity.

LOADSHEDDING LOADSHEDDING 
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JABULANE KHUMALO



NEWS2 Mpumalanga Mirror / November 12, 2021

#Faceup! #SocialDistance! #Washup!

MBOMBELA - Seemingly, old grudges have 
come to the fore as parties are strictly weighing 
out their right partners to form coalition 
governing structures after the gruelling local 
government elections which were marred by 
low voter turnout.

The voter turnout has thus forced the ruling 
party, ANC, to seek partners to form coalition 
governing structures to ensure efficient service 
delivery, going forward.

At the same time, it has emerged that both the 
ANC and the DA hold bigger slices in terms of 
votes attained - the ANC, unfortunately, didn’t 
receive any absolute majority.

This scenario, therefore, places them to seek 
coalition partners to form coalition governments 
in Lekwa Local Municipality in Standerton 
and Steve Tshwete Local Municipality in 
Middelburg.

They were hardest hit In these two 
municipalities because of blatant blunders of 
ignoring vital service delivery initiatives that 
eventually led the communities to establish the 
Lekwa Community Forum (LCF) and MHRF 
that contested the elections against them, thus 
attaining19.43% and 11.09%, respectively.

Surely, both these structures will refuse to 
partner with the ruling party as their aim is to 
prove a point when governing their structures.

At the same time, the DA has announced 
through its national leader, John Steenhuisen 
that the party will not go into any coalitions 
with both the ANC and the EFF on Sunday 
evening.

The DA has ruled out going into a coalition 
with the ANC, EFF. 
DA leader John Steenhuisen said it was not 
the DA’s job to save the ANC.
The DA said it would only go into coalition 
with parties that shared similar values. 

Steenhuisen said: “It is not the DA’s role to 
save the ANC. It’s not what our voters want; it’s 
not what the DA stands for as a party.”

He added that the DA were the real 
kingmakers and the alternative to the ANC 
because of the size of the party and that 
it managed to retain its position after the 
municipal elections as the second biggest party 
in terms of votes.

Images (Photo by Gallo Images/Die Burger/
Lulama Zenzile)

“As the DA, we have recommitted ourselves 
to further weakening the ANC over the two 
years ahead of the 2024 elections, but more 
importantly, we want to bring them below 50% 
in those elections and to that effect, we will not 
be entering into any coalition agreements with 
the EFF, the ANC and any other party that does 
not subscribe to constitutionalism, the rule of 
law, a social market economy and a capable 
state and non-racism. These are non-negotiables 
for the DA.”

However, on the provincial front, the DA’s 
provincial leader, Jane Sithole interviewed after 
the elections, expressed the DA’s sentiments on 
entering into coalitions provincially thus: 

“The DA have been in coalitions for some 

time since 2006 in the City of Cape Town. We 
have learnt our lessons and we have made clear 
that we will not go into a coalition with parties 
that do not share the same values and principles 
as the DA. 

“It is going to be very tough negotiations 
when it comes to that, but it needs to benefit 
the residents because if we do not share the 
same values and principles, it may damage the 
very residents who we are trying to serve. It’s 
basically sabotages service delivery,” ended 
Sithole.

Meanwhile, the ANC’s acting provincial 
secretary, Lindiwe Ntshalintshali admitted that 
the voter turnout was too low due to certain 
factors such as lack of service delivery in some 
areas and Covid-19, among other things. 

“We need to teach our communities that they 
cannot expect government to render services 
and not pay for services. Our residents must 
be responsible enough so that when they pay, 
municipalities can do more. 

“We need to make sure that when we identify 
problems in the community, we can make sure 
that they are attended to. We need to check 
if there is money because that very money is 
sourced from rates and taxes. 

“It is high time that we teach them that 
responsibility because we tend to think that 
government is obliged as prescribed by the 
constitution. However, communities have a role 
to play so that we can deliver more services to 
them,”stated Ntshalintshali.
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LGE 2021
Local government elections 2021 have 

come and they are not gone as they’ll be 
with us for the next five years, all in an 
endeavour for councillors to truthfully 
delivering on their promises.

This time around, it’s not only the 
ANC that has been bestowed absolute 
power to handle basic service delivery 
unto the communities, but the votes 
were splintered amongst the various 
political parties that were contesting the 
elections.

Coalition governing of various 
metropolitans, districts and local 
municipalities are in the offing already. 
There are sworn rivals like the DA 
which earlier declared it won’t enter 
into any coalition governance with 
the ANC. There’s Herman Mashaba’s 
ActionSA, to say the least - methinks 
that democratically, the majority parties 
should accommodate some of the 
smaller parties into their coalitions in 
order for them to gain experience local 
governance in what it really entails.

Previous coalitions have proven 
to be failures on local soil because 
of squabbling among the partners 
dominated and wasted people’s time 
and also wasted taxpayers money in the 
process.

Is there any money stashed aside for 
service delivery? How is it accrued by 
the various municipalities to enable 
them to deliver on their promises?

In essence, have any of the political 
parties sat down with communities 
and provided them with integrated 
development planning and what role 
each household plays in the plenary of 
distribution of basic services? 

Have they directly informed them that 
failure for them, communities, failing 
to keep pace with their payments for 
water and electricity and other required 
services results in the unavailability of 
funds to buy necessities like electricity 
from Eskom and water from water 
utilities to enable efficient supply of 
water to the communities?

Do we have that calibre of councillors 
with the capacity to execute their duties 
with great aplomb?

Surely, I think this time around, 
political parties have learned a lesson 
or two in their selection criteria for 
their representatives in all governance 
structures - for instance you can’t have 
a member of the mayoral committee 
(MMC) for finance without a finance 
qualification and in all other sections.

I believe that political parties on the 
ground have learned their lessons. We’re 
looking forward to better governance 
and better community liaison, including 
cooperation from the community itself 
for a better future.

Welcome to the new set of local 
governors. May your stay for the next 
five years, live up to expectations.

BONGANI HLATSHWAYO

Deputy President David Mabuza casting his vote in Barberton.

DA Provincial leader Jane Sithole. A voter ensuring he makes the right mark.
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MBOMBELA – It’s unbelievable that Nicolette 
Sihlangu had set her eyes on the fashion industry 
before working in various local salons and up to a 
point of renting space at a garage, running her own 
business. 

Initially, she approached a salon owner in White 
River while working for a leading cellular phone 
company. Things did not go as planned after 
attempting a hairstyle as part of her interview, but she 
did not give up. 

“I remember how bad that razor cut turned out,” she 
chuckles. “I was so eager to learn and the owner of 
that salon gave me a chance to work there by starting 
off as a cleaner, welcoming clients and later washing 
their hair. 

“One day I decided that during my spare time, I 
would do people’s hair for free at home by trying out 
some of hairstyles,” she quipped assuredly. 

After two years, she opened her own salon and 
rented a garage in Tekwane South where she operated. 
However, the sad reality was that financially, she was 
not stable and had to source materials to ensure she 
had equipment for her salon. 

Although her first basin was a bucket she used 
for her clients, she says she is grateful to have gone 
through such experiences because they taught her 
patience and perseverance. 

She still felt the need to generate more income in 
order for her business to grow. That’s how the idea of 
a mobile beauty salon came about. It was going well 
until the Covid-19 pandemic last year. She eventually 

found a place to rent in Sonpark where her clientele 
grew.

Fast forward to 2021, she’s opened Nicole’s Beauty 
Parlour where she’s employed two young females. 

The self-taught hairdresser considers her journey to 
being an independent hairdresser, as God’s plan. She 
draws inspiration from herself and clients who have 
continued to support her business. 

“Over the years, I learnt so much and trends change 
from time to time, but my signature hairstyle that I 
am confident about, is the high ponytail where I apply 
styling gel. 

“My clients love it and I am glad that I have the 
ability to be creative daily. There’s nothing that gives 
me joy than a client stepping out of here feeling 
good,” she says. 

Her plans include expanding her business to other 
places where she can employ more people. With her 
social media marketing skills, she has no doubt that 
she’ll soar to greater heights. 

She believes in good customer service and 
respecting clients, hence she’s managed to maintain 
sustainable relationships with most of her clients. 

She advises people to prioritize taking care of their 
hair to avoid damage and receding hairlines. She is 
also not a fan of harsh products when it comes to hair. 

“Realistically, the harsher the product, the more 
damage to the scalp and roots! Rather use products 
you are familiar with and treat your hair regularly. 
Remember, when your hair is done, you feel beautiful 
and confident,” she signed off.

To check out the latest hair trends,follow her on:
Facebook: Nicolette Sihlangu 
Instagram: Nicole’s Beauty Parlour 

BEHOLD: THOU ART IN NICOLE’S 
BEAUTY PARLOUR
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YOLISWA KHUMALO 

It transpired during this year’s 
Mpumalanga Gospel Music Awards 
(MGOMA) nominations announcement 
that experience and tenacity played a 
major role when the outcomes were 
announced.

MGOMA is part of the Department 
of Culture, Sport and Recreation’s 
annual Mpumalanga Xperience, and 
the MGOMA will be taking place at 
the Nelspruit Communio Hall on 12 
December during a glittering ceremony.

Thulamanqoba, real name Thulani 
Lukhele, whose spiritually filled track, 
“Amandla Endumiso” seemed to 
dominate the stakes from a compilation 
that is self-composed and is originally 
Thulamanqoba’s.

He was filled with so much excitement 
when his self-composed artistry scraped 

through four categories which include 
“Best Music Video,” “Best Traditional 
Gospel Song,” “Best Gospel Artist” and 
“Song of the Year.”

Gershwin Ntimane from Bushbuckridge, 
on the other hand, celebrating more than 
100 000 views on YouTube before end of 
November, welcomes another opportunity 
to support him by voting for him on this 
eighth Mgoma.

He has been nominated for Song of the 
Year for Ithemba Lami, among others 
nominations. 

“This year we are making history 
together. Unity is power. We have 
travelled together for the past years, now 
is the time for harvest for all the hard 
work. May the Jesus I Have Touched, 
meet all your needs. My prayer for you 
and your family is that The Jesus I Have 

Touched, must always do new things 
which will bring the best of who you are,” 
said Gershwin.

Thulamanqoba chipped in thus: “This 
is a result of hard work I’ve exerted 
into this song which cut across so 
many categories. With the advent of the 
coronavirus in 2020, it affected many of 
our performances, but I didn’t sit back on 
my laurel, I got into serious marketing of 
this single which I marketed vigorously 
through social media platforms and 
Youtube, to mention a few.

“I made sure that I’m not missed 
musically by my hordes of fans and still 
had it played on local and national radio 
stations. It was powerfully picked up by 
the video which has claimed more than 
1.3 million viewership already and still 
growing.

“My greatest appeal at this moment, 
is for my fans to vote in their numbers 
for me as this is my first time being 
nominated in the MGOMA awards and 
it’s an honour for me to at last being 
nominated in the Eastern Cape recently 
and am in demand in many other 
provinces.

“I bet my luck and God Almighty 
has decided that it’s about time I 
earned recognition on home soil,” said 
Thulamanqoba.

To vote for your favourite gospel 
musicians this year, send an SMS to 
34605 on the appropriate categories and 
send as many messages as you can.  

TO VIEW THE FULL MGOMA 
NOMINATION LIST, GO TO: 
www.mpumalangamirror.co.za  

Thulamanqoba and Gershwin are this year’s Mgoma Shing stars
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Any partnership that seeks to 
simultaneously create employment, 
advance skills development and 
maximise road safety, is seen as a positive 
contribution in the taxi industry that values 
jobs, skills and safety.

 This was reiterated by MEC for public 
works, roads, and transport, Mohita 
Latchminarain on 22 October 2021 when 
TOPSTAR Taxi Association in Nelspruit 
warmly received a Tyre Fitment Centre 
established for Mbombela Taxi Rank by 
SA Taxi Foundation.

Cognisant of the fact that,COVID-19 
resulted in lockdown restrictions which 
negatively affected trips, loads and 
ultimately affected the industry’s earning 
power, SA Taxi Foundation sought to forge 
a different kind of partnership, and one that 
gives taxi associations another way to earn 
and create employment, while continuing 
to do what they have always done.

South African taxi ranks boast a unique 
and powerful ecosystem, with the aid 
of the right resources, socio-economic 
issues such as unemployment and gender-
based violence can be curbed. The 
Foundation has been working with local 
taxi associations towards the economic 
empowerment for these associations and 
the gradual cleanup of the taxi ranks where 
they operate.

The fitment centre will open doors for 
employment opportunities in the technical 
space, whilst providing services to minibus 
taxi operators who will be looking to 

ascertain that their vehicles will be in good 
condition for their daily commuter trips.

A proud MEC Latchminarain and 
Chairperson of the association,.JM 
Mavundla took part in a ribbon cutting 
ceremony to officially launch and 
handover the fitment centre as it was 
declared a business that’s ready to operate. 

Both the MEC and Chairperson have 
hopes that this business will thrive 
successfully with the main goal achieved 
for taxi operators to repair and replace 
tyres without having to leave the rank. The 
container came fitted with a tyre fitting 
machine and wheel alignment equipment.

MEC Latchminarain said: “The 
importance of having tyres in good 
condition in any vehicle prevents accidents 
and fatalities on the road. The economic 
impact of this fitment centre will allow an 
opportunity for the association to look into 
expanding the operational technical side of 
things by adding more machinery, we hope 
other taxi associations in the country will 
be exposed to this type of initiative in the 
near future. We as government are ready 
to work with the private sector to build 
roads, improve infrastructure and eradicate 
poverty”. 

Chairperson Mr.J.M Mavundla 
said: “We’re very thankful to SA Taxi 
Foundation for this partnership and 
introducing an innovative business venture 
that will last for years to come. Taxi Ranks 
are worth far more than they seem, when 
recognition from the private sector is 
received, it’s a good indication that we as 
industry are also playing our part within 
the economy”.

Maroba Maduma, Group 
Communications Executive at SA Taxi 
says:”The organisation is always keen to 
take part in such initiatives that give back 
to both the industry and community. The 

sustainability and growth of the industry 
has proved to be an important vessel 
in the public transport sector. SA Taxi 
Foundation is proud of the partnership 
with Topstar Tyre centre and the City of 
Mbombela, we hope to continue to make a 
great impact within the ecosystem of taxi 
ranks as a strategic partner in the industry.”

Mpumalanga Mirror / November 12, 2021

MEC for public works, roads and transport, 
Mohita, Latchminarain

Group Communications Executive at SA 
Taxi foundation, Maroba Maduma.

SA TAXI FOUNDATION PARTNERS WITH TOPSTAR TAXI 
ASSOCIATION TO LAUNCH A TYRE FITMENT CENTRE
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Patrons dressed up for the Department of Culture, Sports and Recreation’s Cultural Xperience media launch 
at Tindlovu at the Lowveld Botanical Gardens on November 5. The much-anticipated line-up was unveiled 
which features new add-ons such as the Choral and Bubbly Xperience.

MPUMALANGA XPERIENCE OFFICIAL LAUNCH

COMMUNITY
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BABRBERTON – When 31 inmates 
incarcerated at Barberton Correctional 
Centres sat for their first paper of the 
National Senior Certificate examination 
on 27 October 2021, they described 
the first day as a lifetime opportunity 
which they would not miss for anything 
and regarded it as a game changer in 
their journey of rehabilitation.

Sicelo Ndwandwe, 35, serving a life 
sentence for murder at the Maximum 
Correctional Centre, indicated that 
he still vividly remembers the day 
he was sentenced and thought it was 
the end of his dreams of studying 
business management, but when he was 
recruited to join school, he took the 
opportunity with both hands and never 
looked back.

“I have been eagerly waiting for 
this day to come. I started preparing 
way back, before schools could open. 

I gathered information from inmates 
who were doing grade 12 the previous 
year and started preparing for this 
day. When the 2021 school calendar 
commenced, I was way ahead with the 
curriculum and I am optimistic that 
I will obtain a Bachelor pass,” said 
Sicelo.

Barberton Management Area has two 
formal schools: Mvuselela at Maximum 
Correctional Centre and Umlalati 
at Town Youth Correctional Centre 
rendering Basic Education in line with 
the Curriculum of the Department of 
Basic Education.

In 2020, the Barberton Correctional 
Services had 24 candidates and 
18 of them passed with an overall 
performance of the management area at 
75%. This year the centre is targeting 
100%.

According to the Manager of 

Education and Training, Thomas 
Myeni, the number of inmates who 
enrol for formal education has been 
increasing significantly annually and it 
signals effectiveness of rehabilitation 
programmes.

“Despite the challenges brought 
by Covid-19, we are satisfied with 
the level of preparations and the 
support provided to the learners. Much 
appreciation to educators who worked 
extra hours and on weekends to provide 
extra lessons to the learners,” Myeni 
said.

Area Commissioner of Barberton 
Management Area, MidJohn Mhlongo, 
wished offenders well in their 
examinations and encouraged them to 
fight to the end.

Inmates are expected to conclude 
their exams on 30 November 2021 with 
Sepedi Paper 3 and isiZulu Paper 3.

Mpumalanga Mirror / November 12, 2021

BARBERTON GRADE 
12 INMATES AIM 
HIGH DURING MATRIC 
EXAMINATIONS

Mec Majuba pays tribute to OR Tambo
EMLAHLENI - MEC Majuba intends 

to accelerate efforts to improve the intake, 
as well as the pass rates in Mathematics, 
Physical Science and Technology Subjects.

Speaking at the occasion of the 
Commemoration of the Mathematics, 
Science and Technology Academy 
recently, Majuba said:

“We are grateful that each year this 
month in this week, we are able to gather 
in this academy with an intention to fulfil 
the mission initiated by this Icon; to 
promote the teaching of Science and to 
demystify the perception that Mathematics 
and Physical science are difficult subjects.

“We wish to continue on the path of 
this great teacher as we endeavour to do 
everything possible to foster a regime 
where creative thinking and innovation 
will constitute what we regard as quality 
teaching and learning.

“We forever hold teachers in high 
esteem for their effort to free our citizens 
from illiteracy, social marginalization and 
hopelessness as espoused by the likes of 
OR during hard, conscience-testing and 

repressive years of our nation.
“As the Department, we pledged to roll 

our sleeves, dirty our hands and work 
around the clock to uplift our communities 
in line with our educational imperatives 
and to continue to promote the intake and 
pass rates in Mathematics and Sciences 
subjects in all our schools.

“This year the Department also made 
strides in the pilot of Coding and Robotics 
by providing orientation to principals, 
subject advisors, and teachers.

“The advocacy programmes on Coding 
and Robotics were supported by Standard 
Bank. My companion Paper the Robot 
added impetus in concertizing our 
communities about the significance of this 
subject,” he stated.
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The total cumulative number is 
989 369/3 050 289 which is 32.36% 
of the population. According to the 
Department of Health, as of November 
4, 470 231 Pfizer and 503 296 vaccines 
were administered just before the one 
million mark.

With a population of 3 050 
289, 32,36% has vaccinated. The 
department has encouraged those 
who received the Pfizer vaccine to be 
fully vaccinated with two doses within 
a six-week interval. For Johnson and 
Johnson, you need to be jabbed once 
to be fully vaccinated. 

Also, from November 1, people 
over 60 years of age received a 
grocery voucher worth R100 after 
their vaccination. The voucher will be 
sent via SMS to the cellular number 
used to register for vaccination and 
is redeemable at retail stores such as 
Shoprite, Checkers and Usave stores 
across the country.

The Covid-19 statistics have 
remained stable despite the 
campaigning towards the elections. 

In a media briefing on October 
29, Health Minister, Dr Joe Phaahla 
said new cases were reduced by 
22%. Hospitalisation has decreased 
by 14.5%, while the death rate has 
reduced by 18%. Overall positivity rate 

is at 1,7% with all provinces reflecting 
low positivity rates.

Mpumalanga has 149 937 recoveries 
recorded so far. The department has 
also encouraged communities to 
test for Malaria as its symptoms are 
similar to Covid-19. The South African 
Development Countries Malaria Week 
was also launched. It aims to raise 
awareness about the disease and 
rally the malaria-endemic community 
to play its part in the drive towards 
malaria elimination.

The Health MEC, Sasekani 
Manzini called on those who have 
not vaccinated to visit their nearest 
vaccination sites. “Take your Identity 
Document or birth certificate with if 
you are between the ages of 12 to 17 
even if you are not registered. Thank 
you to all the citizens that vaccinated 
in the province,” she said.

This was simultaneously followed by 
the Sisonke Booster Shots Campaign 
launched nationally for Health 
Workers. 

Those who received a dose of 
the Johnson and Johnson vaccine 
through the Sisonke study will receive 
booster shots. Health Workers who 
have received the shot outside the 
Sisonke study will not qualify to 
receive the shot.

HEALTH

MPUMALANGA HAS REACHED THE ONE 
MILLION MARK OF VACCINES ADMINISTERED
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JABULANE KHUMALO

Ladies are also part of Blue Mountain Boxing Club.

Blue Mountain Boxing Club’s boxers size-up.

Blue Mountain Boxing 
Club’s two promising 
youngsters.

Blue Mountain Boxing Club has 
its origins from the small town of 
Balfour, Siyathemba Township, 
specifically, dubbed: the location 
is for young champions who have 
criss-crossed different provinces 
testing their strength in boxing 
tournaments.

The boxing club recently 
donated money for a young lady, 
Fezile Alima, to attend Provincial 
Tournaments in Cape Town and 
she gladly returned with a Gold 
Medal.

Basically Blue Mountain 
Boxing Club comprises of 20 

members between 10 to 30 years  
of age.

Its Founder and Manager, Buti 
Isaac Dhlamini and Assistant 
Manager, Masilo Springkaan 
Khogoana, are responsible for 
training the champs from Monday to 
Friday from 15.00-17.30.

The Champs, as they are fondly 
referred to, use Dhlamini’s garage 
to gym as they don’t have a stable 
venue. Sometimes they train at a local 
taxi rank. 

The club has only two punching 
bags and two boxing gloves which 
they use for training. 

The club is in need of boxing 
equipment, mainly the boxing ring 

which they believe will 
help them with hosting 
tournaments and can open 
up for more tournaments 
and to invite and showcase 
the sport locally.

Dlamini and Masilo tried to 
source out sponsorship from 
local businesses, but no one has 
assisted them. In an endeavour 
raise funds, they held a boxing 
tournament on 23 October 2021 
for the Under 15.

More information on Blue 
Mountain Boxing Club, 
contact Buti Isaac Dhlamini 
on 0720253576


