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PIENAAR - The family of four that was 
caught up in a grievous road accident, was 
actually on its first ever trip to the husband’s 
ancestral home from Pretoria, where they 
worked and lived.

The husband, Phinda Mabaso, 34, who 
had last been home two years ago, was 
accompanied by his wife, Portia, 28,  whom 
he’d paid lobola for two years ago and she 
had never before set foot at her in-laws’ 
homestead, together with her children 
Ntokozo,3, and Siphesihle, 2, Saturday,  
1 May, 2021 was going to be their very 
first time to set foot home, but it was never 
realized when they were involved in a tragic 
accident when a truck struck them head-on 
near Machado around 19.30.

This first emanated from a bold headline 
accident alert on Saturday evening from the 
Department of Community Safety, Security 
and Liaison which read: “Four people killed 
in a horrific N4 toll road crash” - A head on 
collision between an articulated truck and a 
Ford Figo hatchback has led to four people 
losing their lives this evening on N4 toll road 
near Machadodorp. The deceased died at the 
scene.

“The victims were trapped inside the 
wreckage and jaws-of-life had to be used to 
remove their bodies from the vehicle.The 
victims include a man, a woman and two 

children.The driver of the truck sustained no 
injuries.The cause of the collision is not yet 
known but the police are investigating.”

Relating the sad ordeal, Aunt Regina 
Ndlovu, nee Mabaso, in between sobbing 
said: “We’re grateful for all the assistance 
from Mbombela Local Municipality, the 
Ward Councillor, Themba Bulunga, including 
the MEC VusiShongwe and the provincial 
government support. It’s been shameful for 
us as a family because we’ve got nothing at 
hand, but the ANC, the local municipality 
came to our rescue and covered everything 
pertaining to the funeral for us in full.

“It’s even sadder for us as a family that 
we were looking forward to receiving my 
brother’s kids and their mother for the very 
first time on home turf. It’s even more painful 
that they never set foot here alive, but as 
corpses, including my brother whom we last 
saw two years ago,” related Ndlovu sadly.

MEC for Community Safety, Security 
and Liaison, Vusi Shongwe, accompanied 
by the Pienaar Station Commander colonel 
Thulani Maphanga, and his office staff, paid 
a courtesy visit to the Mabaso family last 
Friday (7 May) said: “It gives me gratitude 
and strength to arrive here, on behalf of the 
Premier’s government, Refilwe Mtshweni-
Tsipane, to find that local government under 
Mbombela municipality, including the ward 
councillor and traditional authority, have 
already done what was expected from the 

ANC government, which is 
caring for its people at all 
times during happy and sad 
times.

“It’s a sad thing that you 
not only lost one member of 
your family, but four, including 
two children. I personally know the 
pain of losing a child because I have 
a personal experience of losing mine 
through an accident, too.

“When people came to console 
me, inwardly, I thought they were 
rejoicing because of the deep pain I felt 
inside. In the same manner, I hope you 
understand that we mean well by being 
here at this point in time. I also wish 
to commend the ward 26 councillor 
Themba Bulunga and the traditional 
authority for being there for the family. 
It’s better that they’ve been fully 
involved here and not only care for the 
people when they seek votes. I will take 
back this report to the highest authorities in 
the province,” he concluded.

Officials from the department of 
Community Safety, Security and Liaison 
have been assigned to assist the family with 
transport and expertise when they apply for 
the Road Accident Fund after the funeral.

The Mabaso family were laid to rest  
at the Msogwaba Cemetery on Saturday  
8 May 2021.

BONGANI HLATSHWAYO

The Mabaso bearevement room mourning the death of their four family members. Insert: Ward 26’s Councilor Themba Bulunga 
paying his condolences to the family.

MABASO FAMILY  
NEVER REACHED HOME



News2

EDITOR:

Bongani Hlatshwayo 
Cell: 0790691092

Email: bongani@mpmirroronline.co.za
brizotime@gmail.com

NEWS EDITOR:

Yoliswa Khumlo
Cell: 0820907341

Email: yoliswa@mpmirroronline.co.za
yoliswahlatshwayo@gmail.com

SPORTS EDITOR & DIGITAL 
MANAGER:

Jabulane Khumalo 
Email: jabulane@mpmirroronline.co.za 

PHYSICAL ADDRESS:

Sunrise Heights 27
15 Koraalboom Avenue 

West Acres, Mbombela 1200

MACHADADORP - The Minister of 
Transport, Fikile Mbalula has challenged 
the Public Works, Roads and Transport 
MEC, Mohita Latchminarain to lead the 
Moloto Corridor project.

Mbalula was speaking at Machadodorp 
during his visit to the N4 and Karino 

interchange road projects. He said he’s 
aware of the community’s outcry to have 
a railway that will connect Kwa Mhlanga 
and Pretoria.

“Can we resuscitate discussions 
regarding the railway corridor? Can it 
happen? There’s nothing under the sun 

that cannot happen. We can work together 
in partnership with the private sector such 
as Trans Africa Concession. 

“Let’s connect the branches and launch 
this corridor. The ANC government can 
do it, but I’m not going to pronounce on 
it until the MEC and I have a discussion. I 
now leave you to lead this process. 

“We can have our own concession with 
the private sector and bring in funders 
who will assist with the project, then we 
will proceed to working out the feasibility 
study and financial model and kick-start 
the project,” he said.

Mbalula went on to say that it would be 

incorrect to think it’s undoable. However, 
it would be correct to admit mistakes that 
were made which must be learnt from. 
The government must be accountable to 
the people at all times.

“We cannot stand here and talk about 
things that will not happen and making 
empty promises. Our work must speak 
for itself rather than saying things we 
cannot even account for. Therefore, we 
need to prepare ourselves for the delivery 
of the project. All projects we have, 
will be delivered in record time and that 
will include the Moloto Corridor,” he 
concluded.

Latchminarian also delivered 
her message of support following 
the minister’s address. SANRAL 
stakeholders were also present. A media 
inquiry was sent to the department to 
establish whether the department has 
already initiated talks with the minister’s 
office. However, this is a developing 
story. Mpumalanga Mirror will keep 
you updated on further developments, 
including other infrastructure challenges.

THE MOLOTO CORRIDOR CAN HAPPEN!

YOLISWA KHUMALO

JABULANE KHUMALO

Mpumalanga Mirror / May 14, 2021

MACHADODORP 
- Transport is one of the 
most important factors for 
the country’s economy and 
progress. 

This was emphasised during 
the Minister of Transport, 
Fikile Mbalula’s recent site 
inspection on the N4 which 
was halted in 2018 due to 
unsafe conditions, as well as 
the Karino Interchange valued 
at R390 million. 

The objective of the site 
visits was to monitor the 

progress on the projects and to 
ensure that they are completed 
on time. 

The Karino project will 
see the existing intersection 
transformed into a grade- 
separated interchange with on 
and off ramps and a bridge that 
will separate cross traffic. 

There are over 50 emerging 
contractors that have benefitted 
from the project, as well as 275 
employees on site. Improved 
and safer access roads, reduced 
travel times will also stimulate 
further economic growth 
through this project. 

Minister Fikile Mbalula said 
that the importance of road 
maintenance programmes are 
not only for the longevity of 
roads, but also for a massive 
source of job opportunities. 

MEC for Public Works, 
Roads and Transport, Mohita 
Latchminarain shared her 
sentiments by adding that 
road infrastructure connects 
communities together and 
enhances the productive 
capacity of the economy. 

She explained how it 
has widened and deepened 
employment opportunities in 

the labor market. 
“One cannot over emphasize 

its importance in attracting 
investments in municipalities 
and the province at large. We 
have seen and experienced 
the economic benefits of good 
infrastructure projects around 
the country like the Gillooly’s 
Interchange in Johannesburg, 
which cost the government 
over R11 million. This has 
reduced road congestion, 
fatalities and allows easy 
connectivity between 
neighboring provinces,” she 
noted.

Roads infrastructure to be fixed on time - Mbalula
Minister Fikile Mbalula overlooks the N4 project.

Yoliswa 
Khumlo

Jabulane 
Khumlo

Bongani 
Hlatshwayo

MEC for Public Works, Roads and Transport, 
Mohita Latchminarain. Minister of Transport, Fikile Mbalula.
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SENIOR CITIZENS READY FOR COVID JAB
VERENA- Most senior citizens in the 

Thembisile Hani Local Municipality say 
they cannot wait any longer for the vaccine 
to be rolled out as they want their lives to 
get back to normal. 

This is following the Department of 
Health’s official launch of the Electronic 
Vaccination Data System (EVDS) in the 
province on May 6. With the country 
gearing up for the second phase of the 
vaccine roll-out, healthcare workers and 
citizens aged 60 years and above were 
encouraged to register. 

More than 300 senior citizens were 
assisted to register for EVDS. Speaking to 
some at the launch, the majority expressed 
that they were ready and willing to get 
vaccinated.

GogoMaggie Skhosana (64) said being 
housebound is what has her frustrated 
in the past months since the country was 
placed under lockdown. She yearns to visit 
her relatives, however, her children are 
protective as they also fear that she may 
contract the coronavirus. 

“I am eagerly waiting for the vaccine so 
that I can have freedom of movement. 
Once we all get vaccinated, things will be 
better because it is not nice when people 
look at you in a funny way when you cough 
at the clinic. 

“I just want my life back and to live 
healthy and longer,” said Skhosana. 

Mkhulu Johannes Kgadima (60) is one of 
the citizens who vows to continue adhering 
to the Covid-19 regulations even after he is 
vaccinated. 

“I will continue wearing my mask, practice 
social distancing and avoid crowded 
places. So many people have died and if 
we follow the rules, things will get back to 
normal.”

MEC for Health, Sasekani Manzini 
pointed out that there are areas identified 
where teams will assist with registering 
in order to minimize time to make the 
process faster. She further said prioritizing 

senior citizens for the vaccine was the 
best decision because some of them have 
comorbidities and are vulnerable. 

“This will assist us in curbing the spread 
of Covid-19 and also in reducing the 
deaths,” said Manzini. 

However, Manzini insisted that vaccines 
are freely available for communities, 
hence there’s no price tag attached to the 
vaccines as they are being rolled out.

“We are here to conscientise the 
communities to register to be vaccinated 
because it makes so much sense that 
on the day of vaccinations, the senior 
citizens will not have their time wasted by 
registering first. Instead, they will have their 
names ticked and receive the vaccination.

“We will have the assistance of 
executive mayors and the whole relevant 
municipality’s health unit to assist us 
in each and every municipality so that 
the processes go smoothly. What is 
encouraging here, for instance, is that the 
community is so eager to register their 
names for the vaccines.

“In terms of numbers of affected senior 
citizens, we’re glad to announce that 
in the entire province, the numbers 
have decreased and in Thembisile Hani 
municipality alone, there are only seven 
active cases among the senior citizens.

“So you see, if we can accelerate our 
interventions all over, we can keep the 
numbers down, as they are at 957, we 
can maintain that as long we manage the 
attitudes towards second wave and third 
threats, if we can observe all protocol 
regulations, we can scrape through.

“Senior citizens are mostly homebound, 
yet those who are active are in their 30s 
and lower. 

“There’s a need to work on their 
behavioural patterns because when 
they come back to the family, they have 
to ensure that they adhere to all health 
protocols.

“Fast-tracking the vaccination of all 
age groups will assist in curbing further 
increment of the affected figures in our 

communities. I must reassure that the 
vaccines are free. Even medical aids will 
pay for their members, too. No one will be 

charged. There’s no wherewe’re saying 
people must pay, it’s free of charge,” she 
concluded.

Health MEC, Sasekani Manzini.

An official verifying identification. 

Gogo Maggie Skhosana. Mkhulu Johannes Kgadima.

Hendrick Skhosana registering. One of the health personnel’s registering particulars.

Senior citizens that attended. 

Officials at the launch. 

YOLISWA KHUMALO

Health



4 Mpumalanga Mirror / May 14, 2021



5Mpumalanga Mirror / May 14, 2021



6 Mpumalanga Mirror / May 14, 2021

MPUMALANGA PROVINCIAL LEGISLATURE EMBARKS 
ON VOTER EDUCATION DRIVE IN PREPARATION FOR 
THE 2021 LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTIONS
With the year 2021 being the year of 

Local Government Elections, a period 
that presents an opportunity for the people 
of South Africa to issue a fresh mandate 
tolocal government, The Speaker of the 
Mpumalanga Provincial Legislature, 
Ms Makhosazane Masilela, initiated 
the Voter Education Road Shows kick-
started towards the end of April 2021. The 
voter education programme covered the 
different bi-elections that took place in 
the three districts of the province in April 
2021, and the upcoming ones on the 19th 
of May 2021. 

This voter education shall also cover the 
elements of encouraging first time voters 
to use the opportunity of ensuring that 
they register to vote on the dates set aside 
as 17 and 18 July 2021. 

This is a drive that also plays a 
significant role to assist and encourage 
the young people to make applications for 
identity documents, and registered voters 
to verify their details in the voters roll and 
effect latest changes if any.

The Mpumalanga Provincial 
Legislature, as mandated by Section 
118 of the Constitution, to facilitate 
public involvement in the legislative and 
other processes of the legislature and its 
committees shall further embark on this 
voter education drive.

This voter education programme 
will see the Legislature straddling all 

the three districts of the province in 
different localities, in preparation for 
the 27 October 2021 Local Government 
Elections as declared by the President of 
the Republic of South Africa.

Over and above Law-making and 
Oversight as the core constitutional 
mandates of the Legislature, Public 
Education and Public Participation are 
enablers to Public Involvement and these 
are elements without which the latter 
becomes invalid. 

As such, several public education 
sessions are targeted for 2021/22 financial 
year in order to achieve maximum 
voter participation of the people of the 
Mpumalanga Province in the forthcoming 
Local Government Elections. 

Further than the maximum participation, 
the objective is also to discourage voter 
apathy and also serve as a reminder on 
the importance of voting as an effective 
tool for the electorate to make their voice 
heard. 

It is also to emphasise the voting right 
as enshrined in the constitution as the 
supreme law of the Republic of South 
Africa. Recent statistics show a constant 
decline in the number of eligible voters 
who turn up on the voting day to exercise 
their voting rights.

The programme is motivated by the 
fact that championing public education 
is a strategic thrust that inspires public 

confidence in the Legislature. The 
Legislature as custodian of constitutional 
democracy, has a duty to ensure that 

citizens exercise their rights in the 
establishment of local government. Such 
duty entails creating a conducive climate 
for elections and ensuring that voters are 
ready for such elections.

This comes as a complementary duty 
to the Independent Electoral Commission 
(IEC), who have the duty to run the 
elections, ensuring that they are free and 
fair.

Speaker of the Mpumalanga Provincial 
Legislature, Ms Makhosazane Masilela, 
said through this voter education 
programme, “The Legislature as the 
representative of the people of the 
province, encourages the electorate to 
tackle voter apathy with the highest level 
of contempt. 

“Furthermore, it is a reminder that 
voting is a constitutional right that shall 
be enjoyed by the electorate, because it 
is a sound voice of reason towards the 
change they may wish to attain. My Vote, 
My Voice”, concluded Speaker Masilela 
as she introduced the voter education 
programme.

In Mpumalanga Province, there are four 
wards that will be contested during the  
19 May By-elections. 

These include a ward at Dr Pixley 
Ka Isaka Seme Local Municipality, 
Emalahleni Local Municipality, Steve 
Tshwete Local Municipality and the 
Bushbuckridge Local Municipality.

The Speaker of the Mpumalanga 
Provincial Legislature, Ms Makhosazane 
Masilela, hosted the Mpumalanga Workers 
Parliament in commemoration of Workers 
Month. 

The sector parliament, which was hosted 
at the Legislature Chambers, and due to 
COVID-19 health protocols, was extended 
to the hybrid platform that saw more than 
300 workers, including representatives 
of the various labour organisations, 
converging to discuss matters affecting 
workers.

It was during this sector Parliament that 
forms a significant part of the legislature’s 
oversight mechanisms, where the workers 
made a sharp call on the disbandment or 
scrapping of labour brokers, suggesting it 
is still the worst enemy of the workers, as 
workers are exploited through this system.

Delivering the key note address, 
Mr Fidel Mlombo, a Member of the 

Legislature who is also the Chief Whip 
of the Legislature, acknowledged that 
though workers are free to work, free 
to form trade unions and to elect their 
officers and enter into work agreements 
with their employers, in accordance with 
the declarations of the Freedom Charter, 
he said there is still a high need to address 
the socio-economic challenges facing the 
workers.

“We are an activist Legislature that 
should be alive and be responsive to 
the daily needs of the working class of 
Mpumalanga,” said Mr Mlombo.

He cited that a majority of workers are 
not unionized, and receive no regular 
wage increments or their wages are solely 
determined by their employers. He raised 
sharply the concerns about the challenges 
faced by domestic workers and those in 
the mining and farming workers, saying 
they do not have the same rights as their 
counterparts within other industries.

Mr Mlombo concurred with the workers’ 
concerns that there is a threat of increasing 
informal workers at the workplace, which 
is benefitting mostly the labour brokers at 
the expense of the workers.

Furthermore, Mr Mlombo pleaded with 
the workers to remain focussed on the 
most immediate task facing them and the 
progressive trade union movement locally 
and internationally. 

He urged the workers to play a major 
and significant role in the efforts to fight 
the scourge of the COVID-19 pandemic 
on all fronts. He said the challenges 
of COVID-19 are a reminder of socio-
economic realities facing the daily lives of 
the workers. 

He further called on the Legislature to 
play its real activist role:

“As an activist Legislature, we must 
join the global call for a temporary 
waiver of vaccine patents as made by 
our government in the World Trade 

Organisation (WTO)”. 
He said this will allow ordinary workers 

in many developing nations to have more 
speedy and equitable access to the vaccine.

“May I, on behalf of the Legislature, 
commit to this august house, we are not 
taking this exercise as just ticking the box, 
but we commit that all the outcomes of the 
deliberations will be accordingly processed 
through the formal sittings of the house 
and shall be given priority by processing 
them through relevant agencies” said 
the Speaker Masilela in her welcoming 
remarks during the Workers Parliament.

The workers concluded their parliament 
by making a declaration that they will 
work together with the Legislature 
towards the improvement of the working 
conditions of the labour forces.

They further called on government 
and the private sector to come up with 
necessary intervention programmes to 
address the plight of the workers.

 Speaker, Ms Makhosazane Masilela.

ANC Chief Whip, Fidel Mlombo.

Mpumalanga Provincial Legislature hosts the 2021 Workers Parliament

Community



7Mpumalanga Mirror / May 14, 2021 Agriculture

CLIMATE CHANGE INTERVENTION IS ALL’S BUSINESS
MBOMBELA – The Update Nationally 

Determined Contribution (NDC) 
stakeholder consultation conference 
was successfully held on Tuesday, 
11 May, 2021 where delegates drawn 
from Department of Agriculture, Rural 
Development, Land and Environmental 
Affairs (DARDLEA) as hosts, hosted 
a successful deliberation on the status 
of the climate change in the province 
and nationally, too in order to mitigate 
through intervention strategies to meet 
international standards.

During the consultative conference 
attended by more than 120 delegates 
physically and more than 110 virtually, 
they deliberated on the following topics 
which were presented on the day: 
“Provincial Climate Change Updates,” 
as presented by DARDLEA’s Duduzile 
Sibiya, “Key issues and development in 
Climate Change negotiations including 
NDCs,” presented by DFFE’s Maesela 
Kekana and the “Presentations of South 
Africa’s draft updated NDC.”

The interesting factor here is that it was 
presided over by the MEC for DARDLEA, 
Mandla Msibi, whose only duty was to 
officially open the consultations andleave, 
but no, in his practicality manner as 

possible, he chose to first listen to the 
presentations, whereby, he delivered a 
keynote address that conformed to the 
deliberations of the day.

Msibi said: “I was quite impressed 
when I was sitting there about how you 
organize yourselves and all details in 
relation to matters of climate change. 
I must commend the Duduzile Sibiya 
who was able to paint a clear picture of 
the current provincial climate change 
status. Mr Kekana was able to give us the 
international perspective and the role of 
South Africa and how far we’ve gone.

“His colleague and went in deeper 
into the topic with full details in terms 
of all aspects of climate change. Kekana 
asked about the Kalahari Desert, which 
he mentioned that it was for the first time 
it was found under water.So our task is 
simple, we’ll be able go to MUNIMEC 
and request the Minister, our colleagues 
from the different provinces, including 
chairperson of the portfolio committee to 
ensure that the Bill is taken to parliament 
as soon as possible.

“This is done so that it becomes 
mandatory as it is 
not mandatory in its 
current form. People 
will not conform to it 
in its current form, but 
when it is, it will draw 
stakeholders like your 
municipalities to be 
actively involved in 
contributing with efficient infrastructure to 
mitigate climate change.

“What actually does it mean? You must 
understand that these issues about climate 

change cut across local municipalities. 
Ever since I was a councillor, a Youth 
Commissioner, an MEC for Cogta and 
now DARDLEA, I only knew that climate 
change deals with our daily lives up until 
we saw our people being washed away, 

our bridges collapsing and 
houses crumbling from 
heavy storms, I realized 
that it’s a daily entity that 
we need to deal with.

“We have to commence 
from Cogta, from a 
technical point of view, 
which has to necessitate 

a technical MUNIMEC, at this point in 
time. As DARDLEA, we must ensure 
that there’s participation of all local 
municipalities through all Municipal 

Managers to make them understand that 
this is our daily life and deal with issues of 
climate change from that level. 

“I asked Mr Kekana two questions out of 
his expertise, which is the best season for 
him, is it winter or summer? He said to me 
all seasons are best, but all seasons have 
their unique challenges. They are both 
negative and positive. He said most people 
die during winter.

“As the department of agriculture, 
that’s where we come in to educate and 
conscientise our farming community on 
all these issues. The difference about 
agriculture is that it is life. We live 
agriculture as in the morning we take 
breakfast, it’s agriculture. During the day 
we take lunch, it’s agriculture. Agriculture 
is food and food is life. In a grammatical 
situation described by Karl Marx he said: 
“Man must eat before he leaves.’

“Once you’re told that your maize space 
will run dry, you have a duty to produce 
maize. I was once assigned to a political 
school in China. Whilst there, I was used 
to eating left over food from the previous 
day. In China there was no pap and that 
was the hardest two weeks of my life. 

“I then learned to adapt. So adaptation to 
climate change on environmental issues is 
very key. Now I can go our without taking 
or eating any porridge in the morning 
throughout the day. Why am in doing that? 
It’s because we travel a lot. When you go 
to other countries, you mustn’t be affected 
by what they are consuming almost daily.

“What’s important during these 
consultations is that we want to get all 
your views from those attending physically 
and virtually, too. I was asking where 
is the University of Mpumalanga here. 
It should serve as the epicentre of our 
information here. We must identify these 
key issues of development in climate 
change through the university, TUT, TVET 
Colleges and others, too. 

“To engage with the different lecturers 
in those institutions is key. It’s important 
for students that environmental matters 
are their daily lives which they must being 
informed about from primary, high school 
and at tertiary level, too.

“It’s important that every soul 
is protected from being victims of 
circumstances through ignorance. Let’s 
rally around the knowledge we have 
and assist people across the board. 
Please contribute effectively in your 
break-away groups and come up with 
effective solutions in order to build up our 
intervention strategy as a province, country 
and internationally, too,” he concluded.

MEC Mandla Msibi.

DARDLEA’s Duduzile Sibiya. DARDLEA’s HOD, Dr Maanda Dagada.

Delegates during the consultations.

BONGANI HLATSHWAYO

Once you’re told that 
your maize space will 
run dry, you have a 
duty to produce maize
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Another cricket player, bowler Mbuso Mashele from 
Msogwaba, is one to look out for as he’s climbing up the 
ranks.

Described as a fast bowler by his coach, Vusi Matsebula, 
the youngster who is plus for the Hillaria Spiders Cricket 
Club, is headed for the top with his bowling skills.

“My friend Mala introduced me to cricket. He used 
to always talk to me about it and pestering me to come 
and join the club. I eventually agreed and I never 
looked back. At first I wasn’t so good because I was 
still new, but after putting time in training I became 
better. I don’t think I’ll ever stop playing,” says the 
enthusiastic bowler.

The Grade 9 learner points out that he prefers 
bowling because he’s fast and targets the wickets 
on a tight line. He also mentions that he avoids 
bowling straight because he wants to take out as 
many batsmen as possible.

“My future plans are to play in the top flight. 
I also want to sharpen my skills. I also want to 
learn how to bat so that I’m able to be versatile. 
I also hope that the sport will make me to visit 
other countries and get to experience different 
cultures. 

“I look up to great players currently playing 
for the national team and other clubs. I 
see myself playing there and I will stop at 
nothing until I reach my goal,” he said.

Mashele is among the players who will be 
jetting off to Namibia for a tourney hosted 
by Cricket Namibia in September. Among 
the 15-boy team, talented batsman of the 
club, who we profiled in the previous 
edition, Malibongwe Tibane from Duma 
Primary School, will be manning the 
batting.

Coach Matsebula hopes that 
they would get funding to travel to 
Namibia, as well as to build proper 
facilities to groom future cricket 
stars.

FAST BOWLER AIMS FOR THE WICKETS

Nkangala Chess 
Tournament 
makes its debut

60 players from Vaalbank battled it out on 
the chess boards in the first instalment of the 
Nkangala Chess Tournament held on May 8.

The tournament’s President, Patrick Philip 
Phalane said players around Nkangala brought 
their A-game and were aiming for top honours. 
He hopes that the tourney gets momentum and 
given more recognition so that more players 
around the province can participate.

“We want our tournament to be popular in 
the province and outside. It is registered with 
Chess South Africa. We want it to be recognised 
and make it a fashionable sport code in 
communities,” said Phalane.

U-18 and adults participate annually. 
TshedisoMpya scooped a gold medal and a 

trophy, sealing his victory in the first position. 
His contenders, Collen Mthofi and William 
Mabena shared the second position, while the 
third position was clinched by Thabo Magatla.

“We’re really proud of the winners. They did 
quite well. Our plan is to invite players from 
all municipalities in Nkangala to come and 
showcase their chess skills. We want to make 
chess trend and get the attention it deserves. We 
cannot do it alone, but with the support of local 
structures,” concluded Phalane.
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Mbuso Mashele.
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Chess players in action.


